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An Accor of the VOYAGE _ 


the W O R LD, made in the Years 


1740, 41, 42, 43, and 44, by 
GEORGE, Lord ANSON. 


— — * — 
| 2 8 

'C H A P. I. % AGO IT ON 

Mr. Arſon made commodare of a ſmall gab TE 
ails from St. Helen's; arrives at Madera ; @ hr 7 
deſcription of that land a Spaniſh fleet ſent ia 


the Weſt - Indies to oppoſe him; ; its melancholly fate; 1 2 


the bravery of the Indian Orellana and his tinh 


followers. ds. CAFE, Tg 


IT is needleſs to detain the reader with an account: obs 9; 
various delays Mr. Anſon met with from ſeveral quar- 
ters, after his being named as commander in chief of 8 25 
ſecret expedition, in the year 1739 to the 16th of 


1740, when he ſailed, in company with ſeveral men of war 
and many outward- bound merchantmen, from Spithead'to St. 


Helen's. Here he waited more than forty days for a u ind, and 
at length weighed anchor on the 18th of September; 20 tho”. 
it ſtill continued weſterly, coaſequently unfavourable, ee 
ed the Channel in four days. . | 
Mr. Anſon's ſquardron confilled af * ſhips, vie; "the | 
Centurion, of ſixty guns and four hundred men, on ho 


Which was the commodore himſelf ; the Glouceſter, Richard 8 5 
Norris, commander, carrying fifty guns and three bun dred 3 
men; the Severn,commanded by the honourable Edward'L —— 

f W_ Haring the ſame complement of men and guns; the rat | 
. Matthew Mitchel, with forty guns and. two hurdred 

8 41 Way mea; the 1 capt. n tren e, Ty 
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4. Lord ANSON's VOYAGE 
and. ane hundred and fixty men; and the Trial ſloop, eight guns 
and one hundred men, under the command of the honourable 
George Murray ; ; and two victuallers the Anna and Induſtry, 
» 72 the latter of which having fulfiled her charty- party 
unladed at ſca, on the 16th of November, and her cargo 
divided among the other veſſels. She was bound to Barba- 


lyable lading, ſhe was taken by the Spaniards. 

On board this ſquadron, which was deſtined to cruize upon 
the Spanyards in the South Seas, it had firſt been propoſed to 
'$ © embark three independent companies, of one hundred men 
'*- -_., gach,colonel Bland, with his own regiment, as commander in 

chief of the land officers ; 5 but how this appointment came to 
+ + \awindle into four hundred and ſeventy invalids draughted 
5 From Chelſea, and commanded by lieutenant-colonel-Chrache- 
1 yk rode, is too nice a matter for us to inveſtiage ; let it ſuffice that 


bs 
75 pe obſerve moſt of them were old and infirm, much fitter for 


©, Ths 3 from whence it was their misfortune to be ſelected, 
ir ande or an Expedition, to ſurmount the evident perils of which 
[EEE © $orubrad youth, ſtrength, and ſound conſtitution, September 

2 25 gh, having parted in their appointed latitudes, the dif- 
at weſſels, with convoying which he had been clogg'd, 


> of which iſland he came to anchor, October the 25th, in 
Wey fathom water, the Brazenhead bearing from him eaſt and 
"by aatt, and the great church north-north-eaſt. 
be climate of Madera is extremely healthful, temperate 
1 "id Reaſant. It lies in north latitude thirty-two degrees and 


| x: = Jeventeen minutes, running due caſt and welt, being a continu- 


Mes \ ed ridge of very high land, the ſouthern declivity whereof js 
45 beautifully interſperſed with country ſeats belonging to mer- 
ary and covered with vineyards, the produce of which is a 
Wine in univerſal eftimation, as well for its fine flavour as its 


wat, good qualities. : 

2 Fonchiale is the only town on this ifland : it is ſeated on the 
-Joath- part of it, at the bottom of a large bay, and is defended 
7 s high wall and a battery of cannon, beſides a fortified caſtle 
ndirs on the Loo, a rock riſing above the water not far 


been perpetually daſhes with great violence, the wore. 
5 Hot Caring to venture his owe, made uſe of! 1 
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does; in return from which iſland to Great Britain with a va- 


7 l made the beſt of his way for Madera, in the road 


how oh 
Wore. + The landing place being a ſtony beach over WRieh the 
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his. little feat, Here he learned from the governor that of | DER" ; 
eight ſhips, ſuppoſed to be enemies, bad paſſed by to the welt- * "7 
ward a few days before his arrival; of which {quadron he cayld * 
obtain no farther intelligence, tho' he diſpatched'an officer in 
a clean ſloop eight leagues to the weſtward to look after them, 
who returned without having ſeen them. 4$ 
There was great reaſon to ſuſpect that theſe ſhips, appriz- 1 
ed of Mr. Anſon's deſigns, were diſpatched to the Spaniſh ſet- 5 
tlements, to prepare them for his reception; and that hone 
ſuſpicions were but too well grounded, appeared from the 
people of Panama, long before his arrival in thoſt ſeas, being 
able to deſcribe both his ſtrength and dellination ; and the . 
niſh commodore having ſo exactly imitated Mr. Anſon ? 
broad pendant, that the captain of the Pearl gave into the de- 
coy without perceiving his miſtake till within gun- . 
Before we proceed in our review of Mr., Anſon's 1 1 
after he left Madera, a ſhort aecount of the melancholy cata- * "Tp 
'firophe of theſe Span i flips may not prove perhaps dilaggen* ny 
able to the majority of our readers; the winds and waves hav 3 
ing ſeemed to unite in their overthrow, without the as of 2 
of any other enemy. | $1: 
This ſquadron, confiſling of five ſt ips, 'viz.the AG „ 
ty guns and ſeven hundred men, on board whereof ailed e, = 
"admiral Don Joſeph Pizarro: the Guipoſcoa, of ſeveniy*fout 5 41 
guns and ſeven hundred men; the Hermigna, of filty four ga 
and five hundred men; the Efperauza, of fifty. guns and fagge ,--* 
hundred and fifty men; the St. Eſtevan of forty | guns and thres 
Hundred men; and a tender, mounting twenty gage, has j ing ©; 
on board their full comp Temebr of ſailors and mariners, belides 
an old regiment of foot 10 rein force the garriſons } in „ Dy, 
Seas, arrived id the bay of Maldonado, in the river Plata, 5 on”. 5 
the 26th of October, intending there to take i in proviſions... 0 
having ſtocked themſelves in Old Spain With barely a aur 9p 
months ſupply : yet with this ſmall, and almaſt exhauſted, Ber 
did he again put to ſea, and endenvour to double Cape Horn, - 
upon being 2pprized privately of the Englih pot 5 ATE 
val at St, Catherine's ; his intention being, If- -pollivle, ; 


wk 4nzo the Sduth Seas firſt. Many advantages were alan "1 


i 1227 gommon men to inſpire them to do their duty well, AN ens,” 
4 dem to bear the fatigues and perils that opeplyat b i | 
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Lord ANSON's VOYAGE 


even ſay imprudent, as the proviſions which ines 3 


weighed * 1 the want of them encreaſed thc calamities 
he afterwards underwent, to an incredible degree, Ihe laſt 
'day of February the G 3 vipoſcoa, the Hermiona, and the Eſpe- 
ranza were ſeparated from the reſt of the fleet, and they were 
ll forced to bear away for the river Plate, by a prodigious 

ſtorm at north-weſt, which, in ſpite of their utmoſt efforts, 
drove them to the eaſtward. 
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board the Aſia ſold for four dollars, and one of the ſailors en- 


rn of his brother, that he might receive his allowance, 
While a conſpiracy was ſet on foot by the marines, to murder all 
the officers and ſailors, from no other motive but that of en- 
8 to themſelves the ſhip's proviſions, This deſign was 
Indeed happily diſcovered, and the number of craving mouths 
 Teffened 55 the deaths of the  ringleaders of it: beſides which 
F -. Commotion, ſo much was their diſtreſs encreaſed by ſickneſs and 
Magde. that when this veſſel came to anchor at Monte Vedio, 
in the riverPlate, which place ſhe did not reach till the middle ot 
Fe nd ſhe had loſt more than half her crew. The fate of the 
©: Bevan was as bad; that of the Eſperanga was ſtill worſe ; for 
170 % + out of a crew of fout hundred men only fifty- eight ſyrvived,and 
the whole regiment of foot, fifty men excepted, periſhed, As 
I 425 For the Guipoſcea, after a Jong time driving on the ſurface of the 
Bol Water, as a meer wreck, without either malt or rigging, the 
bott. ends of her planks flarted, her bolts drawn, her ſeams all 
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[ open, and only kept together by fix turns of cable rope tight- 


""*ened round her, the ſurviving crew, to the number of four hun- 
"red, run her a-ſhore at Rio de Patas, on the coaſt of Brazile, 
1 ten leagues to the ſouthward of St. Catherine, aſhore, aſhore, 
being 1 general cry the moment they came near land, where 
mme ſoon ſunk with all her rich goods and furniture. As for the 
Hlermiona, neither ſhe, nor any of the hands, have been ſince. 
bead of; ſo that it is reaſonably ſuppoſed ſhe periſhed at lea: 
A s for the twenty gun tender, ſhe had been broken oP bebe 
1 the ſet out from Maldonado. 2 by Res f 
E 153 feries. of Pizarro's evils were not yet at an end; en A 


"hat year E743, coming over land from Chili to 3.85 uy 
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arrived from Buenos Ayres at Maldonado the day after he 


Ihe calamities they ſuffered are almoſt incredible; a rat on 


dured to lie four days in the ſame hammock with the dead 


* +4 


od one of his officers who had e the ie ; : a l 


| Round, the WORLD. 
they found the ſhatthred Aſia „lying ſtill at Monte Vedio, with 
which, having refited her in the beſt manner poſlible, they 
thought to proceed to Europe; but not having above one hun- 
dred of their old hands to navigate her, they ſupplyed the want 
by preſſing ſeveral of the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres; and 
moreover puting on board her a few Engliſh priſoners, ſeveral 
Portugueſe ſmugglers, and ſome of the country Indians, among 
whom were Orellana, and ten of his followers. He was chief 
of a powerful tribe, who had lately given great diſturbance to-. 4 
the peace of Buenos Ayres ; and theſe had not long before been 9 
ſur prized and made priſoners by a party of Spaniſh horſdJ. 
With this motley crew they ſet ſail about the beginning of, 
November, and the officers ſhewed very little policy, as well us - 
{mall ſhare of commiſeration, in their behaviour to the priſon. 
ers, treating them all, Engliſh as well as Indian, with 3 
Harbarity ; while Orellana, tho” to appearance patient in 
his ſafterings, together with his people, meditated a ſevere. re». 
verge upon his oppreſſors: he endeayoured to cultivate an in- 
timacy with ſuch of the Engliſh as ſpoke Spatiſh, a languag 
in which he was well verſed; and it is not unlikely but 1 
would have diſcloſed his ſcheme to them, knowing them to we, 
enemies to the Spaniards as well as himſelf, had he found them 
of inclinations equally vindictive; but being diſa \ 8 
this expectation, "bo proceeded only with his ten falthfal fl 5 
lowers, on whoſe courage and reſolution he entirely reliee 7 85 
and the following accident precipitated his deſign. 5 
Orellana having one day refuſed to go aloft, a tak to which 
he was quite unequal, was therefore by one of th officers, rev 
markable for nothing ſo much as his brutality, knacked down: 
and beaten in ſuch a violent manner that he lay bleeding pon 
deck for more than two hours, ſo ſtupified with his wounds that”. 
he was ſcarcely able to ſtir ; wherefore, about nine in the eve. 
ning, a day or two after this ill uſage, which ſharpened bis del 
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of revenge, when the principal officers were 'enjoying t the cout 
Be, together with bis followers, came upon the 
made bf thongs of ram hides, to the ends W we 


air on the quarer · deck, the fore · caſtle was manned with => 
the cuſtomary watch, and the waiſt was filled with live cat 2 
x Having armed themſelves with ſarp Dutch knives,” wal. 
3 uſed at meals on boatd, were eafily procured, 8 
8 n eee -headed ſhot 9 he fal nall 10 6 Fe 
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and diſabled above twenty more. | | 
Te conſufion that this maſſacre ſpread among the ſhip's 
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As they approached the great cabin-door, being ordered by 
the boatſwain, not without a ſevere reprimand for their encroah- 
ment, to withdraw, four of them drew off on each fide to- 
wards the gangway, and the other ſix, with their chief, affect - 
ed to retire ſlowly ; inſtead whereof, as ſoon as Orellana ſaw 
the gangways poſſeſſed by his detached parties, he ſet up the 
war cry, a ſound perhaps the moſt terrifying that ever was heard, 


5 E *by cKping his hand hollow to his mouth; upon Which they 
all drew their koives, and brandiſhed their ſlings fo ſucceſsful- | 


ly, that they laid at leaſt twenty Spaniards dead at their feet, 


2 


+. crew is not to be deſcribed ; moſt of the principal officers in 


-- the beginning puſhed into tlie great cabin, where they extin- 


4 PN -Suilied the h2ht and barricadoed the door, while ſome threw 


„ - themſelves into the waiſt among the cattle; numbers hid them- 


#1- ſelves in the flirouds, and many who ſtrove to gain the gang- | 


* 


I: ag Ways fell by the knives of the four Indians who guarded them, 


„ Oreklans hayingentirely cleared the quarter-deck, broke open 
© the heft of arms, which had been removed thither a few days 
before on a flight ſuſpicion of mutiny, but to his great diſap- 
pointment faund nothing but fire-arms; had he had the preſence 


85 * 'of mind to have removed theſe, he would have come at the cut- 
llauſſes of which he was in ſearch, wherewith he intended to have 
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dc eier their gallant chief, 


forced the great cabin, for the cutlaſs is a weapon in the uſe 


* 


ok which the Tadians are well ſkilled. 


„ a * r e ee ITS. 
In the meali time Pizarro and his officers began to come at 


— - 
= a. 


„ 4 


A true knowledge of che ſtate of affairs, by converſing with 


. each other thro“ the port-holes and windows; and underſtand- 
ing the Enptiſh, whom they had much feared, were not con- 
+7. cerned in the mariny, reſolved to attack the Indians before any 
dtßer of the nialecontents ſhould recover their ſurprize and join 


* 


. 2 J 4 17 3 F 
in a bucket Hom che powder-room, they loaded their piſtols, 
having ug r rms, and then venturing to ſet the cabin door 
a little opeb, chey fired among the Indians, and Mindinyetta, 


them) for hieß purpoſe, ammunition being lowered to them 
1144 18 * , | 8 


1 


Ws Oretlana dead on the fpot, his companions, diſdsinigg 
0 | hie! Jeaped inſtantly oy erboar „ HY 
de wn ol them periſhed in the ſea. 
Thus after the veſſel had been more than two hours in por 
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hg n corimanded the, Guipoſcoa, having the good fortune 
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war and a tender, beſides curtailing the naval power of Spain 


repaired, and which it is plain would have ſufficiently attongd 


the north · weſt point of the iſland bearing ſouti ſoochk went. To A 
Frevent the confulion which the arrival of this Jagt We. q 
5 rege. by the forts fireing their guns and volt * bot. 4 


fp and deſire a pilot to bring him into e a re- 
EN No . B * 
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fion of this brave Indian, did Pizarro once again regain the 
command of it, and arrived ſafely therewith on the coaſt of Ga- | 
licia, in 1746, after having been abſent from Europe near ave 
years; and by his afiiduity in watching the moons of Mr. 
Anſon, having occaſioned the deſtruction of four fine ſhips of 


of more than three thouſand able hands; a loſs not eaſily to be 


for the equipment of Mr. Anſon's ſquadron, independent of PE 
every other advantage, if we reflect upon the Weng of the 
marine power of Spain at that cime, 


CHAP. II. 
7 
The ſquadron arrives at the hand of St. Catherine © +; 

The conduct of the governor ſet forth 5, | that and, 
deſcribed, and a fhort review of Brazile; they 3 
proceed to Port Ss. Julian; that port and the cou TE 
try deſcribed ; Mr. Auſon's vaſt diſtreſſes in daulbis ik 
ting Cape j Big : he makes the oY f Tee. A 

| Fernandes. „ 
T the time that we diverted our attention to the this of 6 I 

the Spaniſh ſquadron, commanded by Don Joſeph Pixar. HR 

ro, we left Mr. Anſon at anchor in the road of Madera, from.  -. 
which place he departed on the 3d of November, intending for © 
ot. Jago, one of the Cape de Verd iſlands ; but this reſolution” 3 
he altered the next day, on account of the advancement of the": * 
ſeaſon, and Reered for St, Catherine's, an iſland on the coalt, 1 
of Brazile; the land whereof, extending from, welt to welt (4! 97 5 
welt, and appearing high and mountainode about ſeverteen” 
leagues diſtant, they diſcovered on the 16th of December, and” 
on'the 18th dropped anchor in 12 fathom water;muddy ethane | 


| the commodore diſpatched an officer to ac ede : 1 


: $4: R # Ein Wc 141 9 eg 9 6 e oy 
JC 
. a . A 2} 4 i 
4 . 8 
F 4 


* 


0 Lord ANSON's VOYAGE 
2215 that. was immediately complied with very civilly ; and on 
unday the 21ſt they were brought up paſt the caſtle of Santa 
Cruz, which they ſaluted with eleven guns, and had an equal 
compliment returned them. | 
This iſland has been celebrated by other navigators for the 
* , Wholeſomeneſs of the air, the plenty of refreſhments which it 
'£ . yields, and the hoſpitality of the natives; the direct contrary 
t all which aſſertions Mr. Anſon experienced to be true. 
That gentleman's firſt care was to order all the ſick a-ſhore into 
tents pitched for them: their number amounted to 80 on board 
the Centurion, nor were the infirm on board the pther ſhips 
pProportionably leſs: yet the land air was of {o very little ad- 
_ * 5, - Vantage to them that before they le't the place the afgrementi- 
one veſſel buried twenty-eight ofaher hands, and carfied away 
F _ Ninety-ſixin a very weak diſeaſed condition, their principal 
2  diforder being calentures, which they had contracted in their 
+ ran from Madera, occaſioned perhaps by the warmth of the 
climate, and the offenſi ve ſmell that muſt conſequentially reign 
2; among ſuch a number of men. The proportionable loſs of the 
other Hips did not fall very ſhort of that of the Centurion. 
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hey next proceeded to cleanſe each veſſel thoroughly, by 
>-  Fmoking her decks and waſhing them well with vinegar ; after 
=: which operation they examined and payed her bottom, and 
like wiſe ſecured her maſts and her rigging, the better to pre- 
Pore ker for a voyage round Cape Horn, the dangers of which 
u ere ſo evident to the commodore, that he appointed the differ - 
ent places of rendezvous, the firſt whereof to be Port St. Ju- 
- Jian, where they were to be ſtationed for ten days, and take in 


* 
* 


falt ; the ſecond the iſland Noſtre Senora del Secoro, where 

they were to ply off and on from five to twelve leagues diſtant, 
till their wood and water was conſumed ; and then they were 

tao proceed to Juan Fernandes to take in a freſh ſupply ; and - 
there, if they ſhould chance to hear nothing of their commo-= 
..” dore, he ordered that the ſenior officer ſhould take upon him 
the principal command, giving him, Mr. Anſon, up for loſt; 
and having cruized as long in thoſe ſeas as he could find a ſub- 

| 7 filtence, be was to make the beſt of his way to Macao, aud 


Le from thence ſtretch over toEngland with all poſſible expedition. 

RY. bey let ſail from this iſland January the 18th, having taken 

5 heir wood and water with a ſufficient quantity of freſhpro». -- 
viſioas for which the governor DonJoſe Sylva de Paz took eas, . 
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they ſhould pay extravagantly dear: nor was this the worſt part 
of his conduct; for it was thro* his means intelligence of the 2? 

ſtrength of Mr. Anſon's ſquadron was ſo well known at Buenos 

Ayres ; and a perſon of leis prudence than Mr. Anſon e 

would have quarreled with him, as many parts of his behaviour 

were calculated entirely for that end: and if he did not ſJucceed 27 

. therein, we muſt attribute it to the commodore's prefering the 
vo public good to the gratification of private animoſity. Nor = 


private dealings had inzvitably been diſcovered; for whigh Toa». 

ſon it is plain he ald oe no friend to the Engliſh ſquadrons”... 

The iſland ef St. Catherine lies cloſe to the continent 4 

Brazile, betweva twenty · ſeven and twenty-eight degrees h 

A latitade : it is high land, about nine leagues lowg- and-twer - 2; 

broad; the ſoil over run with wood, and ſo entanigled. mm 

thorns, briar, and underwood, as to he almoſt impenet;able-”. --* 
Here are plenty of pine-apples, lemons, oranges,citron, E * 
es, grapes, apricots, and plantains; and the air is odoriferauty - 

ly perfumed by the vaſt quantities of aromatic trees and ſhry 

of a ſpontaneous growth, which are ſeen on every. hang 18 ” 

flouriſh. Onions and potatoes thrive here well, and are of - ©: 

great uſe to ſhiping ; but not much can be ſaid in praile af th >. 


WY 1 


black cattle, which are ſmall, ſomewhat like buffaloes in ſhape, © I 
but of an indifferent taſte, owing perhaps to their feeding ch iel: 3 | 
ly on wild calabaſhes; nor are the pheaſants of St. Cathering 
over good ; but then the fiſn, which abounds on every fide of 
the iſland, is excellent; nor is the fleſh of its parrots and mons” 
keys to be deſpiſed. The water of this iſland, like that of the: - | 
Thames, is well calculated for keeping at.ſea z having, , 
being caſk'd up a day or two, a green ſcum upon. e ieee, 
which ſoon after ſubſides, and ſinking to the bott 
water clear and very ſweet. There is good anch 
deniency for wood and water on the continent Ag 1 
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..” exlled by the French, Bon port. But Mr. Anſon 
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91, that the climate cannot be very healthful, the free circula- 
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tion of the air being prevented by ſurrounding hills and thick 
woods on every fide, which are cleared in very few places, 
for plantations. "The conſtant circulation of vapour, Which is 
very great, covers the whole country every morning with a 
thick fog, till it is either diſſipated by the {ea breeze or me- 
xidian heat of the fun. Hence comes it that the place is ſo 
cloſe and humid as to occafion ſevere fevers and very violent 


01 Axes ; ; befides which diſadvantages, the ſwarms of muſ- 
| Ketoes and ſand-flies, the latter of which are ſcarcely diſcern- 
able; and bite like bugs, render this iſland a very diſagreeable 
E > * 

St. Catherine's was, till within theſe few years, a retreat 
rhe outlaws of Brazile, who lived here very much at caſe un- 


? | _Knowledged the Portagueſe juriſdiction, In this happy aſylum 
| . the forgot the uſe of money, having plenty of almoſt every 
3 _ thing needful. within themſelves, cloaths excepted, wherewith 
8 8 they were ſupplied by ſuch ſhips as touched here, Which in re- 
urn they ſtored with proviſions. However, things here wore 
no a different aſpect; the governor no longer is teen to trav- 
{+ erſe the iſland barefooted, with ſuch a garment thrown over 
bp him as manifeſts its being made for uſe and not for ſhow ; ; while 
EY ; a baked, but contented, banditti follow at his heels: his appear- 
Ace now is ſplendid, but he has a garriſon of ragged ſoldiers 
undder his command; The occaſion of this alteration is, that 
- great riches are thought to be intermixed with the ſands of the 
ech rivers, and that the harbour before: mentioned is 
dhe moſt capacious and ſecure 8 coaſt; ſo that it is not 
; {Inipollible but that it may, in time, become one of the moſt con- 
© Kdorable ſettlements in South America, 

- Whoever conſiders, that it is not much more than forty years, 
oy nee Brazile was diſcovered to poſſeſs thoſe quantities of trea- 
fure, which have ſo enriched the crown of Portugal, will not 
5 be in the leaſt ſurprized ſhould they find this expectation veriſi- 
. end. Thro' the whole country of Brazile, at the depth of twen- 
= four feet from the ſurface, there is ſaid to run a thin vein of 


9 4 


into the contiguous ſtreams, from the ſknds of Which, 
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the oppoſite fide. It muſt be obvious to the ſlighteſt conſiderati- 


der th e care of a fort of a captain, who in ſome meaſure ac- 


„ the "particles whereof are carried by the ſprings and hea- IF 
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they being obliged, one day with another, to carniſh their mãſ- 
ters with one eighth of an ounce of gold clay, about nine thi 
lings ſterling in value; and whatever ſurplus they obtain, is, by 
a fixed law, their own: ſo that it ſometimes chances, When they 
hit upon a wealthy ſtream, that they purchaſe ſlaves themſelves, 
and live in great ſplendour. The king of PortufaFs fifths of 
the gold yearly exported from Brazile to Liſbon, is ſaid to a- 
mount to three hundred thouſand pounds, the copia W 
is a million and a half. ER... 3 
Diamonds are alſo the natural produce of this country; ẽtt 
are found, as well as the gold, in the beds of rivers, in Tack a= 
bundance, that to prevent their growing too plenty, the king 4 
Portugal! nas lalely eſtabliſhed a diamond company, in Which 2; 
certain property of all the diamondgfound in Brazile is wee, 
and which is reſtricted to the uſe of But eight hundred faves in 2 888 
ſearching for them. This was a very neceſſary: caution, ot; - 
is very likely there are immenſe quantities of theſe valgab 1 
gems among the rocks of chryſtal that are ſcattered the ne 
mountains of the country, whence they are waſhed by the tor- 
rents into the rivers from which they are taken ; hüt then 4. 
is to be obſerved, that it requires more than ordinary i t 
diſcover a diamond. in the rough coat that obſcures its lane. 70 
before it paſſes thro' the hand of the poliſher.. + © 6s TS oY 
It is not above twenty years ſince this precious conmdiis 4 | 
was diſcovered he,; and before there was a certain kh 6 2 
of their value, of the govenors is {aid to. have acquired a 
vaſt fortune by colletdiag ſeveral of the ſtones, which he _ 
'by him as counters ; while many Portugueſe, ſtill living, re., 9 
member with great regret their having flung away ſome of th] 
apparent pebbles, which were of prodigious value. Many 


"ks $6. 1 
. 5 > 


© 


| Taki 


of the diamonds that have been of late brought hente inte * 7 
rope, are ſaid to be in no reſpect whatever inferior to.the- oY 
beſt ever known in the Eaſt- Indies. e 2 8 
But it is time to return to Mr. Anſon's As 5 Ad. 7 
obſerved before left St. Catherine's on the'8th-of January the : 
third day after which, they were attacked by a violent ſtorm, 8 


and a fog ſo very thick, that the fleet was therein totally. gal 0 
eq ; however, they all joined again the following 

eeepted, which they did not come up with via dri U 3" 
15 Alter, when they were almoſt arrived at Port Ste. 
Lf it tf eas as abſolutely e to eee INNS: 
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it was during this time that the Pearl had like to have been ta- 
Ken, as was before obſerved, by Pizarro; and that her com- 


able captain Marray, captain Cheap being turned over to the 


dore conferred upon lieutenant Charles Saunders of the Centu- 
rion, till whoſe recovery from a fever, under which he then 
x Jaboured, Mr. Saumarez, another of theCenturion's lieutenants, 
was ordered to act as maſter and commander of the Trial. 
February the 18th, the ſquadron came to anchor in the bay 
bf Sr; Julian on the coaſt of Patagonia, where the Trial was 
þ Immediately put in repair, being ſupplied by the Wager with 
Aare main-top-maſt, which ſhe converted into a fore-maſt ; 
„ whereby probably the veſſel was preſerved, with all her crew; 
ber maſts were before too lofty, ard had they gone by the 
nin the violent hurricanes which ſhe experienced in doub- 
-- - Ting Cape Horn, and where it was impoſſible for one ſhip to 
„ allift another, her loſs had been inevitable. | 
, 5; That'part of the ſouth continent of America, which is un- 
- +" Sccnpied by the Spaniards, and extends from their ſettlements 
©, 'fothe flreights of Magellan, bears the name of Patagonia; it 
is remarkable for being one continued chain of downs, of a 
light gravelly foil, covered with long coarſe graſs in many 
places, and in others quite bear: ſo free is this tract of land 
=, from wood of every ſort, a circumſtance wherein it differs 
©. from every other known part of the globe, that Sir John 
Narborough, who wintered here in 1670, with a view of pro- 
- Cecuting diſcoveries, ſays he could not pick up the handle of an 


by the Spaniards, upon their firſt ſettling at Buenos Ayres, theſe 
Have thriven ſo prodigiouſly upon the herbage, and encreaſed 
to that degree, that they extend in vaſt herds over this conti- 
nent, as far as ever diſcoveries have been made; being no long- 


er conſidered as a private property, but taken by whoever chu- 


L 
ſes to hunt them down, great quantities of the black cattle being 
; yearly deſtroyed only for their tallow, . hides, and tongues ; 
* and egen the horſes are ſaid, by the Indians at leaſt, to be ex - 


* 1 
. By * * > o 
ene 


al, which had loſt her main · maſt in the aforementioned ſtorm 5 


mander captain Kidd died, who was ſucceeded by the honour- 


Wager, and the command of the Trial being by the commo- 


Hatchet. A few horſes and black cattle having been imported 


g: the carcaſſes that are left by the hunters, falls a 


d dogs, which have alſo multiplied here exceed. 
rones firſt by the Spaniards, whom perhaps | 
5 * 15 * : | 5 $ A 2 
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they left, and ran wild among the cattle, upon findis ſubſiſ . 
tence fo eaſily to be obtained - for it is plain they are © a breed 9 

not originally found in Ametriemmee . 
Altho' thouſands of theſe dogs aſſemble together, there is 
no fear of their diminiſhing the number of black cattle, which © 
they have not the courage to attack in herds ; ſo that they cons ©! 
tent themſelves with bringing down a few ſtragglers, that 2. "A 
parate from the reſt, or elſe with the carrion left by the hunt. Ry | 


ers, who follow the chace on horſeback, upon beaſts trained - 
up thereto ; carrying in their hands a thong 0 Food length, 
with a running knot at the end of it; and of the management. -- 
of this they are ſo much maſters, that they never fail 4 R 
it about the horns of the beaſt they intend to catch,when i 

come to a proper diſtance. The beaſt, when he finds bus 
entangled, generally runs, but the horſe ta es care tg. Fe 


re 
* 


TN. 
25 N 
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pace with him, and prevents the thong from being toe mk \ A 5 
Ia ſecond hunter, who follows the ve, 8. 0 9 
another nooſe about his hinder legs, and then the hf us 


different ways, the beaſt is foon overthrown, and each 
keeps upon the ſtretch, in a contrary direction, till the hunts © 8 
ers diſmount, and ſecure him as they think* proper; much. a. - 
the ſame manner are tygers nooſed, if we can credit the alas” - - 


Frm. W 
* 
. "2 - 


tions of ſome people of eſtabliſhed reputation, 
Sometimes there are two parties of Indians out together; - [7 


one of which goes firſt to bring down the beaſts, while the 
other follows to ſkin them. Though they oftener hamilringe + 
and leave them to languiſh in torment, imagining their anguith- 
will burſt the lymphatic veſſels, and thereby facilitate the” * 
2 of the ſkins, for which, in a day or two, they return, - 
his barbarous practice has been loudly and juſtiy condemned, 
particularly by the prieſts, whoſe thundering anathemas againſt} 
2 3 of it, have not hitherto ben akle entirely ta 
uppreſs it. a. | „ 4; 
There is one peculiar diſadvantage in touching upon this. 3 
port of Patagonia, for which the plenty of fret proviſions 
will not compenſate, and that is want of water, which hither» 
to has been found only in {mall quantities; that whigh com 
mas being brackiſh and ill- taſted, occaſioned pech 
rens and ſaline qualities of the land through whagllnns 
derer, this inconvenience may probably be rewitival 
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which are extremely ſhy and hard to be taken. And on the 
altern coaſt there are plenty of ſeals, with abundance of pe- 
uins, and variety of other ſea-fowls.. There are few inhabi- 
| Ra upon this ſide oſ the coaſt, which at Port St. Julian is not 
more than # hundred leagues over, whereas in the neighbour- 
Hood of Buenos Ayres, where the continent is near four hund- 
fed leagues broad, the natives are numerous and very trouble- 
Tome to the Spaniards, being brave, active, and ſpirited ; and 
+ In manners nearly reſembling thoſe gallant Indians of Chili, 
£  - Who have often fet the Spaniſh power at defiance, and {ill 
F*_ * pohly preſerve their independence. They are generally ex- 
* bs Em horſemen, and extremely expert in the uſe of all military 


pon, fre- arms excepted, the knowledge of which the 
ats take all poſſible precautions to conceal from them. 
„een that the beſt ſtep for ſubverting the Spaniſh 
r Atetica, would be to form a friendfhip with, and 
ee eticourigement to, theſe Indians, and thoſe of Chili. 
oft St. Julian is remarked'by Sir john Narborough as a place 
being exceltent ſalt, and that in quantities ſufficient to fill 
hand ſhips, eſpicially in the month of February; however, 
Mr. Anſon did not find this report verified : the ſalt which his © 
. - eflicers found in the ſalt- pond being ſcarce and bad, occaſioned 
pPerbaps by the more than ordinary wetneſs of the weather. 
be Trial being properly refitted, which occupation had 
©. * Principelly detained the ſquadron at Port St. Julian, the com- 
-mmodore held a council of the principal officers whoſe health 

Would permit them to attend, on board the Centurion; when 
he informed them that his orders were to ſecure ſome port in 
the South-Seas, where the ſhips of the ſquadron might carene : 
And refic, and propoſed an attack upon Baldivia, the principal 
| 13 of Chili, à propoſition to which every member readily 
” afſented; in conſ&uence whereof, new inſtructions were given 
ds thecaptains of the ſquadron, importing, that in caſe of ſepa- 
tation, after a ten days'cruize off NoſtraSenora del Secoro, they 
Were to proceed to forty degrees thirty minutes, and to cruize 

for fourteen days off the harbour of Baldivia; after which ſpace 

they were not joined by the other ſhips, they were 

e their courſe to Juan Fernandes, and to act according ; 
ers, each captain being alſo at the ſame time enn: 
Kathi peril not to ſeparate from the Centurioh bays . 
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anchor, & ſtood out to ſea on the — FE a in the u morn- 
ing, when the Glouceſter not being able eaſily to purchaſe her 
anchor, was obliged to cut her cable, and leave her beſt bower _ 
behind her. And on the 4th of March, the day being remark-. 
ably bright and pleaſant, ſhe had like to have been fet on fire 
by a ſpark fly ing from the forge into ſome gun- powder and 0, 
ther combuſtibles, which an officer on board was preparing for | 
the Spaniſh (quadron, whom they were now daily in expeRa-- 
tion of meeting; however, this accident happily produged. - 
no other effect than that of ſpreading an alarm among the; BR ; 
ple, wh ich quickly ſubſided with the danger. March : 
they firſt diſcovered the land of Terra del Fuego, whaſ 1 
affords a proſpect the moſt dreary and uncomfortfteVT — es 
be imagined ; ic appears, without the leaſt mixe er 
mold, like one continued chain of inacceſſible goth; v2 ps 
ting at a prodigious height in innumerable ragged? Ath», 
ed with eternal ſnow, and the hills whereon 25 riſe cem « 
to have been cleft aſunder, as if by earthquakes the chaſing, - 
horrible to behold, extending thro? the main ſubſtance 6f . 8 5 
rocks almoſt to the very bottom. n « 
In two days after they opened Streights la Maire, thro? which | 
tho? ſeven or eight leagues long, they were hurried by a (tro! 
tide, with good weather, and a briſk gale, in about two Ss 
and as theſe are commonly reckoned the boundaries of the At- 
lantic and Pacific ocean, every heart began to chear up, ia 
giging their dangers almoſt at an end; and that now they wers 
upon the point of realiſing thoſe golden dreams, on which, in 
imagination, they had fenſted ſo long, and in theſe delufve 
hopes they were ſtill more indulged, by the remarkable ſereni- 
ty of the ſky, and the calmnefs of the weather. But ſcarcely 
had they attained the ſouthern extremity of the Streights, before _. 
theſe pleaſing proſpects vaniſhed entirely; the clouds began ts © 
gather on every hand, _ tide turned furiouſly againſt them, | 
the wind ſhifted about io he ſouthward, and came on in fudden 
ſqualls with ſuch violence, hat they were obliged to hang [ their. 
top ſails, avd reef their main ſail, while they were A o by. 
* fix or ſeven Lange! to the eaſtward of 8 ei 
5 ee forward, to'the anderer- than t heee n 
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ed, froma WA POW A of tempeſtuous weather that fur- 

prized the oldeſt fail n board, who unanimouſly confeſſed 
the moſt violent hyrrieMes they had ever ſeen, were but incon- 
ſiderable gales compared to what they now underwent, from 
ſhort and mountainous feas;. any one of which, had it chanced 


to break over the ſhip, whereof there was prepetual leur, would 
75 inevitably have fent her co the bottom. 6 


Amidſt theſe terrors, the ſhip rolled gunwale to, with mo- 
tions fo quick and violent, that without the men proved lucky 


| enough to graſp ſome fixed body, they ran a hazard of being 


2 | : | ci] d and diſable 


daſhed in pieces * her deck or ſides; and theſe concuſſions 
many very uſeful hands, theſe tempeſts were 
| til] more dreadful from the manner of theig, approach, 


* . 5 ich 11.0 generally without the leaſt previous notice, after a 
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cal m.; an interval that had emboldened them to ven- 
8 with the fore - top · ſail ſet, or the courſes dou- 
Td augment the diſtreſſes which they occaſioned, 

erally brought with them quantities of ſnow and 
Kuen ezing over the ſails and caſing the rigging, ren- 
fered them apt to ſnap at the ſlighteſt pull, and beſides benumb - 
ihg the limbs of the ſailors, often mortified their fingers and 


* 
N 


: 5 . ; To that many of them were diſabled from working. 


April the 1ſt, they encountered a ſtorm more dreadful than 

they had hitherto met, which breaking over the larboard- 

s of the Centurion, ſtove her quarter-gallery, and conſider- 
Adly damaged her maſts and rigging ; this was ſucceeded by an- 
other, if poſſible worſe, on the third, wherein the Wager 
_ Toit her mizen-maſt and main top-ſail yard, and the gammon 
_ of the bowſprit, with the fore- -ſtay of the Anna pink were 
broke, as well as all her maſts near coming by the board. 

It being now the 13th of April, they all expected by their 


reckoning i in a few days to have enjoyed ſome eaſe in the Paci- 


c ocean; whentbe hazy weather clearing up a little, & the moon 
mining out on a ſudden, the Anna made a ſignal of ſeeing land 


| right a head : it being then not more than two miles diſtance, 


Rad not the wind luckily ſhifted to weſt-north-weſt, whereby 


PRs they were enabled to ſtand over to the ſouthward, whereas ju 


Hlew in ſqualls from the ſouth-weſt, they had ſarely. 
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+. {en loſt upon this ſhore, which they concluded was that part 
* TOE ” Fuego, called W Frezier, in his chart of gm: els. 
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currents ſhould heve driven them ſo ſtrongly to the eatward'; '; 


for the whole ſquadron eſteemed themſelves upwards of 10 de- 
grees more weſterly than this ifland ; fo that when they ima- 
gined they had ran down nineteen degrees longitude, they had 
not in reality advanced half that diltance. After the mortify- 
ing diſappointment of falling in with the coaſt of Terra del 


Fuego, they ſtood away to the ſouth-welt, ' with the weather 


Pretty favourable, cill April the 24th; in the evening of which, 


1 ; ; £ ts 1 o : $ 4 "uf A F 
eee 


r Ne 


the wind increaſed from a freſh gale to a prodigious ſtorm, yd To 


the weather was ſo very thick, that the whole ſquadron ſepa 


rated ; nor did they meet again till they reached Juan Fend 13 
des. In che mean time tb add to their other difaſters, "Ut 
ſcurvy began to make ſuch a progreſs among them, tnt en m 
board the Centurion only, it carried off forty -three med in . 


the month of April, and double that number in May. 


The many different ſhapes in which this Fre OE 
der, ſo commonly felt upon long voyages, attacks the kamwan . . s 


body, are as ſtrange and unaccountable as its ſymptoms are y& 
rious and inconſtant; it is generally attended with ſwelled le 


putrid gums, ſtrange dejettion of ſpirits, ſhiverings and tre- 5 
blings, with a diſpoſition to be ſeized with unaccoutitable ter- 
rors upon the ſlighteſt accident; it-opened the Wound of ab 


old marine in ſuch a manner as if they” Had never bees 
tho' they had been fifty years cloſed ; 'where a leg had . 
formerly broken and afterwards conſolidated, , it diflolved;t 
caloſity of the bone, & the fracture appeared as if it had nev 


been cured. Apain, ſome of the ſailors, who, tho? 3 £520 
their hammocks, diſcourſed with a loud ſtrong tone of voice, 
having good ſtomachs, and a chearful diſpoſition, were found 


dead upon an attempt made to move them to a different quar- 
ter ; and others, who confided in imaginary ftrength, have 
left their hammocks, reſolving to go upon deck, have expir- 


ed in the way; while upon deck itſelf, nothing was more Im- 


mon than to ſee the men drop dead upon a violent effort of uy. 


However, having now weathered Cape Horn, and the b. 7 
hoſpitable rocks of Terra del Fuego, they indulged e J 
5 2 hoping to find a ceſſation of their trouble in the Aeg 3 
dean. But even here they were deceived ; for bil . "a 
Na they arrived off the iſland of Secoro, in whieWilition 477 | 
| e 


lor ſeveral days, in hope of being joined 57 Toth 


4 euere ſhips, but to no ra 5 nor was this — 
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or ANSON's VOY / GE. 
ment their only uneaſineſs, for they were aterly ignorant of the 
Coaſt, which wore a moſt rugged appearance, & whereon they 
14 feared daily being driven by the weſterly «winds which blow 
} here almoſt conſtantly ; and their eſcaping being RE -vpon 
* +- RK, js next to a miracle. . 
1 The ſqualls of wind were generally very ſevere, accompani- - 
ed with light ſhowers of rain, loud claps of thunder, and flaſh- 
es of lightning, one of which, in ſweeping over the deck, 
went off like the exploſion of a piſtol, leaving behind it a ſul- 
Phureous ſmell, and wounding ſeveral men and officers by 
\ whom it paſſed, It would ſwell this narrative to an huge vo- 
Ie, ſhould we pretend to enumerate the diſaſters, fatigues, 
terrors which they ſuſtained even upon this coaft, till the 
-.” 24h of May; when they were once more aſſailed by a tem- 
es.” Lell, ore terrible than any they had hitherto undergone, for 
d the elements ſeemed abſoluely to have conſpired to their 
3 , almoſt all their ſails were ſplit, their rigging de- 
© - Rroyed, and a mountainous wave breaking over them on the 
| board quarter, ſhifted their ballaſt and ſtores; ſo that the veſ- 
heaved two ſtreaks to port, while her maſts were every in- 
t expected to come by the board. © 
CAS : However, the wind abating, they hn to exert themſelves 
-- In ffiriog up their ſhrouds, reeving new lanyards, and mending 
JE ſais; during which operation they were driving aſhore 
en the land of Chiloe ; but the wind happily ſhifting to the 
Jouthward, they ſteered off land with only a main-ſail, there 
being no body left to manage the helm but the maſter and the 
-xreverend Mr. Walter the commodore's chaplain ; the reſt be- 
_ Ing all buſied in ſecuring the maſts and bending the ſails. This 
was the laſt ſtormy weather they met with hereabouts, for that 
g -. day they got clear of the land ; and after a fortnight's cruize, 
*, Without any of the other ſhips coming up, the weather being 
pretty moderate, they bore away for Juan Fernandes, it be- 
ing the only chance left them to avoid periſhing at ſea, and the 
moſt probable place they could think of whereat to refit and 
recover the ſick; for tho* Baldivia had been the appointed ren- 
*, Jezvous, it was no more thought of, the only hopes now cher 
+.  - Tiſhed on board being that of ſaving the ſhip and the Like re- 
wo mainin lives. Wo TE 
ea , after various N circumſtances, thay gai TT 
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pf a fize to yield any conſiderable timber; the largeſt at ng - 
| 9 is the myrtle, whoſe top grows circularly with zg much 
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t hat not more than ten men could be muſtered on a watch to do 
duty, and even ſome of theſe lame and unable to go aloft. It 


we omit to obſerve that had his directions, been purſued, they 
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with a ſearcity of freſh water, a crew ſo Aiſabled with diſordery, 


were injuſtice to the kriowledge and ſkill of Mr. Anſon, ſhould 


would have made their deſired port on the 28th of May ; but 
his opinion was over - ruled by the majority of officers, where- 
by the ſhip continued twelye days longer at ſea than ſhe 010 
have otherwiſe done; and ſhe loſt between ſeventy and eight 
men, which had was advice worm Ks Res nl 
have been ſaved. 


„ H ap. . ny 2 43 
An account of the ifland of Juan Felnandas! Fa i 
. meaſures purſued by Mr. Anſon there : the Try, 
. Glouceſter, and the Anna Pink alſo make this. 

and: a ſhort review of the various diſtreſſes 18 
previouſly endured.: an account of the Joſs of the N, 

ger, and the adventures of ber Joroiuing ew, Fol 

their arrival in England. 3 * 
HE iſland of Juan Fernandes is flies by Mr. Ane 

ia ſouth-latitude thirty-three degrees forty-five. 0 

utes; but by Dampier inthirty four degrees forty-five mise 72 

and when firſt diſcovered, appears to be ſurrounded with: . 
gy. broken, precipires ; but upon a nearer approach, this e 
couth proſpe& changes into a landſcape the moſt beautiful that” 


can be imagined , and tho' it muſt be at any time pleaſing is. 1 
the eye, yet the delight was infinite which the few ſurviving - ; 
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ſailors enjoyed from the ſight of land covered with woods, in- * ; 
terſperſed with carpets of the lovelieſt verdure, watered with _- 


numerous ſtreams and wanton caſcades, which even ata diſs: 
tance refreſhed and revived thoſe who before were dying 
thirſt. The northern fide of this iſland is compoſed of a fangs 
of craggy hills covered with aromatic trees, none whereokaes 


* 
5 

i 
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rmivy as if it had been clipped by art; and the b R 
an excreſence, in taſte and ſmell like garlic, ey 7 
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22 Lord ANSON's VOYAGE 
tree will not cut to more than a length of forty feet. The pi- 
.Emento or cabbage-tree alſo grows here, but in no great plen- 


ty; and the commodore ſowed plumbs, apricots and peaches, 


Which have ſince thriven exceedingly ; the trees cannot take a- 


ny deep root, for the {oil is looſe, gravelly, and ſo ſhallow, that 
a ſailor, purſuing a goat, happened to ſlip upon a declivity, 
and to ſave himſelf catched hold of, a large: tree which gave 


way and fell with him, as did another of. ſtill more conſidera- 


ple bulk, which he alſo graſped in his fall; ſo that he was daſh- 


ed to pieces amongſt the rocks. An accident of near the ſame 
nature had like to have happened to Mr. Brett, 
It has been obſerved, that ſome of theſe hills of Juan Fer- 


A 


andes reſemble thoſe_in [Chili, the bowels of which term 
_ With pold ; & there are others of a bright red ſoil, more beau- 
Mul than vermilion, the uſes of which perhaps it might be 
up to ſupply upon trial. Purſlain, water - creſſes, wild ſor- 
Joh turnips, Sicilian radiſhes, and many other vegetables, par- 
. ticularly ſuch as are the belt adapted. to the cure of the ſcurvy, 
ound every where on the iſland, whoſe numerous beauties 
_ "Muſt. enchant every perſon that has a taſte for ſimple nature's 
-  Handy-work, her eftorts here far ſaſpaſiing the elegance of la- 
| -Vouring art. Few parts of the globe can perhaps equal in dig- 
- - Hity and grandure, many ſcenes to be met with among theſc 
Mille, whoſe openings preſent to the inraptured view, vallies in- 
_ 'Svitely charming, where the ſhade and fragrance of the neigh.- 
bHouring woods, the Ioftineſs of the over-hanging rocks, the 

Frequent falls of the Turrounding ſtreams, and the tranſparency 

ey -H waters form a retreat more pleaſing than poet ever fa- 
_ bled. : | he =. 


tub 


The abundance of goats which former navigators are ſaid to 


- Have found upon this iſland, have been much diminiſhed by 


the dogs ſet aſhore here for that purpaſe by the Spaniards, to 


deprive the buccaneers of the advantages which they reaped 
from their numbers, whereby they were ſupplied with plenty 
of proviſions. ' Among ſome ſuch of theſe animals as fell into 
the hands of the Centurion's men, there were found two of three 


of moſt venerable aſpect, which from having their earsMlit, they _ 


{ſuppoſed to have formerly belonged to Mr, Selkirk. The dogs: | 
Having increaſed exceedingly, have made themſelves. mit W 
'of all the acteſſible parts of the iſland ; while the few ſum ing 
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. Mr. walter, i in his account of this voyage, telle 
us, that he ſaw a troop of dogs endeavouting to gain a hill, en 
the top whereof there was a large flock of goats; and that che N 


leader of them followed by the reſt, upon the firſt approach of + 
the dogs, marched to a defile, by which only the eminence a, 
be attained, and there poſting himſelf, like another Leonidas 
defending his Thermopy le, reſolutely waited the onſet, Which 
the dogs did not chufe to make; but lay down panting for breath' - 
at the diſtance of about twenty yards: and after having reſted 
themſelues, and reconnoitred the foe, they thought it beſt to* 
march back to the deſtruction of ſome young ſeals, upon Whiek 
food they now principally ſubſiſt, for they certainly can get but | 
few goats; and ſome of them have been bold enough to attack 
the human ſpecies, for they are of a large daring bree. 
The males of the ſea-lions, which animal, during the win © 
ter, covers all the ſea · coaſt, have furious battles about their 
mates; & he may be juſtly pronounced the beſt warrior among 33 
them, who is ſurrounded with moſt females. The hearts — 922 
and tongues of them are moſt delicious food, and they are ſo 
very fat, that one of them has been known to yield a bart of be. 
a” "+. 


-; 


The bay abounds wich plenty of delicious $0, but more pr? 
ticularly with a ſort of cray-fiſh, weighing eight or nine pong: — 
apiece ; and there were formerly à great number of cats here 
but theſe have been deſtroyed by the dogs; as have the Pardela, - 

a ſort of bird that uſed to burrow'in the ground. Beſides the” 
hawk, the owl, the blackbird, and the huming-bird, not ma. 
ny of the winged ſpecies are to be met with on this land. 

We ought to have remarked before that the ſea- lion, or Ho 5 
neſs, is a creature extremely fond of its mate; and there Was 
an inſtance of this in one of the latter attacking a ſailor, who Was 

careleſly fkining her companion, whom he had killed; and 
the beaſt having contrived to get the poor feflow's head In her 
mouth, ſcored it in feveral places with her teeth, wounding 
| af thereby fo deſperately that he died i in two or three tay» 
don. | 
The ſhip was no ſooner brought into a ſafe birth upon this i. 
85 ſaws, than meaſures were taken for erecting tents a-ſhare for 
de reception of the fick, the number of whom amounted to' | 
_ Onthunored and fixty-ſeven perſons, twelve or foutteen Where 3 Vp 
— 2 5 Siew 0 being expoſed t to — freſh a air. T here/wai 4 necaf 3 | 
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ſity for removing the oreateſt part of 83 foe they were quite. 


helpneſs, in their hammocks, a work of conſiderable fatigue, in 


which Mr. Anſon, with his uſual chearfulneſs and humanity, 


as well as his officers, bore an equal part. Tt will not be amiſs 
to obſerve, that ſo inveterate was this diſorder which raged a- 
mong them, that it did not abate of its fury in leſs than twenty 
days, after the landing of the crew, but they continued during 


the firſt ten or twelve days, to bury ſix or ſeven of their people 
daily ; - and this horrible diſeaſe ſeemed as if i it had reſolved 
that no force ſhould diſplace it. 

Previous meaſures being ſettled for the recovery of the ſick ; 
their next care was to purge and cleanſe the ſhip thoroughly, 
which was become extremely loathſome ; and that employment 
being properly ended, they proceeded with all poſſible expedi- 


tion to lay in their wood and water; in which they made the 


more haſte as they feared the return of Pizarro's ſquadron, 


Which it was plain, from the heaps of freſh aſhes and ſcattered 


fragments of fiſhbones, had been lately hree, and it was impoſſi- 
ble that Mr. Anſon, ſhould be as yet acquainted with that offi- 


cer's melancholy condition; and Mr. Anſon in his preſent cir- 
.. cumftances, wich only thirty hands to man a fixty-gun ſhip, 


certainly not a match for any ſhip of force. In order to 


mate the more diſpatch, the ſmiths and ſail-makers were ſet to 


work.upon mending the chain-plates and decayed work, as well 
as the fails and damaged rigging. 
We ſhould have premiſed, that a few days after the Centu- 


rion had arrived here, the 1'ryal-ſloop appeared in ſight, and 


was brought into harbour with the help of ſome men diſpatch- 
ed to her aſſiſtance in the long boat by Mr. Anſon, having on- 


1y three men, beſides captain Saunders, her commander, and 


her lieutenant, able to ſtand to the ſails, having chrown thirty- 
four of her hands overboard in this run, and the rett being down 


in the ſcurvy, 
On the 21ſt of June the Glouceſter was diſcovered to the I 
feeward, making the beſt of her way for the iſland, tho' they 
were not convinced of her identity till the 26th, when ſhe ap- 
peared full in view, and the commodore firaightway diſpatch - 3 
ed his long boat on board her with a ſupply of freſh water aa 
vegetables, whereof ſhe ſtood in prodigious need; ſor withont | 


this timely aid, her people had certainly expired thro” thirſt, 


being put to the allowance of! a pint of water each man per TY 
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and at that rate, having no more left than what would have ſerv- 
ed them twenty four hours. It was the misfortune of this veſ- 
ſel to continue driving off and on, till July the 23d, ſometimes 
out of ſight of the land, in the oreateſt diſtreſs imaginable, and 
the molt eminent danger of foundering. Theſe difficulties 
were occaſioned by the winds and currents ſetting ſtrongly a- 
ainſt her: however ſhe at laſt made the northwelt point of the 
y, with a flowing fail, and in an hour came to a ſafe anchor, 
at a time when the people on board began almoſt to deſpgir of 
| ever gaining land, or ſeeing an end of their calamiues but in 
death. 
Theſe two ſhips, & the Anna pink, which arrived here about. 
the middle of Auguſt, being a welcome fight, becauſe of t 
roviſions which ſhe carried, were the only ſhips that ever join- 


ed the ſquadron; for the Severn and the Pearl, having been 


arted from the commodore off Cape Horg, with difhculyy 
reached Brazile, whence they made the beſt of their way back 
to Europe. We ſhall ſpeak ſhortly more largely of the adven- 
tures of the Wager, which ſhip was run a ſhore on a folate 
iland, where ſhe was loſt ; but firſt we ſhal] detain the r 155 


few moments with a view of the adventures of the Anna before 
ſhe reached this iſland. T his veſſel tell in with land in ſoriy-⸗ 3 2 


five degrees fifteen minutes ſouth latitude, at the diſtance ol:fauy 


leagues, om the 16th of May; on the firſt fight of hich” they ; f 
wore ſhip, and ſtood to the ſouthward ; but their foretop: fail 
ſplitting, a bard gale at weſt ſouth-weſt drove them towards th 


ſhore, which ſhe was unable, and ſome ſay the captain was un- 
willing, to avoid, hoping for ſhelter and refreſhment, amo 
the many iſlands then in ſight, In about four hours ſhe groped 
anchor off the iſland of Inchin ; but neither being near enough 


the eaſt ſhore, nor yet having a ſufficiency of hands to yeer 27 
way the cable briſkly, they continued to drive for two days till : 
they came within a mile of land, whereon they expecteiſ every 7 


moment to be wrecked, when on a ſudden they came to the 


fide of a ſmall gut, which running between the iſland yd Like. 7 ; 3 


main, afforded excellent anchorage in ſmooth; water, aus 
cufity againſt all weathers. This was a happy chan of 8 
grew which the hour before had giving themſelves up BR, 
5 without any hope of being preſerved, for their boats 7Wer 
leaky; and, ſhould they chance to reach the ſhore, thi 


hiſtorians © 


Ws a prey co the ſavage diſpolition eh the Vat 75 hd 


bat bn Al hh 4 "I * 
_ 


J * 
> 4 


26 Lord ANSON*s VOYAGE 


ö hiſtorians award to the natives of the climate ; and even now 
4 boy this terror remained with them, tho' but ili founded, as ap- 

5 pears from their not meeting one native during their ſtay upon 
the iſland: the only human creature, beſides themſelves, that 
they had fight of here, being an Indian, with his wife and two 
young children, who came into the harbour in a perigua, hav- 


A reel with worked, a flint and ſteel, à cradle, ſome roots of a 


and ſome barks of trees wherewith to cover their huts. 
The maſter of the pink had them brought on board in his 


im to ſome enemy, uſing them with great good nature, and 
permitting them all the day the free uſe of the deck, but at 
night locking them up in the forecaſtle; he fed them with the 
flame victuals that were given to the ſhip's crew, and ſometimes 
* *.  Iidulged them with a little brandy, of which liquor they were 
£ very fond. This Indian was a man of very good natural parts, 
—_—_— in making himſet underſtood by ſigns, and to all ap- 
R e extremely kind and docile ; and after he had been a 
> 80 while captive, he made his efcape with his wife and fami- 

ß, by geiting thro? the ſcuttle, one night that he found it un- 
nailed, into the yawl, wherewith he Towed a. ſhore, having 
+ Heſt turned che long boat and his own perigua a drift, which 
the crew found it difficult to recover Had this ſagacity and 
> Fefolution extended to a more enlarged object than that of a 
$* Angle family, the fame of this man had been immortalized ; 
- "and his late maſters did ſo much juſtice to his merit, that they 
Teft proviſions for him in places from whence they ſuppoſed ba 

took it, as it was ſoon gone: and this kind office they Gail; 
_ Fepeated. His efcape, however, influenced them to precipitate 
their departure, fearing he would diſcover them either to the 

Spaniards, or to ſome of the barbarous inhabitants; of the 

latter particularly they were under violent apprehenſions. Tt 
was on this occaſion the maſter of the pink was perſuaded tc 
_ceaſe firing the evening gun ; a practice to which he had hi- 


ellow hue and infipid taſte, ufed by them inſtead of bread, 


ing with them a dog, a cat, a fiſhing-net, a hatchet, a knife, 


© dy and detained them leſt they ſhou!d have diſcovered. 


'therto couſtantly adhered, out of an oſtentatious imitation' eln 
mant war at ſetting the watch; but he was at length convingc- 
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after this accident, * having taken in Lis wood and water, ks, 
made the beſt of his way to Juan Fernandes. 1 
The maſter of the pink not having taken an exact obſerva- | 


tion, was not able to aſcertain the latitude of this iſland; bow- . 
ever, it ſeems to be one of the Chonos lands, which. extends. ; 
all along that coaſt, according to the Spaniſh accounts; and it 
1s very probable that it borders upon forty-five degrees thirty 
minutes ſouth latitude. Here are two good coves, where ſhips, 
may conveniently heave down in ſecure- ſhelter. Several, 
ſtreams of excellent freſh water fall into the harbour, and one 
of them is ſo luckily ſituated, that caſks out of it ſtanding in 
the long boat, may be filled with an horfe. Tho? it was winter 
when the Anna pink was upon this iſland, the air was mild, 
and the ground covered with a beautiful verdure, yielding; 
nettle tops, wild celery, and other refreſhing vegetables: the. 
freſh water rivers abound wich excellent mullets; and  cockles, - 
and muſcles of an extraordinary large ſize are found in gre? 
plenty upou. the ſea- coaſt; theſe are a food extremely delici- 
cious, as are alſo the geeſe, ſhags, and penguins, of which chere 
are plenty enough farther inlaud. 
With reſpe& to making diſcoveries vp the country, this. 
could not poſſibly be expected ſrom a crew of not more t | 
ſixteen or ſeventeen perſons, ignorant of the coalt, and laboumg 
ing under perpetual apprehenſions of being attacked by, an __ 
enemy. 5 
Having brought the Anna pink, the Tryal, and the Gionz ©», 


ceſter back to the commodore, and taken notice of the Foun A 
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purſued by the Pearl and Severn, f it now remains for us to 5 
ſome account of the Wager, and her various diſtreſſes, or "v3 
being divided from the +*y of the ſquadron off Capeiipir. WT. 
The Wager was commanded by captain Cheap, who wann "ag 
tremely ſolicitous about reaching N having on boar 2 
ſome few field- pieces, cochorns, and other kind of miſicar 008 
ſtores, beſides pioneers tools ; 2H which implements ve xd 7.4 
| have been much wanted in caſe the projected attack upon that 6 
place had been adhered to, Theſe couliderations induced the | 
captain, in ſpite of the ſhip's diſtreſſes, to make the bell of b 3 
way to the firft rendezvous at Secoro, whence he intended to 5 


Have ſteered for Baldivia, in caſe he miſled of the ſqaudron S 
tlie hit mentioned place. 
EN: This was his determined reſolution, Wien: on che 1 
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of the 14th of May, he fell in with land in ſouth latitude forty- 
ſeven degrees, of which exerting himſelf to get clear, he fell 
down and diſlocated his ſhoulder, whereby he was rendered 
incapale of acting; and the crew not taking praper pains 
to work her off the coaſt, ſhe ſtruck on a ſunken rock, and 
ſoon after bulged and grounded between wo imall iſlands, 
about a muſket thot from thore. The confuſion produced by 
this accident was inco ceivably heightened by the rebellious 
diſpoſition of the crew, wno imagining the loſs of the ſhip de- 
roy ed the captain's ſuperiority, and put them all on an equal 
footing, fell to rifling her ſtores and drinking her liquors, 
without any attention to their calamitous condition. In this 
Ktuation many of them got ſo drunk, that they were drowned 
by the water flowing into the wreck, at a time when they were 
- . Incapable of retreating ; a proceeding againſt which the cap- 
„ gain, and ſome of the ſoberer people, had admoniſhed them be- 
ore hand to no purpoſe : and fo far were they tranſported by 
their unaccountable frenzy, that ſome of thoſe who had itaid 
090. board out of obitinacy, being afraid of the veſſel's parting 
Wich the weather, which was next day very ſtormy, pointed a 
- FSeur pounder from the quarter deck, againſt the hut wherein 
they ſuppoſed captain Cheap to be ſheltered, which they fired 
gt and very narrowly miſſed ; and all this becaule the boat, 
Which they had before rejected, did not put off to their aſſilt- 
ànce ſo ſoon as they expected, upon 2 ſignal for it being hung 
out: nay, ſo very mutinous was their diſpoſition, that there 
was no poſſibility of huſbanding ſuch proviſions as could be ſav- 
= ed out of the wreck, or of making a proper diviſion thereof; 
+ Fort there was nothing but frauds, concealments, and thefts a- 
-, Mong them, which were productive ofecternal diſcords. 
_ Another important point was the captain differing with al- 
Wioſt all his people in opinion concerning the meaſures to be 
, Purſued in the preſent exigency. The common reſolution of 
| the malecontents was to lengthen the long boat, & accompani- 
| +. ed by the other boats to ſteer to the ſouthward, and paſſing 
| Magellan's Streights to endeavour to gain the coaſt of Brazile, 
whence they fyppoſed they ſhould eaſily find conveyance to 
Great Britain. However hazardous this attempt appeared, it 
preſented adawning hope of their being able to reach their own 
country once again; which reviving circumſtance outweighed _ 
every other confederation, t . Pp 
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The captain s deſign was of quite a different nature; his in- 
tention being to fit up the boats in the beſt manner pofible, & 
to proceed with them to the northward, where, as be had above 
one hundred men in good health, with ſome fire arms and am- 
munition, he did not fear ſeizing upon ſome Spaviſh veſſel, ag 
there was almoſt a certainty of meeting with many in the neigh- 
bourhhood of Chiloe or of Baldivia ; and then he intended ta 

proceed to Juan Fernandes, which iſland, it appeared proba- 
ble to him could be made with the boats only, even if they 
ſhould fail taking a prize. This project was always foremoſt 
in the captain's thoughts, and Jed him underband, to obſtruc 
as much as in him lay the meaſures of his opponents, whers- 
with, however, he appeared outwardly to comply. The fol» 
lowing unhappy accident fell out in the interim, that conſidera- 
bly heightened their diflentions. A midſhipman of the name of 
Cozens, who had involved himielf in broils with moſt of the 
officers, and ſeveral times inſulted even the captain himſelfz, 
took upon him to abuſe the purſer cloſe to the captain's tent, 
for topping the allowance of a lazy fellow who had refuſed ts 
work. The diſpute was productive of high words and very 
ſcurrilous language, eſpecially on the fide of Cozens, at whole _ 
inloleat behaviour the purſer, growing enraged, cried out, 4A 
utiny, a mutiny, the dog has poſtols ! at the ſame time he + 
| Ared a piſto] himſelf, the report of which being heard by the 
captain, he ruſhed out of his tent, and not doubring but it Was 
Cozens who had fired, ſhot him thro' the head inſtantly ; and 2 
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the wound proved r ſor it killed him at the end of ſour- 
teen days. This action, for ſome time, rendered the crew 
more ſubmiſſive than before ; but about the middle of October, 
when the boats were almoſt ready to ſail, the majority of them 
put the captain under a guard, pretending they would carry 
him priſoner to England, there to be tried for murder: but 
when they were juſt ready for ſea, they ſhewed that they had 
never intended this meaſure, by ſeting him at liberty, and leave 
ing to him, and the few who choſe to partake of his fortune, 
only the yaw], to which the barge was afterwards added, be- 
cauſe the people on board her were prevailed. on to return 
beck. Out of one hundred and thirty men that ſurvived the 
. wreck of the Wager, thirty died during their ſtay upon this 
Hand, for ſuch in the end it proved to be, ah not park of the | 
en, as had been firſt imagined. 1 . 
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The number that embarked iv the long boat and the cutter 
for the ſouth ward, were eighty, who, at their going off, gave 
the captain and his company, conſiting of nineteen perſons, 
three cheers: This was on ihe thirteenth of October, five 
months af er the loſs of the Wager; and on the 29th of Janua- 
ry following, theſe adventurers arrived at Rio Grande, on the 
Brazile coaſt, having Joſt the cutter, and being reduced from 
eighty to thirty perſons, and thoſe in the greateſt miſery thro? 
want of food and water. The captain, and the companions 


of his misfortunes, were not able, through the badneſs of the 


weather, and other intervening difficulties, to fit their barge 


and yawl for their expedition northward, till the 1..th of De- 


cember; and they had ſcarcely been an hour at ſea, before the 
winds blew a hurricane, and the waves ran ſo very high, that 
they were obliged to throw overboard moſt of the proviſions | 


they had ſaved from the wreck, to prevent their going to the 


| mo 


This hardſhip retarded their progreſs conſiderably, as they 
were thereby neceſſitated to make every ſhore they could poſ- 
fibly reach, to procure themſelves ſubſillance ; moreover theit 


5 2 6 ſunk as ſhe lay at anchor, with one of their hands on 


oard, who was drowned; and there not being room ſuffi- 


SCiegt on board the barge to ſtow her complement of men, they 
were forced to leave four marines behind them on a deſolate 


ſhore. Notwithſtanding this chain of diſaſters, they continued 
to puſh to the northward till the end of January; when, hav- 
158 made three unſucceſsful attempts at doubling a head land, 
fappoſed by them to be Cape Tres Montes, they put back, al- 
moſt in deſpair, to their former birth, which they had named 
Wager liland, and came up with it in the middle of the month 
of February. Diſheartened at their repeated diſappointments, 
and quite worn out with hunger and fatigue, here they were 
ſeaſonably relieved by ſeveral pieces of beef which had been 


lately waſhed out of the wreck, and ſtill ſwam upon the water. 


Soon after this piece of good fortune two canoes came amon 


4 them, on board one of which was a native of Chiloe, who, 


underſtanding a little Spaniſh, was induced by Mr. Elliot, 


"the ſurgeon, who ſpoke the language, to conſent to tranſ- 
port captain Cheap and his people to Chiloe; in conſidera - 
tion of which kindneſs he was to have the barge and "afl 
that belonged to her. Accordingly, on the 6th of ons | 
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eleven perſons, to which the company was now reduced, em- 

arked on board the barge, but after a few days voyage, fix 
of them, with an Indian, went off in this little veſſel, ſeav- 
ing a-ſhore the captain, lieutenant Hamilton of the marines, 


Mr. Elliot the ſurgeon, the honourable Mr. Byron, and Mr. 


Campbell, two midſhipmen ; who were in. a moſt diſconſolate 
condition, on a dreary barren coaſt, without proviſion, or the 
ſmalleſt means of procuring any; for their arms, their ammu- 
nition, and every little convenience of which they had been 


maſters, were carried off in the barge. They now ſaw a near 
completion of their calamities, and nothing but a proſpe& * 


of inevitable deſtruction, when the Indian, with whom 


they had bargained to convey them to Chiloe, retarned wick 
his cauoe. It ſeems he had been out a-fiſhing, and left the 


barge in care of another Indian, h, it was very probable the 
ſailors had forced out to ſea. 


This honeſt Indian, when he firlt miſſed the barge and. his 

companion, concluded that he had been murdered ; but being * 
at length ſatisfied of the contrary, he adhered to his tormer 
promiſe of conveying captain Cheap and the four gentlemen a 
long with him, to ſome of the Spaniſh ſettlements, promifing 7 
to ſupply them with proviſions enough all the way ; for no per- 
ſons are better filled in fiſhing and fowling than ths Indus. 1 
For theſe purpoſes he provided ſeveral of his neighbuurs in o-- 
ther canoes ; with whom the captain embarked, together with 
ais four companions, one of whom, viz. Mr. Elliot, the -. 
furgecn, died in the paſſage. Tt was the middle of March SS 


when they left the Wager iſland, and about the beginning of 


PA June they arrived at the ifland of Chiloe, where the Spaniards 
treated them with great humanity. Lieutenant Hamilton was 


by ſome accident left behind in the way, and did not arrive 
here till the latter end of Auguſt, 4 


To ſuch an ill ſtate of health were theſe four N red. = 


ced by cheir various dift;eſſes, that it was not without great dif- 


Aculty they recovered, nature being aimoſt worn out on cheir | F : 


ercival here. 


— 


From Chiloe they were tranſmit ted to Valparaiſo and thence 2 
95 to St. Jago, the capital of Chili, where, after having continue 
Eck about a year, captain Cheap, lieutenant Hamilton, and Mir. If 


13 were allowed to embark for Europe on board a French 


a * we news of a cartel being fetiled between Great- 5 


Britain 
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Britain and Spain; but Mr. Campbell having turned roman ca- 


tholic at Buenos Ayares, returned to Spain with Pizarro in the 


Aſia; but failing of his endeavours to procure himſelf a com- 
miſſion in that ſervice at the court of Madrid, he returned to 
England, hoping to be again reinſtated in the Britiſh,mavy ; 
however, his proceedings among the paniards were tog recent 
to admit of his meeting fueeeſs in that attempt. This gentle- 
man has publiſhed a defence of his condu&', together with a me- 
morial of his ſufferings ; and has ſince that time obtaine 
miffion in the royal navy of Portugal. | 


CHAP. IV. 


The Tryal ſloop ſent in ſearch of the Severn and Pearl 
10 Maſafuero ; no news of them; Majafuero deſcribed; 


. tbe Anna pink is broke up: an enumerationigf the 
boſſes of the Centurion, the Glouceſter, and the Try- 
al; ſeveral prizes taten; the tryal condemned as 


unf for ſervice, and ſunk ; her name given to @ 
prize; Mr. Anſon's tenderneſs of his priſoners ; an 


attempt upon Paita reſolved upon. 


' FYOMMODORE Anſon imagiring that either the Pear! or 


be Severn might touch at Maſafuero, in fight of which 


the Glouceſter had been, before ſhe made Juan Fernandes, diſ- 
. patched the Tryal to enquire into the truth of his ſuſpicions ; 
and ſhe returned, after having ſailed quite round the iſland 


without having gained the ſmalleſt intelligence whatſoever con- 
cerning them. Maſafuero has been always repreſented by the 
Spaniards, who call it the Leſſer Fernandes, as a barren rock, 
without wood, water, or proviſion of Wtiy kind. But this ap- 
pears to be a political falſi y, aſſerted to prevent hoſtile veſſels 
from touching here, It bears from the Greater Juan Fernandes 
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weſt by ſouth, at the diſtance of twenty-two leagues; is-cavery 
ed with trees, exhibits ſeveral fine ſtreams of freſh-water,. ayg 
abounds with goats, which, not having been often chaced, are  ”. 
eaſily brought down. The ſhore is beſpread with ſeals and; 
ſea-lions, and on the north fide there is anchorage in deep wax 
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ter, . in caſe of neceſſity, a ſingle ſhip may dogs , 


cloſe under the ſhore; tho” the convenience thereof ciinnot be 
boaſted of, as it lies expoſed to all winds but the ſouth. The 
latter part of the month of Auguſt was ſpent in unloading the 
proviſions of the Anna pink, which veſlel, upon a ſcrutiny of 
all the carpenters, was judged unable to live upon the water; 
wherefore, upon a petition of Mr. Gerrard her maſter, to the 
commodore, ſhe was purchaſed, with all her furniture, for the 


uſe of the ſquadron, at the rate of three hundred pounds, to be | 


paid to her owners. And her crew, conſiſting of ten men and 
the maſter, were entered on board the Glouceſter, which ſhip 
had but eighty-two ſailors remaining alive, out of three hun- 
dred that ſhe brought out of England ; two, out of forty-eight 
marines, and every one of her invalids were periſhed, The 
Centurion, fince her leaving St. Helen's to this time, had buri- 
ed two hundred and ninety-two of her hands, and had now ra- 
maining on board two hundred and fourteen. She had loſt for- 
ty· ſix out of fifty invalids, and fixty-eight out of ſeventy 
marines, officers included: ſo that upon a computation, i 

pears that theſe three ſhips, which brought out of England nine. 


hundred and ſixty- one men, had among them in all, in Septem- 
ber 1741, only three hundred and thirty-five people left alive, 


boys included: a number ſcarcely ſufficient to man the Centuri- 
on, and at the beſt, ſcarcely ſufficient, with the ney ener 


of their ſtrength, to navigate the three ſhips. 


The ſeaſon for navigating in this climate being now near at 


hand, every body exerted himſelf in preparing the ſhips far 
ſea, all hands being buſied for this purpoſe. About eleven in 
the morning of the 8th they diſcovered a ſail, which the Cen- 


turion, being in moſt forwardneſs, made after as faſt as poſh= 
ble; but loſing her track in the night, they kept on\a ſouth- 
eaſt courſe, in hope of coming up with her, as they ſu 
her bound to Valparaiſo ; but not petting ſight of her _ 
they reſolved to ſteer back to Juan Fernandes; when, 
three in the morning of the 12th, a briſk gale ſpringing up at 
weil {outh-weſt, obliged them to lie upon a north-weſt tack, 
which, to their agreeable ſurprize, brought them, upon the 
break of the morning, in ſight of a ſail, at about five leagues diſ- 
"ance, but not the ſame they bad ſeen before. She appeared to 
he a large ſhip ; and upon her hoiſting Spaniſh colours,” and 
e ou the Centurion, the Commodore ordered every 
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thing ready for an engagement ; but upon nearer approach ſhe 
appeared to be a merchant, without a fingle tier of guns, who 
had miſtaken the commodore for her conſort, She ſurrendered 
at the fire of only four ſhot, and Mr. Saumarez, the Centuri- 


on's firſt lieutenant, was ordered to take poſſeſſion. and to ſend 


all the priſoners, beginning with the officer's and paſſengers, 
on board the commodore. She was called the Nueitra Senora 
de Monte Carmelo; her cargo conſiſted of ſugar, and large 


quantities of coarſe blue cloth, manufactured at Quito, toge- 
ther with ſome indifferent tobacco, and a few chelts of wroug ht 


plate and dollars, weighing about two hundred pounds aver- 


- dupoiſe : her burthep was four hurdred tons : ſhe was manned 
with fifty three ({ailors, black and white, ard bound from Cal- 


ao to Valparaiſo. The intelligence received from the pri- 
ſoners on board this prize was of the greateſt conſequence to the 
-Englih ſquadron ; for by this they firſt learned part of the fate 


of Pizarro's ſquadron, as alſo that the viceroy of Mexico had 
TY Joſt: taken off an embargo that had been laid upon all ſhipping 


hoſe ſeas,” ſuppoſing chat the Engliſh ſquadron, of whom 
he had not lately recieved any news, muſt certainly have pe- 
'Tiſhed in doubling Cape Horn, the apprehenſions of which ene- 


my had ſolely occaſioned the embargs. They alſo now learn- 


.ed, that had they made Jaan Fernandes, when in reality they 


firſt diſcovered it, May the 28th, they had certainly fallen in 
with ſome Span iſh. ſhips which had been fitted out by the vice- 
roy of Peru, and-ſent thither to cruize, in expectation of catch- 
ing ſach of them as might chance to eſcape round Cape Horn; 
"and that theſe veſſels had not quitted their ſtation till the Gth 


of june, when they gave the Ungliſh up for loſt. & returned to 


Calao; ſo that this delay, which had formerly appeared fo ter- 
rible a misfortune, occaſioning the loſs of near eighty men, was 
in reality a great piece of good luck, and the abſolute cauſe of 
preſerving the ſhip and the ſurviving crew. It appearing by 
letters on board this prize, that ſeveral other merchantmen 
were now at ſea between Calao and Valparaiſo, Mr. Anſon 
having reinforced the Fryal floop with ten of his own hands, 
ſent ber to cruize off the laſt mentioned port; and at the ſame 


time, ordering the Glouceiler, captain Mitchel} commander, 


to proceed to ſouth latitude fifty degrees, and crmze off the 
"land of Patia till-he ſhould be joined by the commodore; and 5 


the better to enable her for this run, he put on denn her e 
ä * 
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chree . 2 ſix paſſengers boa the Carmelo, which he 


alſo fitted out as a ctuizer with four fix pounders, the ſame 

nu umber of four pounders and two ſwivels. 
September 19 the Centurion and her prize, weighed from 

the bay of Juan Fernandes, to make her courſe to the eaſt- 


ward, to join the Tryal off Valparailo. On the 24th in the 


evening, they came up with her, having at firſt taken her for 


an enemy, and prepared to engage. T hey found ſhe had ta- 
ken a prize of ſix hundred tons burthen, with much ſuch a care! 


go as that of the Carmelo, and about five thouſand poungs in 
ready money But to counterbalarce this ſucceſs, the Tryal's; 
main top-mall came by the board, and ſhe had the ill luck t 
ſpring both her main and fore malt. Beſides theſe mortiſy ing 


circumſtances, the wind blew {o hard, and there was ſuch a 


hollow ſea, that there was no poſſibility of aſſiſting her; not yet 
was the to be left in ſuch unbappy circumſtances, During this 
embarraſſment, it is certain that ſevetal conſiderable pri | 
mult certainly have eſcaped them. The weather proving more: 
moderate on the 27th, the captain of the T'ryal came on board: 


the Centurion, bringing with him an inſtrument ſubſcribed.by:” 75 
himſelf and all his oflicers, ſetting forth, that the veſſel was dar > 
leaky and deſeclive, that it was of the utmoſt hazard of heir 


lives they ſtayed on board her, for that at the next foul wear: 


ther- ſquall there could be no hope of keeping her above waters IN | 
unleſs ſhe were repaired in ſuch a manner as their preſent ſuu - © 


ation could not poſſibly admit of ; wherefore the commodore 
having ordered every thing uſeful out of her on board the prize 
ſhe had taken, together which captain Saunders and her crew, 
ſhe was ſcuttled and ſunk. This neceſſary buſineſs being diſ- 
patched, captain Saunders proceeded in the I ryal's prize to 


her (tation off che north north welt point of Valparaiſo, attend- 


ed by lievienant Saumarcz in the Centurion's prize; while, the 
Centurion herſelf bore away to the ſouthward, with a view of 
eruizing for ſome days to the windward of Valparaifo, from 


whence ſhe intended to proceed to Piſco or Naſca, which the 3 


_Cpmmodore named as a place of rendezvous. 
„The various delays they had mer were of ſuch bed cools 


wy quence, that it was the zth of November before they could 


- Giſcover any thing like a ſail ; about this time however, 'thep 3 
tellin with, and ſeized a hip, burthen three; hundred tons, 
1 r a Guiaquil to Callao ard laden with timber, cacao, 

| coco, 
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coco, hides, Pito-thread made of a ſtrong ſpecies of graſs, wax, 
Quito cloth, and about one hundred and ſeventy pounds in mo- 
ney : ſhe wascalled the Santa Tereſa de Jeſus, and had forty- 

five ſailors on board, ten paſſengers, four men, three women, 
and three black ſlaves. Mr. Dennis the third lieutenant of the 
Centurion, was ſent with ſixteen men in the boat to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of her; and by his courteous humane behaviour he ſoon 
Convinced them, that their notion of having fallen into the hands 
of buccaneers and pyrates was very ill- grounded; for they had 
Jaboured under terrible apprehenſions of ill uſage; and though 
the women were extremely agreeable, and the youngeſt of 
them particularly handſome, they did not meet the ſlighteſt 
rudeneſs from the ſailors; but, by the commodore's poſitive 
order, had the free uſe of their apartments, ſlaves, and neceſ- 
faries, with every other conveniency that c@bld poſſibly be af- 
forded them ; he alſo permitted the pilot, who is the ſecond 
perſon on board every Spaniſh ſhip, and a ſort of guardian to 
the women, to continue with them; this man had at firſt pre- 
tended to be the huſband of the handſomeſt of theſe ladies, but 
it was only an honeſt fraud, calculated to preſerve her from 
being ill uſed; and to do juſtice to their ſagacity, they were 
very ſenſible of the benevolence, tenderneſs, and polite beha- 
viour of the commodore, upon whom they begged leave to 


wait at the time that he afterwards gave them their liberties, 


that they might perſonally aſſure him of their gratitude, and 
their deep ſenſe of the favours he had conferred upon them. 
We ſhould not forget to gbſerve, that all the priſoners, upon 
their firſt falling into the hands of the Engliſh, appeared in the 
greateſt dejection imaginable, expecting nothing but the moſt 


2 8 treatment, in a belief whereof much pains muſt cer- 
tal 


ly have been taken to ground them ; for they even ac- 
knowledged, that after having experienced the politeneſs of 
Mr. Anſon's behaviour, and his extreme beneficence, they for 
ſome time could ſcarcely credit their own feelings; ſo ſtrong 
was their prepoſſeſſion. Among the reſt there was a Jad of 
about ſeventeen, ſon to the vice-preſident of Chili, who, ima- 
gining that he was become a ſlave for life to a moſt brutal race, 
lamented the being ſeparated from his parents, his country, 


and his friends, in the moſt pathetic terms; yet, when this _ 
youth had been ſome time on board, the civility with which + 


every body uſed him, and the care the commodore took of 
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him, had ſuch an effect upon him, that he declared he would 
have been content to have ſpent his life with Mr, Anſon, It 
would be doing injuſtice to moſt of the priſoners, not ta men- 
tion, that after they went a- More, they were loud in praiſe of 
their captors; and a Jeſuit of ſome diſtinction, who had been 
a priſoner on board one of the prizes, omitted no opportunity 
of paying his tribute of thanks to the commodore, by every- 
where publiſhing the nobleneſs of his behaviour; adding, that 
his uſage of the men would always call for-the beſt acknow= 
ledgement; but his honourable behaviour to the women was 
extraordinary, even beyond belief. 


The commodore here ordered the boats to be repaired, there 


being timber enough in the laſt prize; and to facilitate their 
boarding an enemy's vellel, in. caſe of neceſſity, he ordered a 
{ſwivel gun-ſtock ts be fixed in the bow, both of the barge and 
of the pinnace. About this time, being in eight degrees or 
thereabouts, the ſea for many miles round was covered with, 
the ſpawn of fſh, which gave it the colour of the fineſt vermil- 
lion; and flying fiſn and bonitos begun to grow plenty, being, 
the firſt they had ſeen ſince they leſt the coaſt of Brazile. No- 
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vember 10, lying oft the ſouthermoſt iſlands of Lobos de ls 4 
Mar, at the diſtance of three leagues, looking out for the Glau- 


ceſter, who had been appointed her ſtation hereabouts; they 
diſcovered a ſail, which lieurenant Brett, with the Tryal's pin- 
nace and barge, were ordered to chace. There being little 
wind ſtirring, and it plainly appearing that his ſhip was not the 
Glouceſter, the lieutenant ſoon came up with and boarded her; 
ſhe was called the Nueſtra Senora del Carmin, Marcus More- 
ra, a Venetian, commander : ſhe was bound from-Panamg to 
Callao, having touched at Patia, for water, with a cargo of 
ſteel, iron, wax, pepper, cedar plank, ſnuff, roſatios, Eu- 


ropean bale goods, powder-blue, cinnamon, Romi indolgen- 


cies, and other pieces of merchandize, of little value tothe 


captors ; but if conſidered with regard to the loſs it might be 


to the Spaniards, was a conſiderable capture; the cargo hav- 


ing coſt at the fiſt hand, upwards of four hundred thouſand | 


pounds. 


On board of this ſhip there was an Iriſhman, whoſe name 


N was Jobn Williams; he had traveled as a pedlar  alF over the 
kingdom of Mexi-o, aud made a great deal of money, which 
he had loſt again by ſome miſchance; this man had * 
r 1 | _ ſome 
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ſome time confired in the jail of Patia for a miſdemeanor, and 
expreſſed great joy at falling in with his countrymen. From 
him they learned, that upon a thip's havivg been chaced in the 
ofting of Patia, a few day before, by a veſſel ſuppoſed to be 
the Glouceſter, the governor of hive town, appreher five of a 
viſit, together with the royal officer, were removing their own, 
and the king's treaſure to Piura, a town fourteen leagues with- 
in land: Williams alſo told them, that there was a large ſum 
of money belonging to the merchants, lodged in the cuſtom- 
houſe, & that it was interded to be ſhipped the following day, 
on board a light clean veſſel, the bottom of which was newly 
Primed ; which veſſel was bound to Sonſonnate on the coaſt of 
Mexico, to purchaie part of the cargo of the Manila ſhip. 

This piece of intelligence immediately determined the com- 
modore to endeavour to ſurprize the place without a moment's 
delay ; as he was fully (atisfied, by an enquiry into the ſtrength 
and condition of it, that there was little danger of loſing many 
men in the attempt; beſides, there was a neceſſity for ſome ſte p 
of this ſort, as they could hope for no profit by a longer cruize 
in theſe ſeas ; the coaſt being alarmed of their contiguity ; and 
this enterprize not only promiſed a ſupply of live proviſion, 


Which they much wanted, but afforded an opportunity of put- 


ting the priſoners a-ſhore, who being very numerous, made a 
greater conſumption of the ſhip's ftores than ſhe was able te 2 


en dy 
CHAP. v. 
14 be raking of Patia, and their proceedings there. 


HE town of Patia was ſituated in the latitude of fifty de- 
grees twelve minutes ſouth, on a very barren ſoil, con- 


fiſting only of ſand and ſlate; and as it contained in all leſs than 


two hundred families, was but of ſmall extent. The houſes 
were only ground floors; the walls built of ſplit cane and mud, 
and the roofs thatched with leaves; and tho' thus ſlight, were 
ſufficient for a climate where rain is very rare, which, were it 
common, would ſoon deſtroy them, as it is ſaid to have dane 1 
great many in the year 1728.» The inhabitants were moltly. . 8. 
dians and black ſlaves, or atleaſt a mixed breed, The port, who! 
little better than a bay, is eſteemed the beſt on that part 22. 
| CO! 
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eoaſt, and is indeed a very good anchorage. As fhips from 
Acapulco, Sonſonnate, Realeijo, and Panama, to Callao, can 
only touch and refreſh there, and the length of their voyages, 
by reaſon of the winds being moſt of the year againſt them, 
obliges them to it, the port is very much frequented. Yetſo 
parched is the lituation of Patia, that nothing was to de had at 
it except fiſh and a few goats, freſh water, and all other provi- 
fions, maize, greens, fowls, &c. were brought from Colan, 
an Indian town, two or three leagues to the northward, on 
floats ; and cattle ſometimes from Piura, atown fourteen leagnes 
up the country, 

The water fetched from Colan, though whitiſh, is ; ſaid 10 7 
be very wholeſome, by running, as they pretend, through 
woods of ſarſaparilla. Here too, peſlengers from Acapulco, 
or Panama for Lima, uſually diſembarked, and travelled by 
land, where there is a pretty good road, with See * os 
for travellers, becauſe the paſſage by ſea being two hundregs” 
leagues, and the wind generally contrary, is extremely tedious” 
and fatigueing, Patia was an open place, and its only defe Ke 
is a fort, of the ſtrength of which Mr. Anſon's people of 4 
care to be wel] informed, and learned from their priſoners, th 
it mounted eight pieces of cannon, and was ſurrounded by a 
brick wall, without either ditch or out-work ; that the garriſon -*: 
conſiſted only of one weak company, tho' the town might arm 
three hundred men more. Mr. Anſon having informed himſelf * 
of the ſtrength of the place, reſolved {as hath been ſaid in the © 
preceeding chapter) to attempt it that very night. They were 
then about twelve leagues diſtant from the ſhore, far enough ts. 
prevent being diſcovered, yet not ſo far, but that, by making 


all the fail they could, they might arrive in the bay, long be- 
fore day break. But the commodore prudently confidering 4 
that the ſhips, being ſuch large bodies, might be ſeen at a difſ- 
tance, even in the night, and by alarming the inhabitants, gre. 8 
them opportunity to remove their valuable eſſects, reſolved, 5 
as the place was not very ſtrong, to attempt it with the boa Ke 
only, and accordingly ordered the eighteen-oar'd barge and his 
. own, and the' tryal's pinnaces on that ſervice ; and havi $ 
L them with nfty⸗ eight picked men, well furniſhed 455 g 5 
ems and ammunition, gave lieutenant Brett the command © . 
che expedition, and his neceſſary orders. To prevent any 4 N 

| aintmet from the e of the night, and ihe 3 e Bs 
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of the fireets and paſſages of the place, two Spaniſh pilots were 
ordered to attend the lieutenant, to conduct him to the moſt 
' convenient landing place, and be his guides afterwards on ſhore ; 
and to enſure their good behaviour, Mr. Anſon promiſed, if 
the pilots acted faithfully, to ſet all the priſoners on ſhore there; 
but threatened, in caſe cf miſbehaviour, that the pilots ſhould 
inſtantly be ſhot, and the reſt of the Spaniards on board carri- 
ed to England. The priſoners themſelves being thus intereſted 
in their ſucceſs, they had no reaſon to ſuſpect their conductors, 
either of negligence or perſidy. A fingular circumſtance is remar- 
ked of one of the pilots employed on this occaſion. This man, as 


"was afterwards diſcovered, had been taken above twenty years 
before, by captain Clipperton, and obliged to lead him and 


his people to the ſurprize at Truxillo, a town within land to the 
Youthward of Patis, where, though the place was taken and 
| IN he contrived to alarm and ſave his countrymen. 
Now that theſe two attempts on ſhore, at ſuch a diſtance of 
time from each other, ſhould be guided by the ſame perfor, con- 


dtrtraty to his inclination, & a priſoner at both times, is ſo extraor- 
3; dinary an incident, that it deſerved to be mentioned. But to re- 
turn to the matter in hand, during the preparations, the ſhips 


- ® themſelves ſtood towards the port, with all the ſail they could 


make, being ſecure, that they were yet too far off to be ſeen : 
but about ten o'clock at night, Mr. Brett, with the boats un- 
der his command, pnt off, and got to the mouth of the bay 
Without being diſcovered; but no ſooner had he entered it, 
than he was obſerved by ſome of the people on board a ſhip at 
anchor there, who immediately got into their boat, and row- 


en towards the fort, hallooing, The Engliſh! the Engliſh Dogs! 


This ſuddenly alarmed the whole town, as appeared by ſeveral 


lights hurrying backwards and forwards in the fort, and other 


marks of great confuſion in the town. On this, Brett and his 
men exerted themſelves as much as poſſible, to prevent their 
having any time to prepare for their defence. However, be- 
fore they could reach the ſhore, ſome of the cannon were got 
ready, and pointed towards the landing- place, and the firſt 
ſhot went juſt over the heads of one of the boats crew, tho“ 
this, in the darkneſs of night, may well be thought the effect 


rather of chance than {kill ; but Brett's people redoubling their 


efforts upon it, reached the ſhore, and were moſt of them dil- 


5 


of LO 
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They were immediately conducted by the pilot, to the end 
of a narrow ſtreet, about fifty yards from the beach, where 
they were covered from the fire of the fort ; and forming in the 
beſt manner the time would allow, marched directly for the 
Parade, a large ſquare at the end of the ſtreet, having the fort 
on one ſide, and the governor's houſe on the other. 

The ſailors, tho' only threeſcore, animated with the joy of 
being on ſhore, and the hopes of an immenſe plunder, ſhouted 
and huzza'd ſo on their march, that the enemy, intimidated 
beſides with the noiſe of their drums, and the darkneſs of the 
night, took them to be at leaſt three hundred in number ; which 

_ perſuaſion, ſtruck them with ſuch a panic, that they were more 
concerned how to get away, than to reſiſt ; and though the ſai- 
lors, upon entering the Parade, received a volley from the 
merchants that owned the treaſure of the town, who, with a 
few others, had poſted themſelves in a gallery that ran round 
the governor's houſe, yet they too, upon the firſt fire by the. 
ſailors, immediately fled, and left them in quiet poſſeſſion of 

the Parade. Upon this Brett divided his men into two parties, 
ordering one of them to inveſt the governor's houſe, and ſe- 
cure him, if poſſible ; and then marchedat the head of the other 
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to the fort, in order to force it. But he no ſooner approach: 
_ edit, than the enemy made the beſt of their way over the walls; 4 
ſo that he entered it, contrary to expectation, without any op- 
poſition. Thus the whole place was maſtered in leſs than * 
quarter of an hour from their landing and with the loſs of only 
one man killed, and two wounded ; one of which was the pi- 5 
lot of the Tereſa, whoſe wriſt was ſlightly bruiſed by a ball; 5 
and the Hon. Mr Kepple, ſon to the Lord Albemarle, narrow- . 
ly eſcaped ; for one ſide of the peak of a jockey cap he ha 
on, was ſhaved off cloſe to his temple by a ball, but without 
hurting him in the leaſt. | 9 
Haring thus far ſucceeded, Brett placed a guard at the fort, g 
a”; 


and another at the governor's houſe, and centinels at all the a- 
venues of the town, that they might not be ſurprizea, nor the 
effects of the town embezzled. His next care was to ſeize on the 
cCuſtom houſe, where the treaſure lay, and ſee if any inbabi- 
tantsremained in the town, that he might regulate his meaſares 
- accordingly ; but he ſoon found that but a few remained; for, 
being in bed when the place was ſurprized, moſt of them had | © > 
1 got away in ſuch a hurry, that 3 had not taken time to put 
„„ a . on ==: 555 
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on their cloaths. Amongſt the foremoſt was the governor, 
who fled half-naked, leaving his lady, of about 4 years 
of age, to whom he had been but juſt married, behind him. 
But ſhe was carried off immediately, as the party, by Mr. Brett's 
orders, came to inveſt the houſe. | 
As Mr. Brett had been charged to ſecure the governor's per- 


fon, if poſſible, with a view of treating with him for the ran- 
ſom of the place, his eſcape was an unpleaſing circumſtance, 


but what his alertneſs rendered impoſſible to prevent. The in- 


| Habitarſts that remained, were confined under a guard in the 


church, except ſome ſtout negroes, who, attended by a file of 


. muſqueteers, were employed the reſt of the night in tranſport- 


ing the treaſure from the cuſtom-houſe, and other places, to 


the fort. This was the principal employment of the deatch- | 


9, ment, after they got poſſeſſion of the place: But while they 
were about this, ſome of them could not be kept from entering 


the houſes in queſt of private pillage; where finding a great 


deal of cloaths, laced or embroidered, after the faſhion of the 
Country, with bag and tye wigs, and laced hats, which the 
-  * Spaniards, in their fright, had left behind them; they eagerly 
| ſeized them, and put them on over their dirty trowſers and jac- 
\ Fets, in which they were quickly imitated by the whole detach- 
ment: Some there were, who not finding mens cloaths where- 


withal to equip themſelves, put up with womens gowns and 


petticoats, in which they made no ſcruple to dreſs, and blend 
with their own greaſy garments, provided there was finery 
enough. So groteſque was their appearance, that when a par- 
ty of them thus metamorphoſed, appeared before Mr. Brett, 
he was vaſtly ſurprized, and could hardly believe them to be 


his people. Thus was the detachment in Patia employed the 
firſt night: in the mean time the Genturion, after the boats 
were gone off, lay by till one o'clock in the morning, and then 
ſuppoſing the deatchment near landing, made an eaſy ſail for 
the bay, About ſeven in the morning, they began to open the 
bay, and ſoon after had a view of the town; and though 
they hadall thereaſon in the world to hope for ſucceſs, yet was 


it with great joy, they found their hopes confirmed, by deſ- 
crying through their perſpectives, an Engliſh flag hoiſted on 
the Pag-ſtaff of the fort, an inconteftible proof of the detach-. - 


ment's being in poſſeſſion of the place. They plied into the bay, 


as faſt as the wind, which blew off ſhare, weuld permit; and | 
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© ranſorm of thecown & goods, and intimating, at the ſame time, 
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at eleven, the Tryal's boat came on board, loaded with dollars 
and church-plate, and informed them of the preceeding night's 
tranſactions. Coming to an anchor in the afternoon, in ten fa- 
thom and a half * at a mile and an half diſtance from the 
town, they were near enough to have a more immediate inter- 
courſe with thoſe on ſhore. They then learned, that hitherto 


Mr. Brett had met with no interruption in collecling or remov- 
ing the treaſure, but that now the enemy was aſſembled from 
the country all round, upon a hill at the back of the town, 


where they made a good appearance, having among them two 


hundred horſe, ſeeming!y well armed and mounted, properly 


trained and regimented, being furniſhed with trumpets, drums 
and ſtandards. To intimidate the detachment, (as their num- 
ber was now pretty well known) and make them quit the place 
before the pillage was finiſhed, theſe horſe paraded@Wbout the 


hill with great oſtentation, ſounding their military. moſick. 


But Mr. Brett and his people knowing that this body of horſe, 
notwithſtanding their menaces, would not venture, had they 
been three times as numerous, in fireets, and among houſes, 
went on calmly in ſending the treaſure and the refreſhments, 
ſuch as hogs, fowls, &c. which they found in great abundance, 
on board the ſhips. However, at night, to prevent a ſurprize, 
the commodore ſent a reinforcement on ſhore, who poſted 


themſelves in all the paſſages m_— to the Parade, and tra- 


eet high; but at day- break 
the boats were loaded, and ſent off as uſval, the enemy conti- 


verſed the ſtreets with barricadoes ſix 


nuing quiet all night. They were now ſenſible how fortunate 
it would have been, if they had ſecured the governor, as Mr. 
Anſon propoſed ; for they found in the town many ſtore-houſes 
full of valuable effects, which were then uſeleſs to them, and 
for which they had no room on board: but if they had taken 


the governor, he would probably have treated for this merchan- _ 


dize, which would have been very advantageous both to him 
and them; whereas, being now at liberty, and having raiſed _ 


the country all around, and even got a body of militia from 


Piura, he was ſo puffed up with his new army, and military 
command, he did not ſeem at all concerned ſot the fate df his 
0 government ; ; and ſo imprudent and arrogant was he, that 
| . *hbugh Mr, Anſon ſent ſeveral meſſages to him by the inhabi- 


*tants, whom he had made priſoners, offering to treat for the 


that 
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that he would not inſiſt on a rigorous equivalent, but would 


perhaps accept of a few live cattle, and neceſſaries for the uſe 


of the ſquadron, threateniag at the ſame time, in caſe of refu- 
fal, to ſet fire to the town, and all the ware-houſes, he would 


not deign to return an anſwer. On the ſecond day of their be- 


ing in poſſeſſion of the place, ſeveral negro ſlaves deſericd from 
the enemy came into the town, and engaged in their ſervice, 
one of whom was well known to a gentleman on board, who 
remembered him formerly at Panama. It appeared that the 
Spaniards were now in great want of water, for many of the 
flaves itole into the town, and carried off ſeveral jars of water, 
which they continued to do, though ſome of them were ſeized, 
till the de:achment left the place. On that day they were-in- 
formed, both by the deſerters and the priſoners they made, 
that the Spaniards, being now very numerous, had determin- 


eld co ftorſ the town & tort next night; and that one Gordon, 
A Scotch papiſt, and captain of a ſhip in theſe ſeas, was to have 


the command. Notwithſtanding this advice, they proſecuted 
their work as uſual, till the evening, when a reinforcement be- 


ing ſent on ſhore by the commodore, Mr. Brett doubled his 
guards at each of the barricadoes; and the poſts being conne- 


ed by means of centinels within call of each other, and the 
whole viſited by frequent rounds, theſe things, of which the 
enemy could not be ignorant, as they andoubtedly heard the 
drum, if not the calls of of the centinels, ſo far cooled their re- 


| folgtion, and made them forget the vaunts of the preceding 


day, that they paſſed the ſecond night as quietly as they had 


done the firſt. | ; 


The ſending the treaſure on board the Centurion having 
been finiſhed the night before, the third morning, being the 
I5th of November, the boats were employed in carrying off the 
moſt valuable effects in the town; and the commadore intend- 
ing to fail in the afternoon, ſet aſhore, according to his pro- 


miſe, all the priſoners, amounting to eighty eight, and order- | 


ed Mr. Brett to ſecure them in one ot the churches, till the 
men were ready to embark, and then to burn the whole town, 
except the two churches, which luckily ſtood at a- diſtance 
from the town ; and then return with his men on board. A- 


greeably to theſe orders, Mr. Brett having diitributed pitch, 


tar, &c. into the houſes ſituated in the different parts of the 


town, that the deſtruction might be the more ſudden, and im 
. | | poſſible. 


3 
FM 


poſſible to be extinguiſhed by the enemy after his departure, & 


of the beach, where he was to embark, was an open place, the 
Spaniards obſerving he was retreating, reſolved in order to lay 
a foundation for their future boalting, to try to precipitate his 
departure. Accordingly, a ſmall ſquadron of their horſe, con- 


he was, or what detained him, were juſt ready to embark, 


However. one of the boats putting off immediately to take 


ties of wine and ſpirituous liquors found in Patia, this was the 
only one who bad neglected his duty ſo far as to get drunk. 
Their behaviour on ſhore is {aid to have been very regular, for 

_  Tailges who had been confined ſo long on ſhip-board ; and tho” | 
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having nailed up. the cannon in the fort, ſet fire to the houſes, . 
moſtly to wind ward, then collected his men, and marched to the 
beach, where the boats waited to carry them'off, As the part 


ſilling of about ſixty, probably picked on purpoſe, marched 
down the hill with much ſeeming reſolution ; ſo that Mr. Brett 
and his men being now in an open place, might have imagined 
(had they not known them too well, not to be aſſured it was 
nothing but oflentation) that they really intended to attack 
them, had no ſooner halted, and faced about, than the ene 
ſtopped their career, and never advanced a ſtep farther, The 
detachment, upon their arrival at their boats, were kept for — 
ſome ume from going on board, by miſſing one of their com- 
rades; and not being able, after ſome delay, to diſcover where 


and put of without him, when all of a ſudden, they heard _. 
him calling to them to take him in; but ſo thoroughly was tube 
town on fre, and ſo effectually was the beach covered with 
ſmoke, that though they heard him, they could not ſee him. 


him in, found him up to the chin in water; ſo frightened was 
he, with the apprehenſions of falling into the hands of an ene- 
my, enraged, as they certainly were, with the deſtrudion and 
pillage of their town. Onenquiry, it was found that a large 
doſe of brandy he had taken that morning, had thrown him 


into ſo deep a ſleep that he did not wake till ſcorched by the ; 


flames; upon which he was ſo ſurpriz'd at obſerving the hGkſes.  - -- 
all in a blaze on one ſide, & ſome Spaniards & Indians on thi, | 4 | 
other, that he became ſober in an inſtant, and puſhed thro AN 
the thickeſt of the ſmoke, and making the beſt of his way to 
the beach, ran as far into the water as he durit, (for he could 
not ſwim) before he ventured to look back. It is obſerved, 3 
2 
5 


* 2 
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to the honour of the ſailors, that tho? there were great quanti- 
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it might be owing in a good meaſire to the diligence of their 


officers, and the diſcipline they had been uſed to on board, yet 
was it no ſmall reputation to the men, to be able to refrain 
from. indulging themſelves in thoſe intoxicating liquors that 


| 2 found in ſuch plenty in almoſt every warehouſe. 


here was another overſight of which one of the men was 


| guilty, and which, as it was a very particular circumſtance, 


we ſhall relate. There was an Engliſhman, who had former- 
ly wrought as a ſhip- carpenter at Portſmouth, but leaving his 
country had engaged in the Spaniſh ſervice, and was employed 


by them at the port of Guaiaqui); and his friends in England 
knowing in what part of the world he was, had put letters on 

board the Centurion directed to him. This man was then among 
the Spaniards on the hill, and being ambitious, as would ſeem, 


of diſtinguiſhing himſelf among his new maſters, came down 


«-Wnarmed to one of the centinels, poſted at ſome diftance from 


the fort towards the enemy, pretending that he wanted to ſur- 


render himſelf, and enter into the commodore's ſervice. Tho' 
F. the centinel had a plſtol cocked in his hand, yet he did ſuffer 


the carpenter to approach much nearer than he ought, being 
deceived by his fair ſpeeches ; ſo that watching his opportuni- 
ty, he ruſhed on the centinel, wrenched the piſtol from him, 
and immediately ran up the hill. By this time two ſailors, who 
had obſerved the fellow, and ſuſpected his deſign, were making 
towards him, purſuing him to the top of the hill, fired at him, 
after he had firſt diſcharged his piſtol at them, and as they 
afterwards found, ſhot him through the body, fo that he drop- 
ped down as ſoon as he diſappeared, tho*, at that time they 
concluded they had miſſed him, he being at a great diſtance, 
and hid immediately after their firing by the creſt of the hill, 
The centinel, who had been ſo groſsly impoſed upon and ſur- 
, Priſed upon his poſt, was ordered to be whipped, as he had 
given an example of careleſſneſs, which if followed, might 
dave been of the moſt fatal conſequence. 
But to return: While the ſailors were helping their comrade 
out of the water, and making the beſt of their way to the ſqua- 
dron, the flames had made ſuch a progreſs in the town, by 


means of the combuſtibles that had been diſtributed for that, 


purpoſe, and the meterials of which the houſes were compoſes,” 
that ic ſeemed abſolutely impoſſible for the Spaniards t e 
any of the town, or — in it. A whole on en fir 
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and burning with ſuch violence and rapidity, being a very fin- 
gular ſpectacle, the officers and ſailors gazed at it ſome time 
with great attention. £7 ; | 
The detachment having ſafely joined the ſquadron, the 
commodore reſolved to leave the place the ſame evening. 
When be firſt entered the bay he found fix veſſels at anchor, 
one of which that was intended to carry the treaſure to Mexico, 
being thought to be a good ſailor, he took with him; of the” 
ether five, of which two were ſnows, two row-galleys dr 
thirty-ſix oars each, and one a bark, which, as they were in- 
formed, had been fitced out at ſeveral ports, and intended to 
prevent their landing in the neighbourhood of Calao ; for the 

N Sppaniards, on the firſt intelligence of their ſquadron and its 

\ force, expected they would attempt the city of Lima: of theſe 

five, I ſay, he had ordered the maſts to be cut away at his firſt 
arrival, and on his leaving the place to be towed out of be 
harbour, ſcuttled and ſunk. The command of the remaining 
= ſhip, called the Solidad, was given to lieutenant Hughes, with a 
- crew of ten men; and towards midnight the ſquadron weighed -2? 
anchor, and failed out of the bay, being now increaſed to ſix 
ſail, that is, the Centurion, the Tryal's prize, the Carmelo, 
the Tereſa, the Carmin, and their laſt taken veſſel the Sohdad. 
Before we entirely quit the account of the tranſactions at this 
Place, it will not be amiſs to give an account of the booty Mr. 
Anſon got here, and of the loſs the Spaniards ſuſtained. It 
hath been before obſerved, that there were great quantities of 
valuable merchandize in the town, the total amount of which, 
as they could neither be carried away nor diſpoſed of, can on- 
ly be rudely gueſſed at. The Spaniards, it is aſſured, in their 
reprenſentations to the court of Madrid, eſtimated their loſs at a 
million and a half of dollars; and as a great part of the goods 
deſtroyed there, were of the moſt coſtly kind, ſuch as broad- 
cloths, ſilks, cambricks, velvets, the eſtimation may not per- 
| haps be immoderate, The acquiſition made at this town, tho” 
inconſiderable when compared to what they deſtroyed, was far 
from being deſpicable, ſince wrought plate, dollars, and other 
coin, that fell into their hands, amounted to upwards of thirty 
_ thouſand pounds, beſides rings, bracelets, and jewels, whoſe 
Value they did not then know, and the plunder that belonged 

dtn the immediate captors, which was very great; upon the 

hole, it was the molt important booty they had made __ | 
. | chat 2 
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that coaſt, Mr, Anſon gained great honour to himſelf, and 
even to the nation, by his treatment of the priſoners he made 
on thoſe ſeas. It has been obſerved, that all the priſoners 
were, according to promiſe, ſet aſhore at Patia, There were 
ſome perſons of conſiderable diſtinction among them, particu- 
larly a youth of ſeventeen years of age, ſon of the vice-preſident 
of the council of Chili. The barbarity of the Buccaneers, and 
the artful uſe the eccleſiaſtics had made of it, having filled the 
natives of theſe countries with the moſt terrible ideas of the En- 
gliſh, the priſoners, upon coming on board, always appeared 
under the greateſt horror and anxiety : the youth above-men- 
tioned, having never before been from home, regretted in very 
moving terms his ſeparation from his parents, his brothers, ſiſ- 
ters, and his native country, which he believed he ſhould ne- 
ver ſee again, perſuaded that he was doomed, for the remain- 
ing part of his life, to an abject and cruel ſlavery ; nor was he 
ſingular in this, all the other priſoners had the ſame opinion 
of their ſituation. Mr. Anſon ſet himſelf to efface as much as 
poſſible theſe terrifying ideas, always taking care that as many 
of the principal perſons as there was room for, ſhould dine at 
His vwn table by turns, and that they ſhould conſtantly be treat- 


ed with the utmoſt decency and humanity, For ſome days, 


however, they fill retained their fears, and ſuſpected this 
| gentleneſs as preparatory to ſome great calamity ; but being at 
length convinced that no harm was meant, they grew perfect- 
1y eaſy and chearfu) : ſo that it ſeemed doubtful, whether they 
conſidered their ſituation as a misfortune or not; particularly 
the youth' above-mentioned, who was two months on board, 

had got the better of his melancholy to ſuch a degree (and tak. 
en ſuch a liking to Mr. Anſon and his preſent way of life) that 
it was much queſtioned, had the propoſal been made, whether 
he would not have preferred going to England in the Centuri- 
on to being ſet aſhore at Patia. The conduct of the commo- 
dore made them entertain high and honourable thoughts, not 
only of himſelf, but of the whole Britiſh nation, as men are 


very apt to form general ideas, particularly after taking the 


Tereſa ; for he treated the women found on board her with 

ſach civility and reſpe&, permiting the pilot to ſtay with them 
as their guardian, not ſuffering any of his people to go near 
them, nor even ſeeing thera himſelf, tho” both the daughtgrs! -. 
were handtome, and one of them a beauty, that the Spaniatd? 
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were "I ſurprized and charmed with ſuch conduct in an 
enemy and heretic, eſpecially the women, who abſolutely re- 
fuſed to go on ſhore at Patia, till they had waited upon him, 
and returned him thanks in perfor, All the priſoners profeſ- 
ed the moſt greatful ſeuſe of his civility and policeneis, among 
whom was a jeſuit, an eccleſiaſtic of ſome diſtinction; he detlar- 
ed, that he ſhould conſider it as his duty to do juſtice to Mr. 


Anſon on all occaſions; that his treatment of the men was fuck © 4 


as could never be forgot, but that of the women ſo extſnt 


naty and ſo honoyrable, that he queſtioned much if the regard 


| Mp0 * FRY and good cemper. 


3 
d they depari for China. | 


due to his eccleſiaſtical haracter could gain credit to it 1 
they afterwarcks found that he had not been worſe than his'wbi 

but that both he and the reſt of the priſoners, had every where 
beſtowed the higheſt encomiums on the commodore; that'the 


Jeſuit in particular had, on his account, interpreted i in a 15 | 58 


ſenſe, that article of his church which, afferts the 1 im 
of heretics being ſaved, _. 


The impreſſions the Spaniards thence recelyed to the avi. J | 
tage of this nation, may prove very advantageous to it, as the ; 
aye. already to ſeveral particular perſons. As our trade Wi 


Spain is extremely valuable, and the tranſactipg i it depend 


much on the honour of thoſe entruſted. with its management: | 
their. confidence and good e opinion muſt be highly intereſtingrx io ; 

us; but had no national advantage attended it, that hutyaniny 
which has procured him ſo great 4 reputation” ai 


the Greolian Spaniards, and is not conſined to the coalk of 


ſouth ſeas, but extends through all their ſettlements, wok 4 | 


not hav ve been in the leaſt abated, as bring tlts ny N 


* A * £ 
45% * 1 . 


| 0 H A P. n TEEN 

22. ſquadron fails from Patia diſputes abou piu 
„ #djabed : tee for Qyibo.;, 'the ifland of ib are 
Hehe; acct of the pearl fibery.in the bay of N 4. 


num; they miſs the Acapulco ſhip's the ſqaudron i #74 


. want" of water; ſtters for Chequeral'; a dſeripiian 
of that harbour; ſurprixing altties of the fp 
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themſelves to look for the Glouceſter. For they then drew | 


* # +7 


urging, that had it been left to their choice, they ſhould have 
referred the acting on ſhore to the continuing on board; that 
heir duty was extremely fatiguing ; for beſides the labour of 
the day, they were conſtantly under arms all night to ſecure the 


Priſoners, wheſe numbers exceeded their own, and of whom 


t was then thought neceſſary to be extremely watchful : that it 
oald not be denied, but that the preſence of a ſufficient force 
en board was as neceſſary to the ſucceſs of the enterprize, as the 


- action of the others on ſhore ; and therefore thoſe who had 
HFontinued on board maintained, that they could not be deprived 


of -their ſhare, without manifeſt injuſtice. Theſe were the 
conteſts among the men which were carried on with great heat; 
and though the plunder was a very trifle, in compariſon of 


the treaſure taken in the place, (in which there was no doubt 


but thoſe on board had an equal right) yet the commodore 
thought it neceſſary to put a ſtop to this ferment betimes. 
Accordingly the morning after leaving Patia, he ordered all 
hands upon the quarter-deck ; where, addreſſing himſelf to 
thoſe Who had been-- detached on ſhore, he commended: their 
behaviour, and thanked. them for their ſervices : but then 
repreſenting to them the reaſons urged, by thoſe who continued 
on board, he told them, that he tho't theſe reaſons concluſive, 
and that the expeCations of their comrades were juſtly founded, 
and therefore. inſiſted that not only the men, but all the 
officers likewiſe, who had been employed in taking the place, 
ſhould produce the whole of the plunder immediately upon 


the quarter-deck ; and that it ſhould be divided amongſt the”. 2 
whole crew, in proportion to each man's rank and com 
and to prevent thoſe who had been in poſſeſſion 
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plunder from murmuring at this diminution of their ſhare; the 
commodore added, that as an encouragement to others who 
might be hereafter employed on like ſervices, he would give his 

ſhare to be diſtributed amongſt thoſe who had been detached for 

the attack of the place. Thus this troubleſome aftair, which 

might perhaps have been attended with miſchievous conſe- 

quences, was by the commodore's prudence' ſoon appeaſed, to 

the general ſatisfaction of the ſhip's company: not but there, 
were ſome few, whoſe ſe}fiſh diſpoſitions were uninfluenced by 
the juſtice of this procedure, and who were incapable of diſcer- 
ning the force of equity; when it tended to deprive them of * 
part of what they had once got into their hands. 

On the morning of the 1 8th, they gained fight of th 
Glouceſter, and were joined by her about three in the reno 
ſhe had only taken two prizes, one of which was a ſnow laden 
with wine brandy, and olives, beſides about ſeven thouſand 
Pounds in ſpecie ; the other a Jaunch, the people on board 
which, when taken by the Glouceſter's barge, were at dinner 
upon pigeon-pye, on a ſervice of plate; notwithſtanding which 
opulent appearance, they complained of their pore having 
nothing on board but cotton made up in jars, which were all 
removed into the Glouceſter; where, upon a ſtrict examination; 
it appeared to be a fraudulent package, there being doubloons 
and dollars hid among the cotton, to the amount of twelve 
thoutand pounds, the property of the merciiants of Patia. 

The Glouceſter had, beides theſe, been in fight of two or 
three other ſhips belonging to the enemy, one whereof they bad 
reaſon to believe of procigious value; but ſhe found it impoti- 


ble to come up with them. IN 


As the ſquadron began to want water, the commodore gave 
orders for proceedirg to Quibo, an iſland in the mouth of the 
bay. of Panama; and having there taken in a ſupply, he hzd 
reſolved to ſteer for the ſouthern parts of California, or the 
_ contiguous coaſt of Mexico, there to cruize for the Manila- 
galley, which they knew to be at this time at ſea, on her way to 
Acapulco, where it was generally the middle of January before 
ſhe arrived ; and it being now only November, they imagined 
they ſliould be able to gain the road time enough to intercept 
_ + her, not conceiving the paſſage would col them more than a 
month or five weeks, 


2 Fe: They were at this time eight ſail in all; but the Santa Tereſa 
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and the Solidad moving flowly upon the water, and retatding 

the progreſs of the reſt of the veſſels very much, the commo- 
dore ordered them to be cleared of every thing uſeful, and 

then burned. On the 22d they made the ifland of Plate to 

which land one of the prizes was ordered to ſtand cloſe in, to » 
diſcover if any ſhips lay between that and the continent, and 

alſo to look out for a ſtream of freſh water reported to be there, 

which, if verified, would have ſaved them the trouble of going 

to Qoibo; but ſhe returned without having ſeen any ſhips, or 

diſcevered any water. About three in the afternoon they ſaw the 

Point of Manta, bearing ſouth ealt by ealt ſeven miles diſtant ; 

and here the Captain of the Glouceſter choſe to ſet ſome of his 

1 at liberty in the Spaniſh launch. 

Having now paſſed the equiroQial, they found the climate 
Change from a uniform pleaſant temperature, to cloſe ſultry 
weather ; with frequent calms and heavy rains, as they crew 
nearer the Iſthums and quitied the ſhade of the Cordilleras : 
Which alteration they firſt imagined to proceed from the neigh- 
bourhood of the line ; bit they were ſatisfied, from this kind of 


| weather attending chem in ſeven degrees north, that the Van- 


devals or ſtormy ſeaſons were nor yet ended, notwithilanding 
what is affirmed by captain Shelvocke and others, of its begin- 
ing in June and ending in November. It now became neceſſa- 
ry from the continuance of tne rain, to caulk the ſides and decks 
of the Ceaturion to make her the more ſtaunch, 

On the 27th, captain Mitchel of the Glouceſter, WEIR 
Cleared her prize, by the commodore's order, ſcuttled & burned 
her. December the 3d they came in fight of Quibo, where in 
the evening of the following day they anchored in thirty three 
fathom muddy-ground ;' which fituacion they changed the day 
after for a rough gravelly bottom twenty-two fathom deep; the 


watering- -place beari ring three quarters of a mile north weſt from 


the ſhip. The iſland of Quibo is pretty lofty, except in one 
place; the whole ſoil is covered with trees, extending as far as 
the high- water - mark, and a ſtream of freſh water rolls over the 
ſandy beach into the ſea; ſo that the Centurion was able to lay 
in a ſufficient ſtock of wood ard water in two days. A perpe- 
tual verdure crowns the glebe, and limes and caſſia , abound 
among the woods; wherein are to be found plenty of: guands 
and monkeys, that are good food, with numbers of deer, chat 
cannot be un come at; but beſides parrots, paroqueis, and 
"Ye: 


of darting upon man or bealt, giving inevitable death with its ſting, 


ea Ib ·- N eee r 


Round os WORLD. 85 


mackaws, all other birds feem to be ſtrangers to the place. The 
Spaniards ſay, that a flying ſnake is often faund here, which 


clings to the boughs of trees, from whence it takes an o ortunity 


Beſides theſe dangerous and animals the ſea is infeſted with 
large alligators, and with a flat fiſh of conſiderable bigneſs, 
which leaps a great height out of the water, and is fatal to the 
pearl divers, by claſping them in its fins as they rite from the 
bottom; however, to free themſelves from this deſtructive 
embrace, they now go armed with a ſharp knife, and by flicking 


it into the belly of the fiſh regain their liberty. In moſt parts 


of the iſland the ſoil is very feitle ; & the water, which is excel» 
lent, abounds on every hand. There are no inhabitants upon it, 
but huts erected in ſeveral places, perhaps to ſhelter the pearl- 
divers, who frequent this ifland in the ſummer ſeaſon, for 
the pearl oyſter, which is found every where in the bay of Pa- 
nama, abounds particularly «bout Quibo ; and may in many 
pas be taken up without any trouble but that of wading. 
4 ney are very large, but ill taſted; the pearl partaking of the 


nature of the bottom whereon it is found; fo that if the bot- _ 


tom be muddy, the pearl is of a duſky hue. The fiſhing for 
them is practiſed by negroes carefully trained up to the buſineſs 
by the ig habitants of Panama: theſe poor creatures often ſtay 
under water till the blood gufhes out of their eyes, ears, and 
mouth; an accident which ſeldom happens a ſecond time; and 
after which they dive with more facility than ever, if the 
tradition of the country is to be relied upon. 

There are vaſt quantities of turtle along the coaſt, ſome of 
which may be often met faſt aſleep on the ſurface of the water: 
and theie are taken by ſending out the boat with a good diver, 
who plunges into the water when {ome yards from the turtle, 


and riſing almoſt under it, ſeizes it by the tail, which he pinch» 


es hard, the pain whereof moves the animal, who being awa- 
kened, ſtrikes out his claws, whereby he keeps upon the ſur- 
face of the water, ſupporting the diver at the ſame time. 
Green turtle js extremely wholeſome food, the truth of which is 
evinced by the Centurion loſing only two men during her run 
from Juan Fernandes to the bay of Aquetan, which engroſſed 
a ſpace of ſeven months; during four whereof turtle was the 


| lr freſh proviſion the people had to command. 


It may appear odd, but nerertheleſs i it is true, that enting 
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of turtle is forbid among the Spaniards, as unwholeſome, nay 
as little leſs than poiſonous; a prejudice which has deſcended to 
their negroes and ſlaves, ſome of whom, who were on board 
| the Centurion, thought the crew thereof mad for venturing up- 
1 on food, the effects whereof had been repreſented to them in 
ſo very bad a light; however, being at laſt tempted to partake, 
: they grew fonder of it in time than any body elſe ; and ridicul- 
; ed the caprice ef their Spaniſh maſters in rejeQing ſuch a delica- 
cy; looking upon their knowledge of its goodneſs as a very im- 
portant diſcovery : for thoſe who are acquainted with this part 
of the world need not be told, that the wretched inhabitants 
know no bleſſing greater, than that of being always ſupplied 
with as much food as they can diſpoſe of, and large draughts 
of ſpirituous liquors: from feeding ſparingly upon this diet, they 
became ravenous in the conſuraption of it ; and it was common 
to hear them felicitate each other upon being able to provide 
- themſelves ſuch luxurious repaſts upon their return . to 
which the Spaniards could not but be ſtrangers. 
December the 10th, a ſmall bark with ſome ſalt and e 
of thirty pounds in money, fell into their hands off the iſland of 
Quibo: ſhe was bound to Cheripe, an inconſiderable village 
on the continent, from whence the market of Panama is fur- 
niſhed with proviſions every week; Cheripe is a place quite 
open to invaſion, having no defence of any fort ; and proviſt- 
ons being its ſtaple commodity, future cruziers upon this coaſt 
may profit from the intelligence. On the 12th they Rood from 
Quibo to the weſtward, having ſcuttled and ſunk the laſt prize, 
and being joined by the Glouceſter, which having ſprung her 
foretop maſt, had been divided from them for ſome days; and 
now the commodore proceeded to cruize for the Manila ſhips, 
| having firſt inſtructed his ſquadron to ſtretch to the northward 
| of the harbour of Acapulco; and in caſe of ſeparation, to ren- 
| . dezvous at the middle of the Tres Marias; and afterwards at 
the iſland of Macao, on the coaſt of China. They were har- 
raſſed with contrary winds from this time to the gth of June, on 
which day the Manila ſhip reached the harbour of Acapulco, , 
as they were informed by three negroes, whom the Centurion's . 
barge ſurprized in a fiſhing canoe, which they afterwards turned 
adrift among the rocks, that from its being daſhed in Piogen 
the Spaniards might infer the owners of it were drowned; aa: 
not impute their loſs to the real eauſe. BELLO, 77 
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This capture was made on the 17th of February, until which 
time all the ſailors had indulged themſelves with hopes, that 
the voyage of the Acapulco ſhip had been by ſome chance de- 
layed ; and at one time, a little before this, they had chaced a 
light all nightlong which they ſuppoſed to be carried by her as 
a ſignal to her conſort, & made a clear ſhip, & all things readỹx 
for engaging ; but the morning ſhewed it to be no more than a4 
mountain within land, the ſtubble whereof had been ſet on fire, 
and the effe& cauſed them to be thus deceived. However, to 
comfort them for the loſs of the Manila ſhip this time, they were 
informed by their negro. priſoners, that ſhe having turned ber 
cargo into ready money, was Preparing again to put to ſea, 
her departure being fixed to the 3-14 of March, by edict of the 
vice · roy of Mexico. 

By all the intelligence Mr. Anſon could collect beſides from. 
theſe people, he inferred that the governor of Acapulco re- 
mained ignorant of an enemy's being ſo near at hand, and con- 
ſequently that his chance for ſeizing the ſo much deſired prize, 
was now. greater than ever; and that ſhe ſhould not eſcape bim 
at any rate, he diſpoſed his 5 ſhips i in ſuch a manner, that they 
took up a ſweep of twenty-four leagues at leaſt, within which 
compaſs nothing could paſs without its being known by the, 
whole ſquadron ; the veſſels being ſo judiciouſly ranged, that 
they could eaſily. and ſpeedily be informed of what. paſſed in 
any-part;of the line by ſignals. The better to prepare for the 


reception of the galeon, there were left on board the Carmin, . 


the Carmelo, and the Tryal prize, no more hands than were 
ſufficient to navigate them, the reſt being ſent on board the 
Glouceſter and Centurion, which two ſhips were intended for 
the attack: and as an encouragement , to the negroes, they 
were promiſed their freedom in caſe of their deſerving it by 
their good behaviour in the engagement. 

At length the 3-14 March, the day they had ſo long and 
eagerly expected, appeared; but, to their great mortification, 
the eyenipg thereof ſet in, without the leaſt appearance of the 
galeon. From that day to the 23d of March old ſtile, they 

Bad hopes of her as they were ſatisfied ſhe had not quitted the 

harbour of Acapulco; & every man formed to himſelf reglawb BY. 
be being detained : but now the whole fleet begining t 

 Iy-need of water, it was agreed to make the beſt of their w 
1 taneio or Chequetan, there to take in a ſopply'; 3 . 
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, left that the galeon might lip out to ſea, taking advantage of 
_ heir abſence, Mr, 


ughes, lieutenant of the Tryal's prize, 
was ordered to cruize off the harbour of Acapulco for twenty- 
four days in the cutter, that in caſe ſhe ſhould ſet fail, they 
might be ſpeedily informed thereof. ea ee 

"April 1-11, being pretty far advanced towards Chequetan, 
they diſpatched two boats to range along the coaſt, in ſearch of 
thewatering-place : as they were abſent 4 or five days, it was a 
great happineſs,” that during that time they had daily ſupply of 
turtle; for had they been reduced to their ſalt proviſions, with 
ſv ſcanty an allowance of water as their preſent ſmall ſtock af- 
forded, muſt have ſuffered conſiderably in this warm climate. 


The long abſence of their boats began to fill them with many. 


loomy ſuggeſtions, which were at length happily diſſipated by 


their return, with an account of their having met a proper wa- 


tering place ſeven miles weſtward of the rocks of Seguetaneio, 
which, by the deſcription they gave appeared to be the port of 
Chequetan, mentioned by Dampier. For this place the ſqua- 
dron immediately ſteered, and came to anchor on the 7th in the 
evening in eleven fathom water; but the Carmin and Carmelo 
having fallen to the leeward, the Tryal's prize was di{patched 


to bring them up, which taſk ſhe performed in two or three 
days.” n f 2 . d 57 


There is a beach of ſand extending eighteen leagues from 


the Harbour of Acapulco to the weſtward, #gainſt which the ſea 


breaks ſo violently, that it is impoſſible for boats to land on 


amp part of it; but there is good anchorage for ſhipping at a 


mile or two from the ſhore, during the fair ſeaſon. The adja- 
cent land is low, here & there interſperſed with ſmall eminences, 


 whereon are watch towers; it is well cultivated, covered with 


Pleafant villages, & planted with trees, affording on every fide 
2 moſt agreeable proſpe& ; but it is remarkable, and to my 


thinking odd, that this diſtrict, apparently the moſt pleaſant, 


the belt cultivated, and the moſt populcus upon the whole 


coaſt, ſhould be without the ſmalleſt kind of naval craft, either 
for fiſhing or amuſement ; there being neither boat nor canoe. 


to be diſcerned near it: and as this deficiency cannot ariſe Froi 
the want of convenient landing places, it is not jmprobabple 
that the government have prohibited their uſe, to pf 


2 
> 


- To the-weſtward of this beach lies the bay of Segustageie of | 
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Chequetan, the enterance whereof is very exactly deſcribed by 


Mr. Walter, in his account of this voyage, becauſe it is very 
| hard to be traced, and of vaſt importance to ſuch veſſels as 
cruize in thoſe ſeas. The watering-place here is a ſtanding lake 
derived from a ſmall ſpring about a mile up the country; & the 
part of this lake contiguous to the ſea, being a little brackiſh, 
Mr. Anſon ordered his ſtock of water to be bro't from the other 
end, where it was much better taſted, This Jake did not appear 
to have any communication at this time with the ſea ; & as Dam- 
Pier ſpeaks of it as a large river, it ia very likely thatin the rainy 
ſeaſon it overflows its banks, & lays the neighbouring country 
under water, in which ſituation it was perhaps ſeen by him. 
From the promiſing aſpect of the country, Mr. Anſon enter- 
tained ſome hopes of cultivating a correſpondence with the in- 
habitants, and procuring a ſtore of proviſions in exchange for 
ſuch coarſe merchandiſe as their prizes had afforded, which in 
his hands were of little worth, but to theſe people, at his man- 
ner of rating them, mult have been extremely valuable. ; 
For this purpoſe he diſpatched a company of forty men well 


armed into the country, to try if they couid find any village: 


theſe men having marched about five miles from the harboar, 
diſcovered two roads leading eaſt and weſt, the former where- 
of they choſe ; and matched all day, along a beaten track, where 
they often ſaw horſe and mule dung, but no fign of inhabitants 
or village. On their entering indeed a large favannah, they 
had ſight of a centinel well mounted, whoſe horſe ſtarting at 
the ſight of their arms, bore off his maſter with vatt ſpeed, who 


dropped his hat and piſtol in his flight; and tho' they purſued - 


him for ſome time, he ſoon eſcaped, having the advantage of 
them by being on horſeback. So that at length, being quite'wea - 


ried out with their fatiguing march, and neither having found 


water to quench their thirſt, nor any other refreſhment, '.they 
were obliged to halt; and then reſolve to return, ſome of them 
having fainted, and being obliged to the Moolders of their ftrong» 
er comrades for ſupport ; however, they prudently erected poles 
in ſeveral places, to which they affixed declarations in Spaniſh, 
-, _ Inviting the people to come down to the ſhips to traffic, aſſurimg 
them of ſafeguard and conſiderable profit;' but this proceeding 


| had: not the defired effect. We ſhould not forget here to obſexve - 


Fo 2 if they had purlued the weſtern, inſtead of the eaſtern 


4 they wo ald ſoon have come up With a Spaniſh village, as 
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58 Lord ANSON-'s : VOYAGE 
they were afterwards informed, that lay not more than two 
miles fron! the turning, 

Inis ditappoty: ment mace a ſenſible 1 pere upon all the 
pole ; ; however they contentea themſelves: as well as they. 
guances, oi which they here found great plenty, 
aud which by lame peopic are reckoned fine food ; and large 
Pheatants, the fleſh waerevt is but indifferent, together with 
parrots,” and ſome well-tailed birds of a ſmaller fize. Belides 
the hog plum, the papah, a few ſmall li and an ill flavour- 
ed, bitter antiicorbutic herb, called e the ſoil afford - 
ed them icarcely a fruit or vegetable. beſt that can be 
ſaid of Chequetan, upon the whole, is, that it is the molt ſe- 
cure harbour :o be met in a valt extent of coalt, yielding good 
ſtore of wood and water, and at a ſufficient diftarce from Aca- 
Pulco, io ſhelter ſuck cruizers as may have deſigns upon the 
valuable veſiel io which that town ſometimes gives its name. 
Moreover it js ſurrounded by wood, thro? which there is but one 
narrow pais cut into the country, which may be defended againſt 
All the frenzth the Spaniards can poſſibly multer, by a very 
ſmall party; "the bay furniſhes plenty of fiſh, among which we 
may reckon ſoles, mullets, breams, endes, ſea eggs, lobiters, 


fiddle fih, and the torpedo. or numbing fiſh, ſo like the laſt 


that we have named, that jt is only to be diſtinguiſhed from it 
by a brown circular ſpot upon the center of its back. Whoe- 
ver happens to touch this fiſh, feels an inſtantaneous numbneſs 
diſfuſe itfelf through his whole body, but affecting more parti- 
cularly tae limb tnat was in contact with it; and the diminuti- 
on of this numbneſs Mr. Walter, from experience, affirms ta 
be gradual, though ſome naturaliſts have aflured us that it was 
ſudden; and though a man touches it with a ſtick, he will find 
hiraſelf benumbed;. as'though he had laid his naked hand upon 
it; ſo forceful is the communication. 

It was in this harbour that Lewis Lene the commodore's 
rr wandeting into the woods, was taken priſoner by ſome 
Indians, Who carried him to Acapulco, whence he was tranſ⸗ 
mitted to Mexico: and being afterwards ſent to Vera- Cruig, 


cured him a paſſage to England; where he bro ght chi firſt Ace"; 
count of Mr; Anſon's ſafety, which had for ſome time — FR 
donbttal point. This man being a French roman eue ; 


was ſhipped for Old Spain; but the veſſel touching at Liſbor , £ ; 
| he made his eſcape to the houſe of the Britiſh co 1 
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60 aoögbe ro have deſerted to the enemy wich ſoch intelligence 

as he could collect; a ſuſpicion that in the end appeared to be 
very tt grounded he was afterwards killed in a trifling quarrel 
im a night- houſe in London. He had been ſeverely uſed in hid 

captivity,” having been ſtripped ſtark naked, 'Expoſed. to the 
ſcorehing heat of the ſun, which was almoſt iotolevadle, allthei- 
way from Chequetan to Acapulco; and the ill treatment he 


met, with in a priſon at Mexico, wherein he was kept gloſel/ 


conſined, manifeſted the vaſt hatred the Spaniards harbour 
againſt all people an _ to diſturb their "m in tiie GY 


Seas. * 


Ls 


Altho' the enemy never ated] in ſight during Mr. Aa- 1. | 


ſon's ſtay here, it was evident from different volumes of ſmoke: 
that large parties of them were encamped in the woods on eve 


ry ſide of the harbour. Mr. Brett indeed in once coaſling * 1 5 


it in a boat, accompanied only by ſixteen men, ſaw three i 


drons of horfe well armed and accoutered; one of which — * 

vpon the beach, to which he made, firing at him ſeveral liftant+ - 
ſhots 3 but no ſooner had Mr. Brett come near enough to bring 
his arms to bear upon them, but this gallant cavalry fled aps 


the firſt volley; one of the men that compoſed it falling, together 


with his horſe, both or one of which being perhaps wounded; 8 
the ather two other ſquadrons kept aloof, and never moved ts 
«fiſt their companion, tho' they amounted g near t mag; 5 


and were oppoſed only by ſixteen men. 


It now appearing upon a ſcrutiny, that they bad not mn 5 3 | 
hands: than were neceſſary to man a fourth rate man of wan? 


Mr: Anſon, with the conſent of his officers; reſolved to laut 
and deſtroy tbe Tryal's prize, the Carmelo, and the Carmin-? 
and to divide the richeſt part of their cargoes and their-crews: 

between the Centurion and Glouceſter ; which was accordingly: 
done on the 28th: of April, when the r INNS 
fquadron warped: out of the harbour; leaving behind 4hemll; . 
letter corked up in a bottle, and placed in-a canoe fixed d - 
grapnel in the middle of the harbour, acquaiating Mr. kinga? 
to whom it was directed, that the commodore WðaZas tas, 

de Me ſtation off Acapulco; that he intended to quit it iq 
.. Gays, and return to the reſt of his ſquadron, which cent 


: e the ſouthward: This laſt article wine — 4 
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nates bad ao ſquadron to join, nor yet 10 defign. af 


ſterring back to Peru; fo that it could have had no effect upon 
mg 
plainly. > the voyage of the Acapulco ſhips was laid aſide for 


him. The ſtormy: ſeaſon now coming on, and it appeari 


this year, Mr, Anſon having no farther buſineſs in the Ameri- 


ern ſeas, reſolved to ſteer to China, after having picked up his 
cutter, in ſearch of which, he to no purpoſe! cruized all along 


the coaſt, advancing even within three leagues of Acapulco, a 


ton Which he had formerly deſigned to have ſtormed; but was 
diſſuaded therefrom by a conſideration of his own weakneſs, 
and a comparative view of the ſtrength and fortifications of the 
place. It was now May the 22d, when not having the leaſt 
gn of Mr. Hughes or of the cutter, Mr. Anſon imagined it 
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might have been taken and carried into Acapulco; a loſs which 


* che commodore could not at this time rightly put up with, there 
being on board her ſome of the ſtouteſt fellows that remained 


J 4 vet alive between the ſhips. Therefore taking the capture of 


them 46 4 certainty, he wrote a very polite letter to the gover- 


':  mprofAcapulco,requeſing him to deliver them up, and in return, 
... Promiſing to releaſe all the Spaniſh priſoners now in his hands; 


* among whom were ſome people of ſigure. This letter was ſent 
off in a launch in the care of a Spaniſh officer, of whom the 


commodore had a good opinion, and who was conducted by ſix 


other priſoners, Who gave their parole for their return. The 


1 governor of Acapulco returged a polite anſwer to the commo- 
+:  dore's meſſage, and ſent him alſo two boats loaded withrefreſh- 
5 ments; but theſe never reached him, for before their ſetting 


Out, the cutter came on board with the men almoſt ſtarved, and 
earcely able to ſtand; they were all ſtraight put to bed, ſup- 


\  Plied with food from the commodore's table, and being other- 


Wiſe taken proper care of, ſoon recovered their ſtrength. It 
em that, baving finiſhed their cruize before Acapulco, they 
. Plied to the weſtward, in order to join the ſquadron, but were 
-- driven to the eaſtward by a ſtrong current, wherewith they 


ound it in vain to contend ; and now their water being expend- 


© od, they endeavoured to find out a convenient landing«place, 
Where they might get a ſupply, but to no purpoſe, * 
0 large a ſurf for near eighty leagues, that they ran to le ward, 
and there was not the leaſt poſſibility of their makin thor; 


. * * Gr ſome days their only refreſhment ; and now NR 
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A 10 relief, there fell 1 ſhower of rain, the water 
of which, being cached in their ſails ſpread horizontally, with; 
bullecs placed in their center to, draw them to a point, filled all 
their caſiꝭ, and meeting almaſt at the ſame time a ſtrong eur 
rent in their favour, they joined the commodore in fifty hours, 
after an abſence of forty-three days; a junction which mat 
appear very ſurpriſing to thoſe who conſider the many dangess m 
that muſt certainly attended upon an open boat only twenty- 

| two feet long, upon ſo terrible a coaſt, and ſuch a —— 

27 ſea, during a fix weeks cruize. , 

| The commodore having now no farther bukiael here, Gifs. 
Charged all his prifoners, ſome few ſtout negroes exee pted the 
amounied to fifty · ſeven, and were furniſhed with two launches: 
well equipped with maſts, ſails, and oars ; and ſtocked with: 
proviſion for days. They all came ſafely to Acapyls: 
co, where they talked aha of Mr. Anſon's p eſs and hu- 8 | 
manity. May the 6th, the Centurion and Glbuceſierloſt Gght: 
of the high mountains of Mexico, bound to the river, Cantog, 
where they hoped ſoon to enjoy the ſociety of ſome gi her 
countrymen, and the advantages of a port fraught with — 

eee and inhabited by an amicable an ng 
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The a and Glouceſter much A ;; gh 1 
deſtroyed; the former anchors at Tinian; drovt um 


150. ſea, but happily gets back; ſails to China , i 


HE Centurion and the Glouceſter being once again ont. | 

at ſea, ſtood over to the ſouth-weſt, in hope of gaining 1 

the thirteenth or fourteenth degree of north latitude, a parallel y 
in which the Pacific ocean is ofteneſt croſſed, as affording: the + 
ſafeſt navigation; they had alſo another view in this tack, | 3 
which was that of coming up with the trade wind atinorth-eally 
but though they ſoon gained their firſt point, the latter was an ” 2 
expectation wherein they were entirely baffled by bad weather : 
and contrary wind, It was the latter end of June before they 
. fell-in with the trade wind: at which time they had been ſeven, ? 
. weeks at ſea, yet had not made above one fourth of their run, 
- tho hit was common to make the whole in leſs than Wa 
_ Jaly the 26th, -Ukiog4 then about 2 — 1 
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from the Ladrones, the wind came abost to the weſt, and by 


continoing in that point four days, conſiderably retarded their 


fee they had quitted Chequetan, and now beſides bringing 
her fore-top maſt and main top-maſt by the board, ſhe had ſeven 


and the Centurion herſelf, at the ſame time ſprung a leak 


Which required all the attendance both of officers and men to 


cure; ſo that they could afford little aſſiſtance to their mate. 


ſetting forth that the ſhip's leaks were irreparable ; that they 


boys, beſides to priſoners ; and that out of theſe only ſixteen 


men and eleven boys were able to keep the deck, nor yet were 
: thoſe in the beſt ſtate of health; moreover their freſh water and 
- Proviſions were covered over by the ſea water pouring in ſo 


- faſt upon them below deck, that there was no coming at refreſh- 
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boat load of water and proviffons, and at the fame time deſired 
his on men to examine into the truth of the ſtate of her caſe, 
which they reporting not to have been the lealt exaggerated, 
the commodore gave orders that captain Mitchel ſhould ſend all 
his hands on board the Centurion; and having ſaved what 


Rores he was able, to deſtroy her. In about two days they 
_ Cleared herbf ſeth flores as they could moſt eaſily arrive at, 


and it was with difficulty they ſaved the money ſhe had taken 


in the South ſeas; but moſt of the prize goods, which were 
very valuable, and belonged to the Centurion, were forced to 
be abandoned; of her proviſions, only five caſks of flour could 


be preſerved, three of which were damaged by the ſalt-water': 


and tho' the Glouceſter's ſick men, amounting to ſeventy, were 

put on board the Centurion, with as much care and tenderneſs | 
23 eircumſtances could admit, three or four of them expirgdiia - | 
the very action of being hoiſted up. Auguſt the 15th, having . 
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progreſs; and a few days alter, the Glouceſter: began to grow - 
moe crazy than ever; ſhe had been one continued plague to 
the crew of the Centurion, as well as her own people, ever 


foot of water in her hold; it blew a hurricane from the weſt, - 


However, ſhe ſent her boat aboard, which ſoon returned with a 
remonſtrance, ſigned by captain Mitchel and all his officers, 


had no ſpare maſts to hoiſt in room of thoſe that were deſtroy- 
ed; that ſhe was quite decayed im many places; that her knees 
and clamps were looſe; and her upper works ſo crazy that the 
- quiarter-deck- was ready to drop down ; that her crew were 
reduced to ninety five men, including officers, and eighteen 


ment. As it was a little calm, the commodore ordered them a 
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Mead, in hope that by paſling for the Manila galley they wight 
12 be able to decoy ſome of the inhabitants on board, from whom 
te might receive ſome intelligence relative to the place, 

© according to which they might deport themſelves, And no- 


landing for the land, under this appearance, the cutter was 
1,” difpatched-to find out a proper birth for the ſhip, which foon 
ſent on board a Spaniard and four indians, which ſhe had ſeized 

WM. Ma proa; coming: off ſhore, to meet the Centurion, miſtaking 
ber for the Manila galeon. The Spaniard was immediately ex- 
2 . Sminedasto the condition and products of Tinian, and his an“ 
wers exceeded their warmeſt hopes. He aſſufed them that 
tiere were no inhabitants on the iſland, except twenty-two 
diane, who were there occaſionally jerking beef, which, 
Wen loaded on board a fmall bark of fifteen tons burthen, then 
ing at anchor near ſhore, was to be ſent to the garriſon at 
+. Guam, wherofhe was a ſerjeant; bealfo reported, that the 
#” Hand abounded with-coco-nuts, lemons, limes, oranges, fweet 
=. andfour, together with various other fruits, particularly 'the 
+ © bread froit ; that hogs, poultry, and black cattle ran wild upon 
©: It5- thattheſoil was rich, plentifully and beautifully watered; 
2 - : and the air good. 1 Is I « >< bh: 2 25 1 1 1 20 5 1 
As they came cloſer in with the land, the proſpect thereof 
& indicated, if poſſible, ſomething defireable, even beyond the ſer- 
©. yefit's defcription ; it wore rather the air of an elegant planta- 
tion than an uninhabited iſland ; the verdantlawns, the floping | 
+ Hills, the püfling ſtreams, and tall Hpiteing trees, looked like | | 
++ the diſpoſition of art and ingenuity, and had an effect agreeably 5 6 
&:  farpriſing: The commodore having ordered the pitinace and - 
„ie cutter a. fore, with ſome men'well-armed to ſeize the bark; 

7 _ ab ifpollible; che Indians, ordered the anchor to be Tet go in 

© __ eventy<two fathom, and the ſhip to lie by for that niglit With 

Her fails. furled, that her hands might gain fome repoſe; for 

det of one thouſand men he had bfo't from England, he could 
muſter but ſeventy- one, and thoſe tov ſo weak and infirm, they 

;* "Were ſcarce able to ſtand to a gun. This diminution of thei? 

5 "Kimber was owing to the havock made #mong them by the feur- 

| - Wy; bſek had raged" terribly on. boird"erer fince they" leſt _ 
5 -hequetay, all the ſurgeon's efforts to ftop its prog _.; 
” _ effeflual; Hor know we to what to attribute its prefer m 
| the whole ſhip's crew' were during che -whole run, 5 | 
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_ diſpoſition of the blood, already broken with fatigue and diſor- 
der, to infection, and by remembering that the ſteam of the 
ocean, when corrected by no terreſtrial particles, encourages it 
prodigiouſly ; and this latter is confirmed by the land · air ſoon 

reſtoring to health thoſe whoſe conſtitutions are not entirely de- 
cayed. In the morning a large party of men were ſent on ſhare 
to erect tents, and prepare quarters for the ſick; the former 
was a piece of trouble that the Indians had ſaved them, by huilo- 
ing huts for their own ſhelter, the largeſt whereof being twenty 
feet long and fifteen broad, was immediately fitted up as an 
hoſpital, to which the fick, amounting to one hundred and 
eighty-one, were brought with all poſlible expedition. 
Tinian lies in fifteen degrees eight minutes north latitude : it 
is one of the Ladrones, which reckoned altogether, great and 
ſmall, are about twenty in number. Mr. Walter thus deſcribes* 4 
this inchanting iſland, ſo happily adapted by its products, and 
the ſalubrity of the air, to reſtore the health of the ſquadron, . | 
almoſt totally deftroyed by hardſhip and want of properproviſts 
ons. © The ſoil is every where dry and healthy, and being with= 
al ſomewhat ſandy, it is thereby the leſs diſpoſed to a rank 
and over-luxuriant vegetation ; and hence the meadows and the "+ 
bottoms of the woods are much neater and ſmoother than is cus 
tomary in hot climates, The land roſe in gentle ſlopes from 
the very beach where watered, to the middle of the iſland, thot 8 
| the general courſe of its aſcent was often interrupted by valleys 77 
of an eaſy deſcent, many of which wind irregularly through 7 
1 the country. Theſe vallies, and the gradual ſwellings'of be 
= | ground, which their different combinations gave riſe to, were 
moſt beautifully diverſified by the mutual encroachments of - 
woods and lawns, which coafted each other, and traverſed he 
_ Hland in large tracts. The woods conſiſted of tall and Well 
| ſpread trees, the greateſt part of them celebrated for their alpe&, 
or their fruit; whilſt the lawns were uſually of a conſiderable 
breadth, their turf quite clean and uniform, it being compoſed 
of a very fine trefoil, which was intermixed with a variety of 
flowers. The woqds too were in many places open, and free 
from all buſhes and underwood, ſo that they terminated on the. 
laws with a well defined out line, where neither ſhrubs nor 
weed were to be ſeen; but the neatneſs of the adjacent turf was 
ceqaently extended to a conſiderable diſtance, under the hollow 
Nas formed by the trees, N 28 aroſe a great number 2 
. | | m 
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Head, in hope that by paſling for the Manila galley they mighe 


bi able to decoy ſoine of the inhabitants on board, from whom 
the might receive ſome intelligence relative to the place, 


fflanding forthe land, under this appearance, the cutter was 
; - Cifpatched-to find out a proper birth for the ſhip, which foon 
ſent on board a Spaniard and four indians, which ſhe had ſeized 
e proa; coming off ſhore, to meet the Centurion, miſtaking 
1 " her for the Manifa galeon. The Spaniard was immediately ex- 
5 2 5 3 amined as to r 

ſwers exceeded their warmeſt” hopes. He aſſufed them that 
mere were no inhabitants on the iflaid, except twenty-two 
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wen loaded on board a fmall bark of fifteen tons burthen, then 
* Hing at anchor near ſhore, was to be ſent to the garriſon at 
+. _ Guam, wherof he was a ſerjeant ; healfo reported, that the 
# -"Mland abounded with coco-nuts, lemons, limes, oranges, ſweet 
auch ſour, together with various other fruits, particularly the 
37 | bread froit ; that hogs, poultry, and black cattle ran wild upon 

”. 37 thattheſoil was rich, plentifully and beautifully watered, 
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As then came clofer in with the land, the proſpect thereof 


=. Indicated, if poſſible, ſomething defireable, even beyond the ſer- 
©  genit's deſeription; it wore rather the air of an elegant planta- 
tion than an uninhabited iſland ; the verdant lawns, the floping 
+. Wills, the putling” ſtreams, and tall Hpifeing trees, looked like 
tze ppt art and ingenuity, and'had an effect agreeably 

*  farpriſing: The commodore having ordered the pinnate and 
Ne the cutter &-ſhore, with ſome men'well-armed to ſeize the bark; 
- - ab# if poſſible; the Indians, ordered the anchor to be let go in 
tene two fathom, and the ſhip to lie by for that nigit with 
"Ker fails furled, that her hands might gain fome repoſe; for 
dat of one thouſand men he had bro't from England, he could 
muſter but ſeventy- one, and thoſe too fo weak nd infirm, they 
were ſcarce able to ſtand to a gun! This diminution of thei? 
mumber was owing to the havock made among them by the feur- 
8 Le raged terribly on board ever fince' they left 


effeftual ; for know: we to what to attribute its previteiles; 
the whole ſhip's crew* were during the whole rum, 'Plenti ; 


ſupplied with rem provinons and good water, buf 40 60 
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_ according to which they might deport themſelves, And now 


condition and products of Tinian, and his an- 


| Indians, who were there bu oa jerking beef, which, 
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diſpoſition of the blood, already broken with fatigue and diſor-- 
der, to infection, and by remembering that the ſteam ofthe _ 
ocean, when corrected by no. terreſtrial particles, encourages it 
prodipiouſly ; and this latter is confirmed by the land- air foon 
reſtoring to health thoſe whoſe conſtitutions are not entirely de- 
cayed. In the morning a large party of men were ſent on ſhore | 
to erect tents, and prepare quarters for the ſick ; the former 
was a piece of trouble that the Indians had ſaved them, by huild- 
ing huts for their own ſhelter, the largeſt whereof being twenty 
feet long and fifteen broad, was immediately fitted up as an 
hoſpital, to which the fick, amounting to one hundred and 
eighty-one, were brought with all poſlible expedition, m—_ 
Tinian lies in fifteen degrees eight minutes north latitude 2: it 
is one of the Ladrones, which reckoned altogether, great and 4 
ſmall, are about twenty in number. Mr. Walter thus deſcribeg* 3 
this inchanting iſland, ſo happily adapted by its products, and 
the ſalubrity of the air, to reſtore the health of the ſquadron, . | | 
almoſt totally deftroyed by hardſhip and want of properproviſts 
ons. The ſoil is every where dry and healthy, and being with= 
al ſomewhat ſandy, it is thereby the leſs diſpaſed to a ran 
and over · luxuriant vegetation ; and hence the meadows and th 
bottoms of the woods are much neater and ſmoother than is cuſ- 
tomary in hot climates, The land roſe in gentle ſlopes from 
the very beach where watered, to the middle of the iſland, tho? 7 
the general courſe of its aſcent was often interrupted by valleys . 7 
of an eaſy deſcent, many of which wind irregularly through * 
the country. Theſe vallies, and the gradual ſwellings'of this | 
ground, which their different combinations gave riſe to, were 
moſt beautifully diverſified by the mutual encroachments f 
woods and lawns, which coafted each other, and traverſed me 
land in large tracts. The woods conſiſted of tall and well 
ſpread trees, the greateſt part of them celebrated for their aſpe&, 
or their fruit; whilſt the lawns were uſually of a conſiderable 
breadth, their turf quite clean and uniform, it being compoſed . 
of a very fine-trefoil, which was intermixed with a variety of | 
flowers. The woqds too were in many places open, and fte: 
from all buſhes and underwood, ſo that they terminated on the. 
lawns with a well defined out-line, where neither ſhtabs nor 


Frequently extended to a conſiderable diſtance, under the hoHow 


formed by the trees, Hence aroſe a great number of the 
— 1 | g moſt 
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rent 0 udings of theſe woods and lawns, and their various in- 
te ſections with each other, as they ſpread themſelves different - 
ly through the vallies, and over the ſlopes and declivities in 
which the place abounded. Nor were the allurements of 
Tinian confined to the excellency of its landſpips only ſince 
the fortunate animals, which during the * of the 
year, are the ſole lords of this happy ſoil, partake in ſome 
meaſure of the romantic caſt of the iſland, and are no ſmall 
addition to its wonderful {ſcenery ; for the cattle, of which 
it is not uncommon to ſee the herds of ſome thouſands feeding 
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in the world; as they are all of them milk-white, except their 
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are no inhabitants here, yet the clamour and frequent parad- 
ing of domeſtic poultry, which-range the woods in great num- 
bers, perpetually excite the idea of the neighbourhood of farms 
and villages, and greatly contribute to the chearfulneis and 
beauty of the place. The cattle on Tinian we computed were 
at leaſt ten thouſand ; we had no difficulty in getting near them, 
for they were not at all ſhy of us, Our firſt method of killing 
them was ſhooting them; but at laſt, when, by an accident to be 
hereafter recited, we were obliged to huſband our ammunition, 
our men ran them down with eaſe. Their fleſh was extreme- 
ly well taſted, and was believed by us to be much more eaſily 
digeſted than any we had ever met with. The fowls too were ex- 
ceeding good. and were likewiſe run down with little trouble ; 
for they could ſcarce fly further than an hundred yards at a 
* Hipht, and even that fatigued them to ſuch a degree, that they 
#.,- Could not readily riſe again; ſo that, aided by the openneſs of 
the woods, we could at all times furniſh ourſelves with whate- 
ver number we wanted. Beſides the cattle and the poultry, we 
| fourd here abundance of wild hogs : theſe were moſt excellent 
food; but as they were a very fierce animal, we were obliged ei- 
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we found upon the place at our landing, and which belonged 
to the detachment which was then upon the iſland amaſſing 
proviſions for the garriſon of Guan, As theſe dogs had been 
por poſe ly trained to the killing of the wild hogs, they follow- 


f +. 
4 
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ed us very rexdily, and hunted for us; but tho* they were a 
large bold breed, the hogs fought with ſo much fury, that they - 


. 


moſt eſcgent and entertaining Froſpecte, according to the diffe- 


together in a large meadow, are certainly the moſt remarkable 


ears, which are generally brown or black, And though there 


ther to ſhoot thera, or to hunt them with large dogs, which 
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frequently deſiroy ed them, wherce we by degrees loſt the n 
eſt part of them. 

Ihis place was not only extremely gratcſul to us, from the 
plenty ard excellency of its freſh proviſions, but was as much 
perhaps to be admired on account of its fruits and vegetable 
productions, which were moſt fortunately adapted to the cure 
of the ſea · ſcurvy, the diſeaſe which had ſo terribly reduced us. 
For in the woods there were inconceivable quantities of coco- 
nuts, with the cabbages growing on the ſame tree; beſides 
guavoes, limes, ſweet and ſour oranges, and a kind of fruit pe- 
culiar to theſe iſlands, called by the Indians Rhymay, bat by'us 
the Bread Fruit, for it was conſtantly eaten by us during our 
ſtay upon the iſland, 1nftead of bread, and fo univerſally pre- 
ferred to it, that no ſhip's bread was expended in that Whole 
interval. It grew up a tree, which was ſomewhat lofty, and 
which towards the top divides into large and ſpending branches 
The leaves of this tree are of a remarkable deep green, are 


notched about the edges, and ar2generally from a foot to eigh- . 


teen inches in length. J he fruit itſelf is found indifferently on all 


parts of the branches; it is in ſhape rather elliptical than round: 


it is covered with a rough rind, and is uſually ſeven or eight 


inches Jong ; each of them grows ſingly, and not in'clutters., 


This fruit is fitteſt to be uſed when it is full grown, but fill 


green; in which ſtate, after it is properly prepared by being 


roaſted in the embers, its taſte has ſoine diſtant reſemblance to 
that of an artichoke's bottom, and its texture is not very diffe- 
rent, for it is ſoft aud ſpongy. As it ripens it becomes ſoſtet 
and of a yellow colour, when it contracis a luſcious taſte and an 
 aprecabie ſmell, not unlike a ripe peach; but then it is eſteem- 


% 


ed unwholſome, and is ſaid to produce fluxes. Eeſides the ſruiis 


already enumerated, there were many other vegetables ex» 


tremely conducive to the cure of the malady we kad Jong la- 


boured under, ſuch as water-melons, dandelion, crceping pars 
ſlain, mint, ſcurvy-graſs, and forre) ; all whick, together with 
the freſh meats of the place, we devoured with great eagerneſs, 
prompted thereto by the ſtrong inclination which, in ſcorbutick 
diſorders. nature never fails of exciting for thoſe powerfal 
| ſpecifics. 
It will be eafily conceived from what hath been already aid, 
| Kliat our chear upon this iſland was ia ſome degree luxurious; 
but I have not recited all the varieties of proviſion which we 
lee Invu; ged in, Indeed we thou't it prudent totally to * 
b 0 | rom 
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from fiſh, the few we caught at our firſt arrival having ſurfeit- 
edthoſe who eatofthem ; but conſidering how much we had been 
inured to that ſpecies of food, we did not regard this circum- 
Nance as a diſadvantage, eſpecially as the defect was fo amply 
ſupplyed by the beef, pork, and fowls already mentioned, and 

by great plenty of wild fowl; for it is to be remembered, | 
that near the center of the iſland, there were two conſiderable 
pieces of freſh water, which abounded with duck, teal, and 


curlew: not to mention the whiſtling plover, which we found | 
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there in prodigious plenty. 
It may now perhaps be wondered at, that an iſland ſo exqui- 


ntely furniſhed with the conveniencies of life, and ſo well adapt- 
ed not only to the ſubſiſtence, but likewiſe to the enjoyment of 
mankind, ſhould be entirely deſtitute of inhabitants, eſpecially 
as it is in the neighbourhood of other iſlands, which in ſome 
meaſure depend upon this for their ſupport, To obviate this 
difficulty, 1 muſt obſerve, that it is not fifty years ſince the iſland 
was depopulated, The Indians we had in our cultody aſſured 
us, that formerly the three iſlands of TLinian, Rota, and Guam, 
were all full of inhabitants; & that Tinian alone contained thirty | 
thouſand ſouls: but a fickneſs raging amongſt theſe iſlands, which 
deſtroyed multitudes of the people, the Spaniards, to recruit 
their numbers at Guam, which were extremely diminiſhed by 
the mortality, ordered all the inhabitants of Tinian thither 
where languiſhing for their former habitations, and their cuſto- 
mary method of life, the greateſt par: of them in a few years 
died of grief. Indeed, independent of that attachment which 
all mankind have ever ſhown to the places of iheir birth and 
bringing up, it ſhould ſeem from what has been already ſaid, 
that there were few countries more worthy to be regretted than 
this of Tinian. 

_ Theſe poor Indians might reaſonably have expected, at the 
great diſtance from Spain where they were placed, to have eſ- 
caped the violence and cruelty of that haughty nation, ſo fatal 
to a large proportion of the whole human race : but it ſeems 
their remote ſituation could not protect them from ſharing in 
the common deſtruftion of the weſtern world; all the advantage 
they recieved from their diſtance, being only to periſh an age or 
two later it may perhaps be doubted, if the number of the in- 
habitants of Tinian, who are baniſhed to Guam, and who di- 


ed there pinirg for their native _ was ſo conſiderable a2 
; what 
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what we have related above; but, not to mentionthe concurrent: 
aſſertion of our priſoners, and the commodiouſneſs of the iſland, 

& its great fertility, there are. ftili remains to be met with on the 
place; which ſhow it to have been once extremely populous. 
For there are, in all parts af the iſland, many ruins of a:very- 

particular kind: theſe uſually conſiſt of two rows of ſquare py +- 
ramidal pillars, each pillar being about ſix feet from the next, 


and the diſtance between the rows being about twelve feet; the. 


Pillars themſelves ate about five feet {quare at the baſe, , and 
about thirteen feet high ; and on the top of each of them there 
is a ſemi- globe, with the flat ſurface upwards; the whole of the 
pillars and ſemi- globe is ſolid, being uur e of ſand and Kone. 


| cemented together, and plaiftered over. 325 


Having briefly recounted the conveniencies -o-this "iden; L. 
muſt now obſerve that all theſe advantages were greatly 1nhanc- 
ed by the kealthineſs of its climate, by the almoſt conſtant breez- 
es which prevail there, and by the frequent ſhowers which fell 
there; for theſe inſtead of the heavy continued rains which in 


| fome countries render great part of the year ſo unpleaſing, were 


| 1 


. 


uſually of a very ſhort and almoſt momentary duration. Hence 
they were extremely grateful and refreſhing, and perhaps one 
caule of the ſalubrity of the-air, and of the extraordinary influ- 
ence ĩt was obſerved to have upon us, in increaſing and invigo : 
rating our appetites and digeſtion. IT his effect was indeed re- 
markable, fince thoſe amongſt our officers, who were at all 
other times ſpare and temperate eaters, who, beſides alight 
breakfaſt, uſed to make but one moderate repaſt a day, wee 
bere, in appearance, transformed into gluttons: for inſtead of 
one reaſonable fleſh meal, they were now ſcarcely ſatisfied with - 
three, each of them too ſo prodigious in quantity, as would at 
another time have produced, a fever or a ſurfeit. And yet our 
digeſtion ſo well correſponded to the keenneſs of our appetites, 
that we were neither diſordered nor even loaded by this uncom- 
mon repletion ; for after having, according to the cuſtom ofthe 
iſland, made a large beef breakfaſt, it was not long before we 
began to conſider the approach of dinner as a very: ny. 
8 ſomewhat tardy, incident. 

After giving theſe large encomiums on this iſland, in which; 
— I conceive, I have not done it jaftice ; it is neceſſary 
I ſhould ſpeak of thoſe: circumſtances in which it is defective, 


n in point of beauty or utility. And firſt, with * 
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td its water, I muſt own, that before I had ſeen this ſpot, I did 


not conceive that the aþfence of running water, of which it is 
entirely deſtitute, could have been ſo well replaced by any other 
means as it is in this iſland: ſince, though there are no-{treams, 
yet the water of the wells and ſprings, which are to be met 
with every where near the ſurface, is extremely good; and in 
the midſt of the iſland there are two or three conſiderable pieces 
of excellent water, the turf of whoſe banks was as clean, as 
even, and as regularly diſpoſed, as if they had been baſons pur- 
poſely made for the decoration of the place. It muit however 
be confeſſed, that with regard to the beauty of the proſpects, 
the want of rills and ſtreams is a very great defect, not to be 
compenſated either by large pieces of ſtanding water, or by the 
neighbourhood of the ſea, tho” that, from the ſmallneſs of the 
land, generally makes a part of every extenſive landſcip. 
As to the reſidence upon the iſland, the principal inconveni- 
ence attending it 1s the vait numbers of muſcatos, and various 
other ſpecies of flies, together with an inſe& called a tick; this, 
tho* principally attached to the cattle, would yet frequently 
faſten upon our limbs and bodies, and if not perceived and re- 
moved in time, would bury its head under the ſkin, and raiſe a 
painful inflammation. We found here too centipedes and ſcor- 
pions, which we ſuppoſed were venemous tho' none of us ever 
received any injury from them“ p 
© 'Fhe anchoring place, for there is but one, lies on the ſouth- 
weſt ſide of the iſland ; nor does it afford ſhelter ſufficient againſt 
the weſtern monſoons, when about the full and change of the 
moon, for then the wind veering to every point of the compaſs, 
blows with ſuch impetucſity, that the ſtouteſt cables are not 
proof againſt its force; and this was ſufficiently experienced by 
the Centurion, which, notwithſtanding all the care that had 
been taken to make her fait, was forced from her anchors and 
drove out to ſea, with ſuch of the men as had weil recovered, 
under the command of lieutenant Saumzrez ; the commodore, 
who wes himſelf fick of the ſcurvy, being at that time a-ſhore, 
together with one hundred and thirteen. of his people, It was 


very well that her Jeak had been ſearched out, and in ſome 


meaſure ſtopped, beſore this accident happened, or the conſe- 
guences might have been much more than they proved ta be. 
This misfortune fell out upon the 22d of September, in a night 
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at one of her cables, her ſhrouds looſe, her top- maſts unrig? 
ged, her fore and main yards down, and not a gun laſhed on 
board, nor a port-hole barred in. She laboured for nineteen 
days before ſhe could regain her birth, of which ſhe entirely 
deſpaired, having only one hundred and eight o 
board, negroes and Indians included, 

'T he ſtorm that drove the Centurion to ſea, blew too hard to 
Permit any of the people on ſhore to hear the guns ſhe fired as 
fignals of diſtreſs; and the glare of the lightening had prevent- 


ed the exploſions from being oblerved ; ſo that, when at day- 


break it was perceived from the ſhore the ſhip was miſſing, there 
was great conſternation amongſt them : for much the greater 


part of them concluded ſhe waoit, and intreated the commo- 


dore to ſend round the iſland t ok after the wreck ; and thoſe 
who believed her ſafe, had Tearcely an expectation that ihe 
would ever be able to make the iſland again, as the wind con- 
tinued to blow ſtrong at eaſt, and they knew how poorly ſhe 
was provided for ſtruggling with a tempeſtuous gale. In either of 
theſe views their ſituation was indeed deplorable: for if the Cen- 
turion was loſt, or incapable of returning, there appeared no 
poſſibility of ever getting of the iſland : as they were ſix hun- 
dred leagues from Macao, their neareſt port: and maſters of 
no other veſſel than the Spaniſh bark, of about fifteen tun, 
which would not hold a fourth part of their number. The chance 
of being taken off the iſland by any other ſhip, was altogether 
deſperate ; as perhaps no European ſhip had ever anchored here 
before, and conſequently madneſs to expect the like incidents 
ſhould ſend another here in many ages to come: ſo that their 
deſponding thoughts could only ſuggeſt to them the diſmal 
proſpect of ſpending the remainder of their days on this iſland, 
and bidding adieu for ever to their country, friends, families, 
and all domeitic endearments. 


They had beſides all this, reaſon to apprehend that the g0- | 
vernor of Guam, when he knew of their circumſtances, mzghy 


ſend a ſuperior force to overpower them, and then, the beſt 
treatment they could expect would be to be detained priſoners 
for life; fince, from the known policy ofthe Spaniards in theſe 
| ſettlements, it was to be ſuppoſed, that the governor would 
make their want of commiſſions (all of them being left on board 
the Centurion) a pretext for treating them as pirates. 
ODE theſe gloomy refleQions, Mr, Anſon, thought he 
behaved 
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| behaved with compoſure and Readineſs, doubtleſs underwent 


His ſhare of diſquietude. However, he ſoon projected a ſcheme 
to extricate himſelf and his men from their preſent ſituation, firſt 
communicating it to ſome of the moſt intelligent about him; and 
being. ſatisfied as to its practicability, he then endeavoured to 
invigorate his men to a ſpeedy proſecution of it. With this 
view, he repreſented to them the little probability there was to 
Imagine the Centurion was Joſt; being of opinion they had all 
of them been better acquainted with ſea- affairs than to indulge 
ſo chimerical a fright; he doubted not, if they would but ſeri- 
puſly conſider what ſuch a ſhip could endure, that they would 
acknowledge the improbability of it : that he flattered himſelf 
ſhe might return in a few days; but if not, the worſt idea that 
could be formed was, that ſhe was driven ſo far to the leeward, 
that ſhe could not regaia the ifland, and the conſequence would 
Fe, that ſhe muſt bear away for Macao on the coaſt of China: 
that he had formed a ſcheme of carrying them off the ifland, 
and of joining the Centurion again at Macao: that this ſcheme 
was, to haul the Spaniſh bark on ſhore, to ſaw her aſunder, 
and to lengthen her twelve fect, ſufficient to carry them all to 
China: that the carpenters agreed, this propoſal was feazible, 
and that nothing was wanting to excecute it but the unarimity 
of the whole body : to which he added, that he was ready to 
partake of the fatigue, and would expect nothing from any 

man but what he was willing to ſubmit to; he concluded with 


repreſenting to them the neceſlity of ſaving time, as it was ex- 


pedient to begin the work immediately, and to take it for grant- 
ed, that the Centurion would be unable to return ; if ſhe did, 
the loſs would be only a few days application if not, their fitu- 
ation, and the ſeaſon required the utmoſt diſpatch. 

Theſe remonſtiances had not at firſt the effect Mr. Anſon 
could have wiſhed : he indeed raiſed their ſpirits, by ſhewing 
them the poſiibility of their getting away; but then, from their 
confidence in this reſource, they grew negligent of their ſitua- 
tion, and flattered themſclves with the Centurion's return, 
which would prevent the commodore's ſcheme, a work of con- 
ſiderable labour: from hence ſome days intervened before the 
project fully took place; but at laſt, being convinced of the im- 


Pollibility of the ſhip's return, they heartily engaged in the dif- 


ferent taſksaliotted them; and were as induſtrious as their com- 


mander could with, * 
| Here 
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Here I 0 digreſs, to relate an incident, which aſtected 
Mr. Anſon more than all the preceding diſaſters. A few days 


+ after the ſhip was driven of, a ſail was deſcried : a general joy 


enſued, every one ſuppoſing that it was the ſhip returning; but 
on a ſecond {ail appearing, they deſpaired, it being difficult to 
gueſs what they were. The commodore haſtily pointed his 
glaſs towards them, and diſcovered them to be two boats; from 
whence he concluded, that the Centurion wag,gone to the bot- 
tom. This unexpecled corjecture wrought on him ſo power- 
fully, that to conceal the effect, he inftantly retired in private 
to his tent, where he paſied ſome bitter mb 1 di 


ing, that the ſhip was loſt. 


However, this reflection ſoon vaniſhed, on diſcovering that 
the two boats were Indian proas; and perceiving that they 


made for ſhore, he directed every appearance of ſuſpicion to be 


removed, on purpole to ſeize the Indians in caſe they landed; 


but after the proas kad ſtood in within a quarter of a mile of the 


ſhore, they ſuddenly lay to, and after alittle time ſteered to the 


ſouthward. :. Let us now retorn to the bark's enlargment. 


The lengthening of the bark alane was attended with great 1 


difficulty, if we conſider how they were prepared for ſuch an 
undertaking. Indeed, were all the neceſſary materials to be 
bad, the embaraſſment would have been trifling ; but part of 
theſe tools were to be made, and many of the materials were 
wanting, and conſequently, no ſmall degree of invention was 
neceſſary to ſupply all theſe defects. Should they complete the 


hull, this was but one article, and there were others of equal _ 


weight ; the rigging it, the victualling it, and laftly, the navi- 
gating it for near two hundred leagues through unknown ſeas. 
In theſe particulars ſuch obſtacles occurred, that without the 
interpoſition of very extraordinary events, the whole eee 
would have proved abortive. 

It fortunately fell out, that when the Centurion drove aut to 
ſea, the carpenters both of the Gloucefter and of the Tryal, 
with their cheſts of tools, were on ſhore, and alſo the {mith, 
with his forge and ſeverai of his tools; but unhappily his bel- 
lows was on board : ſo that he was incapable of working, and 
without his aſſiſtance their efforts were fruitleſs. They firſt tri- 
ed to make him a pair of bellows, but the want of leather great- 
ly puzaled them ; however, as they had hides in plenty, and 


No: —_ a hogſhead of lime, which the Indians or * 
K | ha 


* 


8 ö : * 
©» e ths Silo" Orv Fig A > IG 15 * e 88 n 17 4 Wardle. r 84 1 14 3 e 2 9 
r 4 RE J ²˙ : Eo Pe oO BEES LY NR Pa a e WWWVVWVCG OR IE + 3 
e " m—_ e eee att 2 rare big : wy 


- 


3 
- . 
1 * * 9 9 5 
* * * bv 6d rn D N 
e — 5 


1 . 


4 5 _ 
is: © x DS "a 
Fe ens 5 
e 
. - Þ 
af” 


— . S oe 4G 4 I N. 


er jan 


. | Ty 
** 
7 
F 

2 
2 
Ta 
4 
2 <- 
Fe 
** 
2 
ö 
L 
1 
2 
4. 


; anſwered the end tolerably well, 


4 N 4 3 
R ee e eee e does ee WE ee 4 ps . GOL 3 eme 
Yr 


We, : 
. 6) * 2 
enen 
f ® 


L 82 Lord ANSON's- VOYAGE | 


had prepared for their own uſe, they tanned a few hides; and 


though the workmanſhip was but indifferent, yet the bellows 


Whilſt the ſmich prepared the neceſſary ironwork, others 


were employed in felling trees, and ſawing them into planks ; 


and as this was the moſt laborious taſk, the commodore, to en- 
courage his people, wrought at it himſelf. But here a new diffi- 
culty aroſe, from the want of blocks and cordage ſufficient to 
haul the bark on ſhore ; notwithſtanding, they reſolved to get 
Her up on rollers, becauſe the body of the cocoa-nut tree was 
extremely well fitted for theſe, as its ſmoothneſs and circular 
turn required little labour and workmanſhip, Many of theſe 


trees were felled ; and in the interim a dry dock was dug to re- 


ceive the bark, and ways opened to the ſea to facilitate the 


bringing her up. Beſides thoſe who were occupied about the 


enlargment of the bark, a party was conſtantly buſied in kil- 


ling and procuring proviſions for the reſt. And though in 


theſe various and dextrous employments, great confuſion and 


delay might have been expected; yet good order and unani- | 


mity being once eſtabliſhed, their peparations advanced apace. 


Indeed the want of ſpirituous liquors rendered the common 
men more tractable; for having neither wine nor brandy en 


ſhore, they drank the juce of the coco-nut, and this being not 


at all intoxicating, kept them very temperate. 


The main work happily advancing, the officers began to 


accidentally left there by the Centurion, together with the ſails 
already belonging to the bark, would rig her indifferent well. 
And as they had tallow in plenty, they propoſed to pay her bot- 
tom with a mixture of tallow and lime, which was known to 
anſwer that purpoſe, One exception ſtill interpoſed, which 
proved extremely inconvenient, and that was her ſize ; for as 
they could not make her forty tun burthen, ſhe would bave 


been incapable of containing half the crew below deck, and 


conſequently, would have been ſo top heavy, that if they were 
all ordered upon deck, there would be no ſmall hazard of over- 


| ſetting ; but this was a difficulty not to be removed, as the ſize 
already propoſed could not be augmented, The next eſſential 


point that occurred was, how to procure neceſſaries for their 


conſider on meaſures for the fitting out the bark. On conſulta- 
tion it was found, that the tents on ſhore, and the ſpare cordage 


voyage; and here they were greatly perplexed, as they bad . 
oo RES | | I: neither 
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9 
x 4 neither grain nor bread of any kind, being obliged to live on; L 


bread- fruit, which would not keep at ſea ; and though they had 
live catile enough, yet they wanted ſalt, nor would meat take 
ſalt in that climate. Indeed, they had preſerved a {mall quan- 
tity of jerked beef, which they found upon their laading ; but 1 
this was inſufficient for a run of near ſix hundred leagues, and 
for the number of hands. It was at lai reſolved to put on 
board as many cocoa-nuts as they could, to be ſparing of their 
jerked beef, and to ſupply their want of bread by rice; to ob- 
tain which, it was propoſed, when the bark was fitted up, to 
make à deſcent on the iſland of Rota, where they were told, chat 
the Spaniards had large plantations of rice cultivated by the In- 
di — ; but as force was required for this, their ammunition be- 

me their next care; and on enquiry, they had the mortifica- 
tion to find that their frelocks would be of little ſervice to 
them, fince all the powder that could be colleded, by the 
ſtricteſt ſearch, did not exceed ninety charges, which was con- 
ſiderably mort of one a- picce to each of the company. 

But the more alarming circumſtance remains yet to be rela- 
ted, The form and equipment of the veſſel was ſoon agreed 
on; from whence, it was not difficult to caculate the time ne- 

| ceſſary to complete her, This determined, it was reaſonable 
to expect, that the officers would conſider their courſe, and the 
land they were to make, Theſe ſad reflefiions introduced 
the difcovery, that there was neither compaſs nor quadrant 
on the iſland. The commodore had brought a pocket compaſs 
on ſhore for his own uſe, but lieatenant Brett had borrowed it 
to determine the poſition of the acjaceat iſlands, and had been 
driven to ſea in the Centurion. And as to a quadrant, it could 

not be expected; ſince as it was of no uſe at land, there could 
be no reaſon for bringing it from on board. At laſt, in rumag- 
ing a cheſt belenging to the Spaniih bark, they diſcovered a 
ſmall compaſs, which, tho' little better than a ſchool boy's toy, 
Wii to them an invaluable treaſure, And a few days after, they 
met with a quadrant on the ſea-ſhore, which had been thrown 
overboard amongſt other lumber belonging to the dead; but on 
examination, it wanted vanes, and therefore in its preſent ſtate 
altogether uſeleſs; however, it was not long before a perſon, 
through curioſity, pulling out the dra wer of an old table which 

| kad been driven on ſhore, found therein ſome vanes Which 4 
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ted the quadrant very well, and upon trial by the known lati- 


tude of the place, anſwered to a ſufficient degree of exactneſs. 


Now all theſe obſtacles being partly removed, the buſineſs 


advanced very ſucceſsfuily, The neceſſary iron work was in 
great forwardneſs, and the timbers and planks (which tho' de- 


fective in the ſawing art, anſwered the purpoſe} were all pre- 


pared ; ſo that on the 6th of October, being the 14th day from 
the departure of the ſhip, they hauled the bark an ſhore, and 
on the two ſucceeding days ſhe was fawn aſunder, though with 
the caution not to cut her planks : and her two parts being ſe- 
parated the proper diſtance from each other, and the mate- 
rials all ready, they, the next day, being the gth of Ottober, 
went on vigorouſly ; from whence they had all their future ope- 
rations ſo fairly in view, that they were able to determine 
when ſhe would be finiſhed, and had accordingly fixed the 5th 
of November for their putting to fea. But a ſpeedier and hap- 
pier conclufion prevented their projects and labours; for on 
the 11th of October, in the afternoon, one of the Glous 
ceſter's men, ſtanding on a hill in the middle of the iſland 
deſcried the Centurion at a diſtance, and deſcenditg with his ut- 
moſt ſpeed towards the landing-place, ſaw ſome of his com- 


rades, to whom he hallooed out with great extaſy, The ſhip !_ 


the ſhip! This being heard by Mr. Gordon, a Lieutenant of 
marines, (the fellow's tranſport confirming his report) direct- 
Iy haſtened towards the place where the commodore and his 


men were at work, and being freſh and in breath eaſily out - run 


the Glouceſter's man, and got before him to the commodore, 


who, on hearing this pleaſing and unexpected news, threw 
down his axe, with which he was then at work, and by his 


extaly, for the fir time, broke thro” the equable and unvaried 
charaQer which he had hitherto preſerved : whilſt the others, in- 
ſtantly ran down to the ſea-fide in a hind of frenzy, eager to 
feaſt themſelves with a fight they had fo afdently longed after, 
and of which they had now fer a conſiderable time defpairtd, 
By five in the evening the Centurion was viſible in the offing 
to them all; and a boat being ſent off with eighteen men to 
reinforce her, and with freſh meat and fruits for the refreſh- 
ment of her crew, ſhe, the next afternoon, happily caſt anchor 


ia the road, where the commodore immediately came on board 
her, and was received with the ſincereſt and heartieſt acclama- 
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Now, it is high time that the reader, after the relation of 
the projects and employinents of thoſe left on ſhore, ſhould be 
apprized of the ſatigues and dillrefſes to which thoſe whom the 
Centurion carried off to ſea, were expoſed, during their ab- 
ſence from the iſland. - ; 22 

It has been already related, that it was the 2 2d of Septem- 
ber, about one o'clock, in an extreme dark night, when by 


the united violence of a prodigious ſtorm, and an exceeding, 


rapid tide, they were driven from their anchors and forced to 
ſea. Their condition then was truly deplorable ; being in a 


leaky ſhip, with three cables in the hawſes, to one of which 


hung their only remaining anchor: the ſhrouds were looſe, and 


the top-maſts unrigged, and they had ſtruck their fore and 


main - yards cloſe down, before the hurricane came on, ſo that 
there were no ſails they could ſet, except the mizen. In this 
dreadful extremity, they had no more ſtrengch to navigate the 


ſhip, than an hundred and eight hands, ſeveral Negroes and 


Indiaus included : this was ſcarcely the fourth part of their com- 
plement ; and of theſe the greater number were either boys, 
or ſuch as had lately recovered from the ſcurvy. No ſooner were 
they at ſea, but by the violence of the ftarm, & the working of 
the ſhip, a great quantity of water made tho'their hawſe holes, 
ports, and {cuppers, which encreaied their leak, and rendered 


their pumps alone a ſufficient employment; though they knew 


that this leakage, if a ſhort time neglected, would inevitably 
deltroy them, yet other dangers occurring, leſſened this, for 


_ imagining, that they were ariving directly on the neighbouring 


iſland of Aguiguan ; and as they had lowered their main and 


fore yards cloſe down, they had no ſails they could ſet up but 


the mizen, which was altogether inſufficient to clear them of 
Urged by this emergency, they immedi- 
ately applied to work, endeavouring with the utmoſt efforts to 
heave up the main and fore-yards, in hopes that, if they could- 
but be enabled to make uſe of their lower canvaſs, they might 
poſſibly weather the ifland, and thereby ſave themſelves from 


this impending ſhipwreck. But after full three hours ineffectu- 


al labour, the jeers broke, and the men being quite Jaded, 
were obliged, by mere debility, to deſiſt, and quietly to ex- 
pet their fate, They imagined themſelves to be driven juſt 


upon the ſhore, and the night was ſo extremely dark, and that 
| they expected no other diſcovery of the iſland than by ſtriking 


upon 
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upon it ; ſo that the belief of their deſtruction, and the ants. 


tainty of the point of time when, occaſioned them to paſs ſeve- 
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ral hours, under the molt ſerious apprehenſions that each ſuc- 
ceeding moment would be the laſt, Nor did theſe continued 
terrors end, bub with the day-break, when with great tranſport 


they perceived, that the iſland thus dreaded was at a confidera- 


ble diſtance, and that a ſtrong northern current had been the 


Cauſe of their preſervation. 
The violent ſtorm which forced them from Tinian, did not 


abate til] three days after, and then they ſwayed up the fore- 
yard, & began to heave up the main-yard, but the jeers broke 
again and killed one of their men, and prevented any further 
proceeding. The next day, being the 26th of September, a 
molt ſevere fatigue enſued, for ãn theſe exigencies no rank or 


office exempted any perſèn from the manual application & bo- 


dily labour of a common ſailor, The buſineſs of this day was to 
heave up the ſheet-anchor, which they had hitherto dragged at 
their bows with two cables an end. This was a work of great 
importance to their ſuture preſervation : for excluſive of the 


impediment it would be to their navigation, & hazard to their 
ſhip, if they attempted to make ſail, they had this moſt intereſt- 


ing conſideration to animate them, that it was the only one they 
had left, and without ſecureing it, they ſhould be under the 
utmoſt difficulties whenever they fell in with the land; and 
therefore, being fully ſatisfied of the conſequence of this, they 


laboured at it with the ſevereſt application for twelve hours, 


till they brought the anchor in ſight ; but it growing dark, and 
they being exceſſively fatigued, were obliged to deſiſt, till the 


next morning; and then, refreſhed by the benefit of a night's 


reſi, they completed it. GOA 

It was the 27th of September, that is, five days after their 
departure, before they had ſecured their anchor; they the 
ſame day got up their main-yard, ſo that having now partly 


conquered the diſtreſs and diſorder which they were involved in 


at their firſt driving out to ſea, were enabled to make uſe of 
their canvaſs; and having ſet their courſes, for the firſt time 


food to the eaſtward, in hopes of regaining the iſland of Tini- 
an, and joining their commodore in a few day: ; ſince by their 
accounts, they were only forty-ſeven leagues diſtant. to the 
ſouth-weſt. On the firſt day of October, Having then run the 


diſtance neceſſary for making the iſland according to their rec- 
$23 | 4 YE BE koning, 
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koning, they were in full expectation of ſeeing it: but here 


they were unhappily diſappointed, and thereby convinced that ng 


a current had driven them conſiderably to the weſt-ward. This 
diſcovery threw them into a new perplexity; for not being able 
to judge how much they had deviated, and conſequently how 

long they might ſtill be at ſea, they were under great apprehen- 


ſion that their ſtock of water would fail; being doubtful of 


the quantity they had on board, finding many of their caſks 
half leaked out. However, they were delivered from their 
uncertainty the next day, having then a fight of the iſland of 
Guam; and hence they computed that the currents had driven 

them forty- four leagues to the weſtward of our accounts, Be- 


ing now ſatisfied of their ſituation, they kept plying to the eaſt- 
ward, tho' with exceſſive labour; for the wind continuing fix- 


ed in the eaſtern board, they were obliged to tack often, aud 
the crew was ſo weak, that, without the aſſiſtance of every one 
on board, it was not in their power to veer the ſhip about; 
This ſevere employment laſted till the 11th of October, being 
the nineteenth day after their departure ; when arriving in the 
offing of Tinian, they were reinforced from the ſhore, and on 


the evening of the ſame day, to their inexpreſſible joy, came 


to an anchor in the road. | 
On the 14th ſhe was drove out to ſea again, leaving about 
ſeventy of her hands aſhore; however, ſhe made the iſland 


again on the 19th, when all hands being ordered on board, 


with ſuch a ſupply of water, fruits, and refreſhments as they 
could ſaddenly collect, they got under ſail, ſteering for Macao 
in China. | 


It was now the 21ſt of October, and the eaſlern monloos 


being ſettled, and blowing right aſtern, they went at the rate 


of forty or fifly leagues a day; tho' as the ſhip work'd greatly, 


and her leaks required that the pumps ſhould be kept conſtant- 
ly going, the people were very much fatigued : nevertheleſs 
they made no complaint, being in pretty good health. No- 
vember the gth tbey made the main land of China, and not 
rightly knowing their courſe, lay by for that night, and in the 
morning were agreeably ſurprized to find themſelves ſurrounded 
by fiſhing-boats, which ſpread over the ſea beyond the utmoſt 

| ſtretch of the eye: and tho' there were three or five men on 
board every one of them, the commodore could not by ſigns, 

by pronouncing the word Macao, nor by ſhewing a quantity of 
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him not to enter the river Canton, where the uſual demand 


75 Uollars, | induce any ene of them to come on board and 
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Fim; for the inattention they ſeemed to pay every thing but 


their employment is almoſt incredible. | 
* On the 16th, Mr. Anſon perceiving a boat a head 'blow a 


horn and wave a red flag, looked upon it as a ſignal of ſome 
fort intended for him ; but in this he found himſelf miſtaken, it 


deing a ſignal diſplayed by the commodore of the fiſhery, to or- 
der all the boats to leave fiſhing and retire to ſhore, which they 


all obeyed quickly. It was a little vexatious to them not to be 
able to get a pilot amidit ſo many naval people; however, they 
continued their courſe through many guts formed by ſmall 
iſlands and little rocks, following the beſt inſtructions of for- 


 Imneranavigators, for there was no body in the Centurion who 


knew any thing of the coaft. About four in the morning of the 
gth, a Chineſe pilot put on board, and told them, in broken 
Portugueſe, that for 30 dollars he would carry the ſhip into 
Macao; which being paid him, they proceeded in their courſe : 
and now as they went pilots encreaſed upon them, ſolliciting 
employment, and producing certificates of their abilities, ſign- 
ed by many European captains. About ten o'clock in the 
morning of the ' 12th they came to the harbour of Macao, g. 
ſmall iſland lying at the mouth of the river Canton, in the hangs 
of the Portugueſe, who have a governor here, ſo very trifling 
in eftimation that he is ſubſervient entirely to the mandarine, 
or neighbouring Chineſe governor, who ſends him and his gar- 
riſon their daily allowance of provifion; ſo that upon the leaſt 
diflike it is in the power of this ſuperintendant to ſtarve and 


diſpoſſeſs them. Mr. Anſon, being determined to ſupport the 


Honour of the Britiſh flag, was reſolved not to ſubmit to the 
Payment of the duties exacted by the Chineſe from trading veſ- 
ſels ; men of war having immunities of that nature in every ei- 
vilized port. For this reaſon tlie Portugueſe governor adviſed 


would certainly be made upon him, but rather to heave down 


and careen at Typa, an obſcure but ſafe harbour, formed by a 


number of iſlands, about fix miles from Macao : and if Mr. 
Anſon readily acquieſced to this inſtruction, it was becauſe he 
feared involving the European ſhips in the diſpute that muſt 
have certainly ariſen from his refuſing to comply with this 


cuſtom, which it was probable, would never be deman of 
kim at Ty pa. His terderneſs for the merchants had led him 
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him to addreſs the viceroy of Canton, for a ſupply of proviſions 
and hands to aſſiſt him in heaving down his ſhip, They refer- 
red him to ſome Chineſe agents, who, after having cajuled 
him from day to day with promiles of laying the ſtate of his ac- 
count before the viceroy, and ſetiling matters in his favour, at 


length, when he had loſt more than a month in expectation, 


they fairly threw off the mask, and being preſſed, declared 
they neither would addreſs the viceroy, nor did they dare to do 
it, he being too great a man for them to pretend to approach. 
He now perceived too late that he had been wrong in conſult- 


ing ſo much the intereſt of the Faſt India company, and imme- 
diately wrote a letter to the viceroy, ſetting forth*that he was 
commander in chief of a ſquadron of Britiſh ſhips of war Which 


had been cruifing upon the Spaniards with whom the king his 
maſter was at war, in the South Seas, upwards of two years; 


that his ſhip was obliged to put in here to ſtop aleak, and ſup- 


ply herſelf with proviſions and neceſlaries ; in all which wants 
he craved his excellency's aſſiſtance. | 
The hoppo, chiet officer of the cuſtoms, at firſt refuſed to 
take charge of this letter; but finding that the commodore was 
determined upon ſending it, and reſented the refuſal,* he beg- 
ged to be entruſted with it ; and in a day or two after, a man- 
darine of the firſt rank, with two of an inferior Ulaſs, came 


along-ſide of the Centurion, with a very numerous train of at- 
tendants, and a good band of muſic The Centurion's boat . 


was ſent to bring the principal mandarine on board. He WAs 


governor of the city of Janſon, and to all appearance a mari of 
good ſenſe, and more integrity than the Chineſe are generally ' 


allowed to have. He brought with him two carpenters, who 
examined the ſtate of the ſhip very carefully, but were particu- 
larly exact in viewing the leak, He appeared much ſurprizet 


at the weight and ſize of the Centurion's cannon, for a ſhip of 


ſuch force was perhaps what had never been ſeen in this part of 
the world before; nor did Mr. Anſon neglect tg make a proper 
ule of his admiration, which it was plain was not without its 
mixture of terror. He expatiated upon the ſtrength of his vef- 
fel, and obſerved that there could not be a ſtronger indication 

of his mildneſs than his thus civilly requeſting ſuch necfſaries as 
he ſtood in need of, when it was plain that he was ſufficiently 


powerful to have taken them by force: at the ſame time he de- 


+. fired that orders might be given for a daily ſupply of proviſion 


10 be put on board him, otherwiſe his men might be reduced 
io the neceſſity of turning canibals, and feeding on hunian fleſh; 


9 an Exiremity in which they certainly would prefer the plump 
Chineſe to the fleſh of their own emaciated meſſmates. This 


- diſcourſe had its deſired effect; the mandarine allowed the _ 
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90 Lord ANSON's VOYAGE 


of every thing Mr. Anſon advanced, promiſed he ſhould have 
every neceſſary aſſiſtance, as ſoon as the ſtate of his circumſtan. 
ces had been conſidered by a council of mandarines at Canton, 
which being but matter of form, ſhould be done directly: in 
the mean time he ordered one of his attendants to ſee a certain 
quantity of proyiſions, ſpecified in writing by Mr. Anſon, put 
every day on board the Centurion; and this injunction was ex- 
actly complied with. Preliminaries being properly adjuſted, 


the commodore gave them an entertainment, at which they 


made but an aukward figure, not knowing in what manner to 
uſe the knives and forks that were laid before them; ſo that to 
eaſe them, one of the commodore's attendants cut their meat 


for them in bits. They expreſſed a firong diſlike to beef, which 


was one of the diſhes, founded perhaps upon a ſuperſtition that 
Prevails much among the pagans of India, However they 
might flinch at the meat, which they did not ſeem greatly to 
reliſh, they Ruck cloſe to the liquor; and the mandarine, hav- 
ing helped to diſpatch four or five bottles of frontiniac and one 
of citron-water, departed without ſeeming in the leaſt affected 


therewith, having received a handſome preſent, as is the cuſ- 


tom of China. Several days elapſed after this conference, 


without its producing any effect whatſoever ; however, the 
commodore underſtood that this delay was occafioned by the 
intrigues of a Frenchman, who endeavoured underhand to 


ſtpone as much as poſſible Mr. Anſon's affairs, fearing that 


In cafe the Centurion ſhould be allowed any particular diſtin&i- 


on, as bearing the king of Great Britain's commiſſion, the 
French traders would loſe partwof their conſideration, having 
always pretended to be ſhips of war. 

At length, on the 6ch of January, after great debates in t 
council of Canton, the governor of Janſon ſent down the vice- 
roy of Canton's warrant for refitting the Centurion, and ſup- 


Plying all her wants ; in conſequence of which warrant ſever 
ſmiths and carpenters immediately came on board offer their 
ſervice ; of each a ſufficient number was immediately retained, - 


none of whom could be perſuaded to work by the day ; but the 


carpenters agreed to do every thing that was wanting to the ſhip, 


and to ſet her all to rights, for ſix hundred pounds; at firſt they 
had demanded a thouſand: the ſmiths alſo bargained to furniſh 


{mall iron work at three pounds per hundred, and the large at 
two pounds fix and ſixpence. Two proper veſſels, called janks 
in this country, having been provided for that purpoſe, the 
ſhip was immediately hove down; and as the Chineſe work but 
| Nowly, though with great ingenuity, it was the begining f 
April before ſhe was fitted for ſea: during which time the” 


Chineſe preſſed her departure very much, ſeeming to care v 


little for ſuch a powerful company; powerful in n b 
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wretches who are naturally poor ſpirited and timid, yet in rea- 
lity very far from being ſo when the weakneſs of the ſhip's com- 


pany is conſidered, though it was there reinforced with twen⸗ 
ty-three Laſcars, or Indian ſailors, and a few Dutch, to the 


amount of twenty-three, | | 
April the 6th, the Centurion weighed fram Typa, warp- 
| Ing to the ſouth ; on the 15th ſhe got into the Macao road, tak - 
ing in her water as ſhe paſſed along; and on the igth, all her 
buſineſs being completed, ſhe ſtood out to ſea, "OY 


Carr 


CHAP. VIII. 


The Centurion puts out to fea, and takes the Manila 


galeon; carries her J China occurrences till the 
quitting that cooſt ; Nr. Anſon? 5 happy arvicabiaes 
Spithead. | eee 


HE commodore was now at ſea, with his ſhip refitted, his 


ſtores repleniſhed, and good ſtock of proviſions : his 
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crew too was reinforced ; for he entered twenty-three men at 


Macao, the greateſt part of them Laſcars, and the reſt Dutch. 


He gave cut at Macao, that he was bound to Batavia, and 


though the weſterly monſoon was ſet in, when that paſſage is 
believed impracticable, yet, by the confidence he had in the 


ſtrength of his ſhip, and the dexterity of his hands, he had per- 
ſuaded his own crew, and the people at Macao, that he pro- 
poſed to try this unuſual experiment; ſo that there were letters 
ſent on board him by the inhabitants of Canton and Macao for 


Batavia. | 


But his deſign was quite different: for he ſuppoſed, that in- 


ſtead of one annual ſhip, there would be this year, probably, 
two ; ſince, by being before Acapulco, he had hindered one of 


'N them from putting to ſea the preceding ſeaſon. He therefore 


bis ſhipto be better fitted for an engagement than theirs," and 


5 
Do 


I, 


e#:ſolved again to riſque the caſualties of the Pacific ocean, and 


fo cruize for theſe returning veſſels off Cape Eſpiritu Santo: 
And as June is generally the month they arrive there, ke doube- 
ed not being time enough to intercept them. It is true, they 
were ſtout veſſels, mounting forty-four guns, carrying five hun- 
dred hands, and might be expected to return together; and he 
hu but two hundred and twenty-ſeven hands on board, ſome 
del whom were boys. But this did not deter him, as he knew 


by az he had reaſon to expect that his men would exert themſelves, 
When they had in view the wealth of theſe galeons. | 


4 * 


. This project he had reſolved on ever ſince his leaving the 
deaf Mexico. And the greateſt mortification he * | 
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from the various delays i in China, was his orACs be- 
ing ſo long retarded as to let the galeons eſcape. At Macao it 
was incumbent on him to keep theſe views ſecret ; for there be- 


ing mutual connexions between that port and Manila, he was 


ng that, if his deſigns were diſcovered, intelligence would 


be ſent to Manila, and meaſures taken to prevent the galeons 


from falling into his hands. But being now at ſea, he called 
all his People on the qurater-deck, and told them of his reſo- 


lution to cruize for the Manila ſhips : he ſaid he ſhould chuſe a 


ſtation, where he could not fail of meeting them; and tho' they 
were well manned, yet, if his people behaved with ſpirit, he. 
was certain he ſhould prove too hard for them both, ard one of 
them could not fail of being taken : he added, that many ridi- 
culous tales had been propagated about the firength of theſe 
ſhips, and their being impenetrable to cannon ſhot ; that theſe 
fictians had been invented to palliate the cowardice of thoſe 
who had formerly engaged them. For his own part, he afſur- 


ed them, that he would fight them ſo near, that his bullets, in- 


= of being ſtopped by their ſides, ſhould go through them 
th 


This ſpeech was received with great joy. No ſooner had be 


| ended, than they expreſſed their approbation, by three cheers: 


and declared they would ſucceed, or periſh, whenever they had 
an n opportunity. Immediately hope, which had ſubſided, was 
again revived ; and they perſuaded themſelves, that they ould 
yet be repaid the price of their fatigues, and ſhould return home 
With the ſpoils of the enemy. For relying on the commodore, 
that they ſhould meet with the galeons, they were too ſanguine 
to doubt a moment of maſtering them. This confidence was 
ſo:fpread thro” the ſhip's company, thatthe. commodore, who 
Had taken ſome Chineſe ſheep to fea with him, enquiring of nis 
Þutcher, why he had lately ſeen no mutton at his table, and 
aſking him if all the ſheep were killed ? the fellow ſeriouſly re- 
plied. there were indeed two ſheep left, but that he propoſed 
to keep thoſe for the entertainment of the general of the. gale- 
ons. | 

When the bend left Macao, ſhe food to the weltward 
and on the firſt of May, they ſew part of the iſſand of Formo- 


ia; and, ſteering to the ſouthward, on the 4th of May, were 


in the latitude of the Baſhee iſlands. They then flood between 
the S. and S. W. for Cape Eſpiritu Santo; and, the. — „ 
May, diſcovered that Cape. As it was Known that there\ were 


Cenlinels placed upon it to make ſignals to the Acapulco hip, 


the commodore tacked, and ordered the gallant ſails to 2 tas.” 
ken in, to prevent being diſcovered, 
It was the laſt of May, when they arrived off this cape; 1 


che month of m_ being that in which the Manila ſhips are ex- 5 


Fected, 
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pected, the Centurion's people were pow waiting with the u- 4 | 


moſt impatience for the happy criſis which was to balance the 
account of all their ealamities. The comme qre ordered the 
crew almoſt every day to be exerciſed in working of the gunt, 
and in the uſe of their{mall arms. This was prattiſed, at _ 
ry convenient ſeaſon during his voyage ;-angithe Advantages he 
received from it, in his engagement with the galeon, were a f 
recompence for all his care. . Indeed, there are few particulats 
of a commander's duty of more importance: fince it muſſ e 
confeſfſed, that. in two ſhips of War, equal in number of men 
and guns, the diſproportibh of firength; ariſing from a greaztr . 
orlefs dexterity in the uſe otheir great guns and ſmall arme, is 
what can ſcarcely be ballanced by any circumſtances whateveg, 
But to return, it was the Jaſt'of May, when the Centurion at- 
rived off Cape Eſpiritu Santo; and conſequently the next day 
the month began in which the ſhips were expeſted. ._ The eon 
modore therefore made all neceſſary prepurations for recewink 
them. All this time too he was very ſollicitous'to-keep 
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a diſtance as not to be diſcovered. Butt hath been ſince le, 


that he was ſeen from the land s and advicb of him was ſent t 
Manila, where the merchants were alarmed, and:the goveryds 
was applied to, who undertookto fit oat tW- a ſhips of thirty awo, 
one of twenty, and two floops of ten guns each, to attack me 
Centurion. With this view ſome of theſe veſſels weighed ; buỹt 
. the principal ſhip not being ready, the commerce and-theigeh- 

vernor difagreed, ſo that the enterprize uns laid ade. Thi © 
diſcovery of the Centurion was very extraordinary zi ſince: hee 
Pitch of the Cape is not high, and ſhe oo mmmhly kept fram 
ten to fifteen Jeagues diſtapt 3' chough one, by:an'indrabghibagf © 
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the tide, they found themſeloes zm the morning withim up 


A | 47 n 1 | ; | 5 2 4 
leapoes'bf land, 7 omg 525 lh 0.y eee big. 9 


As the month of June advanced, therimpatience-of the cb 
incfeaſed daily. Ant- better igen cd hegivbn of theit e 
gernels on this occaſion; thai by copying ſcæ paragephs from i 
the journal of an offieer, a will ben natural picture of | 
the attachment of theirthowughkts to the dufinefs. bf their EHu, 
than can be given by aer means 0? M att ae 
de z, "Exerciſing bur inen at their Iubrtertg in gest 
$©expettation of meeting with the galeans-trhnfodri,» üb- 
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% forty- eight hours paſt, gives us great expectations of ſeein; 

% galeons ſoon. “ | i eee ee 

june 15, Cruizing on and off, and looking out ftrialy.” * 

Jane 19, This being the laſt day of June, N. S. the ga- 

% jeons, if they arrive at all, muſt appear ſoon.” a 

357 From theſe ſamples it is evident, how much the treaſure of 
he galeons had engroſſed their imagination, and how they paſ- 

ſed the latter part of their cchize, when the arrival of thoſe 

veſſels was dwindled to probability only, and that probability 

became each hour more doubtful. However, on the 20th of 
June they were relieved from their uncertainty ; for, at ſun-riſe, 
they diſcovered a fail from the maſt head, On this a general 
Joy ſpread through the whole ſhip, The commodore inſtant- 
3 ſtood towards her, and at half an hour after ſeyen they ſaw 
ber from the Ceaturion's deck; at which time the galeon fired 
2 gun, and took in her top-gallant ſails: this was ſuppoſed to 

de n ſignal to her conſort, to haſten her up; and therefore the 

Centurion fired a gun to leeward, to amuſe her. The commo- 

.dore was ſurpriſed to find, that the galeon did not change her 

«Courſe ; for he hardly believed, that ihe knew his ſhip to be the 
Centurion, and reſolved to fight him, as afterwards appeared. 
About noon they were little more than a league diſtant from 

the galeon, and could fetch her wake, ſo that ſhe could not 

now eſcape ; and, no other ſhipappearing, it was believed they 
Bad been ſeparated. Soon after, the galeon bawled up her fore- 

il, and brought to under top-ſails, with her head to the 
” *morthward. Mr. Anfon had prepared all things for ap eongage- 
ment, and taken every poſſible meaſure, both for the moſt ef- 
'- HeQtual exertion of his ſmall ſtrength, and ſor ayoiding the 
'._ {Confuſion and tumult, too common in actions of this kind. He 

picked out thirty of his bet markſmen, whom he diſtczbuted 
1 his tops; and who fully anſwered, his expectatioan. As he | 
bad not hands enough to quarter a ſufficient number to each 

ian, be, on his lower tire, fixed only two to each gun, who 

"were to be folely employed in loading it, whilſt the reſt of his 

people were divided into gangs, who were continually moving 

about the decks, to run out and fire ſuch. guns ad were loaded, 
*By this method he was enabled to make uſe of all his guns; and 
-inflead af broad ſides, with intervals between, he kept ops - 
conſtant fire without intermiſſion; whence he doubted nat ty, : 
Procure very ſignal advantages, as it is common with the SFR: 
++ *Hiards to fall down when a broad · ſide is preparing, and f. 
Noe in that poſture till it is given; after which they riſe A 
eir guns, and fire with great briſcneſs, till another is 268873 | 
det the firing gun by gun rendered this practice impoſſhs 
The Centurion thus prepared, nearing the galeon M 
5 "Mite happened « Litle afterpopn, ſome ſqualls of wa 
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rain, which often obfcared the galeon bet their fight ; but 


whenever it cleared up, they obſerved her reſolutely lying ta- 
At one o'clock, the Centurion hoiſted her broad pendant, ne 


being then within gun-ſhot of the enemy ; and the Commodore 


perceiving them to have neglected clearing their ſhip, as he 
ſaw them throwing over-board cattle and lumber, he fired open 
them with the chace- guns, to prevent them from e 
it, tho' his directions had been not to engage till within piſt 

ſhot. The galeon returned the fire with her {tern-chace ; and, 


the Centurion getting her ſprit-ſail yard fore and aft, that ſhe- 


might be ready for boarding, the Spaniards, in bravado, rigged 


their ſprit-ſail yard fore and aft likewiſe. Soon after, the Cen- 


turion came a-breaſt of the galeon within piſtol-ſhot, keeping . 


to leeward of them, with a view of preventing their putting 
before the wind, and gaining the port of Jalapay. And now 


the engagement began i in earneſt, and, at firſt, Mr. Anſon overs F' 
wide 


reached the galeon, and lay on her dow! ; where, by the 
neſs of his ports, he traverſed almoſt all his gan uns upon the 


enemy, whilſt ſhe could only bring a part of 


galeon had ftuffed her netting, took fire, and burnt violently; 
This accident threw the enemy into the utmoſt terror, & alſo 
alarmed the commodore; for he feared the galeon might be 


burnt, and he himſelf too might ſuffer by her driving on board ET 


him. Atlaſt the Spaniards freed themſelves, by cutting away 


the netting, and tumbling the maſs into the ſea, All this time 
the Centurion kept her firſt poſition, firing with regularity ane 
briſkneſs ; whilſt the galeon's deck lay open to her top - men, 

who, having driven the Spaniardsfrom their tops, made great 


havock with their ſmall arms, killing or wounding every of- 


ficer but one that apeared on the quarter deck, and woundleg- | 


the general of the galeon himſelf. 


Thus the action proceeded for half an hour; when the Cen-, 


turion loſt the ſuperiority of ſituation, and was cloſe alon 


ſide of her enemy, who continued to fire briſkly for an hour 


longer; even in this poſture the commodore's grape-ſhot ſwept 


their decks ſo effectually, that they began to fall into diſorder, 
eſpecially as the general, who animated them to continue the. 


could no longer exert himſelf. The ſhips were now ſo 


| 1 , that ſome of the Spaniſn Officers were ſeen run 


75 


a 2 they yielded up the conteſt ; and her colours being f 
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© "tor having fired five or fix guns with more judgment t 


eq bff the enſign ſtaff, ſhe ſtruck the ſtandard at her main = 
* head: the 8 who 2 40 1 | 


er's to heart 


On the commencement of the action, the mats, with which the 


J with much aſſiduity, to prevent the deſertion of their 
08 from their quarters; but all their efforts were vain; ſor 
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6 Cord ANSON's VOYAGE _. 

355 office, having been in great peril of being killed, had not 
the commodore given expreſs orders to deſiſt from firing. | 
= Thus the Centurion was poſſeſſed of this prize, amounting 
to near a million and a half of dollars, She was called the 
Noltra Signora de Cahadonga, commanded by Don Jeronimo 


* * 
* * 


de Mentero, a Portugueſe, the molt approved officer of any 


employed in that ſervice. She was much larger than the Cen- 
tarion, had five hundred and fifty men, and thirty fix guns 
mounted for ation, beſides twenty eight pedreros in her gun- 
wale, quarters and tops, each of which carried a four pound- 
ball. She was well furniſhed with fmall arms, and provided 
againſt boarding, both by ter cloſe quarters, and a ſtrong net- 
work, laced over her waiſt, and defended by half pikes. She 


o 
c 


8 | hxty-ſeven killed, and eighty four wounded, whilſt the 


enturion had only two killed, and a lieutenant and fixteen 


wounded, all of whom but one recovered. | 
But their joy was near being ſuddenly damped by a moſt 


tremendous incident: for no ſooner had the galeon ſtruck, 
than one of the lieutenants coming to Mr. Anſon, whiſpered 
him that the Centurion was dangerouſly on fire. He received 
this news without any apparent emotion, and taking care not 
to alarm his people, gave orders for extinguiſhing the fire, 
which was done very ſoon, Some cartridges had been blown 


up between decks, and the blaſt communicated its flame to 
ſome oakum in the after-hatch-way, where the great ſmother 


of the oakum occaſioned the apprehenſion of a more extended 
conflagration: all hopes too of eſcaping on board the prize in- 


- Nantiy vaniſh'd; for at the ſame moment the galeon fell on 
board the Centurion, tho' ſhe was cleared without doing or 
receiving any conſiderable damage. . 


The commodore's firſt lieutenant, before night, ſent o 
board the Centurion all the priſoners, except ſuch as were moſt 


proper to be retained to aſſiſt in navigating the galeon. And 


now he learnt, that the other ſhip, which he had blocked up 
in the port of Acapulco, the preceeding year, inſtead of return- 
ing in company with the preſent prize, had ſet fail from Aca- 
pulco much ſooner than uſual, and probably got into the port 
of Manila before the Centurion arrived off cape Eſpiritu Santo; 
fo that Mr. Anſon had great: reaſon to regret his loſs of Wag 
which prevented him from taking two prizes inſtead of nf 5 
When the action was ended, fe reſolved to make the, be 


ployed in ſecuring his priſoners, and removing the treaſurgans /. 
to the Centurion. The laſt of theſe operations could ng b. 
og for as the navigation to Canton was through h 
known ſeas, where, from the ſeaſon of the year, bad weather 


might be expected, it was neceſlary the treaſure ſhould be 


nenen, 
* * © * by c 


PP; 8 5 - * 
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on board his Centurion, which ſhip was doubtleſs — — pro- 
vided againſt all the caſualties of winds and ſeas, than the 
: 1 Securing the priſoners was a matter of ſtill more con- 
equence, as the poſſeſſion of the treaſure, and the lives of the 
captors depended thereon. This article gave the commodore 
much trouble, for they were above double the number of his 
own people; and ſome of them, when they were come on. 
board the Centurion, and had obſerved how ſhe was manned,” 
could not help expreſſing themſelves with indignation,” to be # OP 
thus beaten by a handful of boys. The method taken to hin- 
der them from riſing, was by placing all but the officers & the > 
wounded in the hold, where two hatch-ways were left open; 
dat then there was à ſquare partition of thick planks, Which 
encloſed each hatch-way on tbe lower deck, theſe funnels com- 
municated the air to the hold, and at the ſame time, added to ' 158 
the ſecurity of the ſhip; for they being ſeven feet high, it 
would have been difficult for the Spaniards. to clamber up 
and to augment that difficulty, ſwivel guns were planted at 
each funnel, and a centinel was poſted there, ready to fre” 
amongſt them, in caſe of diſturbance. Their. officers were all 
lodged in the firſt lieutenant's cabin, under a guard ; and every” 2 
\Prifoner was appriſed, that any diſturbance would be punj 33 


with inſtant death. And, that the Centurion's people might be 8 2 
at all times prepared, if any tumult ſhould happen, arms wers 


kept loaded, whilſt the men went armed with cutlaſſes and. 
piſtols; and no officer ever pulled off his cloaths, or, when e 
lay down, omitted to have his arms always ready by him. 1 
Thus employed in ſecuring the prize, the commodore ſig1 
for the river of Canton; and, on the 3oth of Jane, got fight” 
of cape Delangano. The next day he made the Ba dee = 
iſlands, and the wind being north; ſtood between Grafton and 


* 


che Monmouth Iſlands, though in getting through the ſea . oy. 
a dangerous aſpect; but the ſhips got through ſafe, the mw 5 


keeping a head; the agitation of the ſea, being occaſioned by 


a ſtrong tide. From hence the Centurion ſteering her coffee 3 
for the river of Canton, on the 8th of July diſcovered" the ©. 
iſland of Supata, This iſland of Supata they made to be an 


| hundred and thirty-nine leagues diſtant from Grafton's iſland. 
Aud, on the 11th, having taken on board two pilgts, they an- 
chere off the city of Macao. | : 

4 he particulars of the cargo of the galeon were now afcer- 8 
.fuined'; ſhe had on board 1,313,843 pieces of eight, and. 


5682 ounces of filver, ſome cochineal, and other commedi- 


— 


FE i And this being, the commodore's "laſt prize, it appears, ©; 51 
+ er the treaſure taken by him was not ſhort of 400,000 I, ü. 


975 N köcent of fhips and merchandize, burnt or deltroyed, * 
ms * ip he moſt reaſonable peer pore; es not amount fo 


* 


938 Tord. , ANSON's, VOYAGE. ©! 
leſs than 600,000 J. ſo that the whole damage done to the 
enemy by this ſquadron, was equal to a million ſterling. To 

which, if we add their great expence in fitting out Pizarro, to- 
gether with che loſs of their ſhips of war; the total will 

amount to an exorbitant ſum. % Ay TE 

The commodore proceeded with his prize for Canton; and 
on the 14th of July caſt anchor ſhort of the Bocca Tigris. 
Whbilſt the Centurion and her prize were at anchor, a boat 

Vith ad officer was ſent off from the Mandarine, directing the 
wo forts to examine what the ſhips were, and whence they came. 

Mr. Anſon informed the officer his own ſhip was a man of war 

mo to tht king of Great Britain, and the other his prize; 
that he was going into Canton river to ſhe)ter. himſelf againſt 

the hurricanes, and when the monſoon ſhifted, he ſhould ſail 

for England. After the officer had ANTI enquiries, he 

'# Hefired to leave two cuſtom houſe officers behind; when the 
#- _ Commodore told him, that though as a man of war, he had 

nothing to do with cuſtoms or duties, yet he would permit 

is people to be left, who might be witneſſes how ſtrictly he | 
mould comply with his inſtructions. The officer was amazed 

When Mr. Anſon mentioned being exempted from the duties, + 

' and faid the Emperor'guty muſt 5 paid by all ſhips: And 

It is therefore ſuppoſed, that private directions were given to 

the Chineſe pilot, not to carry the commodore through the 
Boces Tigris. Accordingly, the pilot refuſed to take charge 

bf the ſhip, till he had leave; yet, as it was neceſſary to get : > 

through immediately, for fear of the bad weather, the com- 
modore ordered the pilot to carry him by the forts, threatning 
that, if the ſhip ran a- ground, he would inſtantly hang him up, 

The pilot, awed by his threats, carried the ſhip through, the 

©, Forts not attempting to diſpute her paſſage. 

On the 16th of July the commodore ſent an officer to.Can- 
ton, with a letter to the viceroy, informing him of the Cen- 
kkurion's putting into that port; and that he ſoon propoſed to 
= Fepair to Canton, to viſit his excellency. The officer was ci- 
vill received, and was promiſed an anſwer ſhould be ſent 

- the next day. Mean time Mr. Anſon gave leave to ſome of 

. .- the officers of the galeon to go to Canton, they engaging . to 

return in two days. When they got there, the regency en- 
"quired particularly how they came into Mr. Anſon's power. It 
happened that the priſoners were honeſt enough to declare, - : 

that they had propoſed the taking of the Centurion, but that 

the event had been quite contrary to their hopes. And, asto _ 

ttzeir uſage, they frankly acknowledged they had been treated 

much better than they ſhould have treated the commadore, had 

he fallen into their hands. This confeſſion had e 4 
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by ſo inferior a force; how it happened, that they were nok 
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them, yet two circumſtances appeared to them ſo ſingular, as 


tion of men between the Centurion and het prize; the other 


away, he could not be deemed within the 3 of the em 
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morals, and conſidered him as a lawlefs free-booter, not ons ! 

properly commiſſioned for the revenge of public injuries. 
Tho” the Chineſe had no reaſon to doubt the account given 
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to deſerve a fuller explanation ; one'was the great diſpropor- 


the humanity with which the priſoners were treated. 'The* _ 3 | 
Spaniards were therefore aſked, how they came to be ſubdued  ? 


put to death, when they fell into the hands of the Engliſh: 7 
To the firſt, the Spaniards anſwered, that the Centurion being 
intended for war only, had great ſuperiority in the fize of her 
guns, and in many other reſpects, over the galeon, a veſſet 
tted out principally for traffic: As to the ſecond queſtion they 
replied, that among the nations of Europe, it was not common 
to put to death thoſe who ſubmitted. "Theſe replies fully ſatiſ - 
fied the Chineſe, and wrought very powerfully in the comme? 
dore's favour. * | e SORE 
On the 2oth of July, three mandarines; with a vaſt retinue} | | 
came on board the Centurion, and delivered the viceroy-of __ 
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Canton's order for a daily ſupply of proviſions, and at the ſame 1 * 


9 
= 
> 
4 
WF 


duties to be paid by his ſhips; but the commodore told themy 


he would never ſubmit to ſach a demand; that as he neichet © _ 


2 


brought any merchandize thither, nor intended to carry u — | 


peror's orders, adding, that no duties were ever demanded of 
men of war, and that his taſter expreſsly forbad him to make 
any acknowledgemenit for anchoring in any port Whatever. 
The mardarines then ſaid, they had another thing to men- 
tion: this was a requeſt to the commodore, to releaſe the pri= 
ſoners he had taken on board the galeon. Mr, Anſon was ex- 
tremely deſirous to get rid of them, having ſeat many of them 
to Macao, and thoſe who remained were a great incumbranes 
to him. However to inhance the favour, he raiſed ſome diffi= _ 


Wo of 


- 


> 4 
+» 
* 


. Culties ; but at laſt told the Mandarines, that he would releaſe 


the priſoners, whenever they would order boats to fetch them 


: off, This matter being thus adjuſted, the mandarines departed; 75 | 
und two Chineſe junks ſoon after took them on board, and | 4 | 


- Cartied them to Macao. 
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It would be an endleſs taſk ſhould we underta he to enumerate 
many artifices, frauds & extortions, praQtiſegby thisintereſted 2 
upon che commodore, & his people, from is coming into the 
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Jo d. ANSON's VOYAG! 1 
bad been promiſed him, as well as amuſed with numberleſt 
fuolſe ſtories, be determined in perſon to viſit the viceroy at his 
capital, taking ſuch effectual meaſures for ſecuring the Centu- 
Non and her vaſt wealth from the machinations of theſe treache- 
rous and Jucrative people, that. they did not dare, during his 
abſence, to contrive any thing that could tend to, his diſ- 
turbance. | * , 
Leaving captain Brett to command the veſſel, he embarked 
on board his own boat for Canton, rowed by eighteen of his 


W 


hands dreſſed uniformly in ſcarlet jackets, blue filk waiſtcoats, 
Fa ps of the ſame Ruff trimmed with filver buttons, and ſilver 
badges: he was attended by the ſuperCargoes of the Engliſh, 
| = Swediſh and Daniſh ſhips, and beſides his own, the boats of all 
. the trading veſſels; ſo that his retinue had a very grand appear- 
Anse. In his paſſage he was ſaluted by all the European ſhips 
+ - thenlying in Wampo, their uſual place of mooring, the French 
+ Excepted. Mr, Anſon had not been long at Canton before h- 
. Jaw his bread and other proviſions, for which he had bargained 
dad paid indeed before-hand, in great forwardneſs ; and as he 
9 Was upon the ſpot, took proper meaſures for obviating the de- 
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5 any Fete he ſhould think moſt prudent. Upon this he 
went thither, with about forty of his people, who exerted: 
themſelves after ſuch a manner, as in that country was altoge-: 
ther unexampled, Behaving with that agility and boldneſs pe+ 
culiar to them, they were rather animated than deterred by the 
flames and falling buildings ' amongſt which they. wrought 3 
whence it was not uncommon to ſee them tumble to the ground 
on the roofs, and the ruins of houſes which they brought down 
under them. By their reſolution and activity the fire was ſoon 
extinguiſhed, to the amazement of the Chineſe ; it fortunately! _ 
happened, that the buildings being on one floor, and the mate- 


rials flight, the ſeamen eſcaped with no other i n than ſome 


bruiſes. , 15 14 


The fire did great miſchief during the time it conti, 
having conſumed many ſhops and ſtreets full of goods, ſo a 
the damage amounted to an immenſe ſum. 

Whilſt the Engliſh were labouring at the fre, ſeveral of the 
Chineſe merchantscame to Mr. Anſon, to deſire that he would 

t each of them have one of his men, to guard their ware- hou· 

, Which, they feared would be pillaged in the tumult., Their 


ueſt was granted; and all the- men behaved much to the fa- 5 


tisfaction of the merchants, who highly, applauded their dili- 
pence and fidelity. The next morning, the principal in abi. 
tants waited on the commodore to thank him; frankly ownipg 
to him, that he had preſerved their City from being conſumed, 
Soon after a meſſage cane from the viceroy, appointing the 


zoth of November for an audience ; which. reſolution of the vi- 


ceroy, in a matter that had been ſo long agitated in vain, way 


_ owing to the ſignal ſeryices parformes by Mr. Anſon and ig” 


people at the fire. } 
The fixing the audience was a circumſtance with which Mr, 
Anſon was much pleaſed. ; as he was ſatisfied the Chineſe would 


not have determined this point, without having agreed to give 
up the duties they claimed. For, as they knew the Commo- 


+ gf. 7 
bs » * 


dore's ſentiments, it would have been a piece of imprudence to 
have admitted him to an audience only to conteſt with him; 
Being therefore perfectly eaſy about the reſult of his viſit, he 
made the neceſſary preparations againſt the day; andengaget || 
Mr. Flint to act as i interpreter in the conference. 

Az ten o' clock in the morning, on the day appointed, A 
. acquainted the commodore, that the viceroy was 

repared, on which the commodore and his retinue ſet out. 


When he entered the outer gate, he found a guard of ſoldiers 
4 ready to receive him; who attended him to the great parade 


of the emperor's palace. In this parade, a body of troops, to 
the number of ten thouſand, were drawn up under arms, Who 


1 1 , Wage 2 very fine ne being all new cloathed tor hs; | 
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Mr. Anſon paſſed through the middle oftthem, and was con- | 
Aducted to the hall of audience, where the viceroy was ſeated in 
the emperor's chair of ftate, all his mandarines attending, 


There was a ſeat prepared for the commodore, where he was 


above him only the chiefs of the law, and treaſury, who have 


letter. | | 
Mr. Anſon then told him, that the ſubjects of Great Britain, 
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Placed, and was ranked the third from the viceroy, there being 


precedence of all military officers, When Mr. Anſon was be, 
ſeated, he addreſſed himſelf to the viceroy, and after reciting 
the various methods he had taken to get an audience ; added, 
that he imputed the delays he had met with to the inſincerity 
of thoſe he had employed. On this the viceroy interrupted 
the interpreter, and bid him aſſure Mr. Anſon, that the firſt 
knowledge they had of his being at Canton, was from that 


trading to China, had complained to him of the impoſitions 
+ ofthe merchants and cuſtom-houſe officers, to which they were 
.” Often neceſſitated to ſubmit, becauſe of the difficulty of getting 3? 
= acceſs to the mandarines ; that it was his duty, as an officer of Wy 
tze King of Great Britain, to lay before him theſe grievances, 5 


% which he hoped the viceroy would take into conſideration, and 
: _ give orders, that hereafter there ſhould be no juſt cauſe for 


* 


* 
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would get his neceſſaries on board, and leave the river of Can- 
ton, in order to make the beſt of his way for England. The 
viceroy replied, that the licence ſhould be immediately grant- 


complaint. | | 

Here Mr, Anſon pauſed, and wiited ſome time for an anſwer; ' 
but nothing being ſaid, repreſented to the viceroy the caſe of 

the ſhip Haſlingfield, which, having been diſmaſted on the 

- coaſt of China, had arrived at Canton a few days before. The 


people on board this veilel had been great ſufferers by the fire; 


. ee o * 


fuſion, a cheſt of four thouſand five hundred tahel, ſuppoſed 
to be ſtolen by the Chineſe boat- men. Mr. Anſon therefore 
deſired that the captain might have the aſſiſtance of the go- 
vernment, as it was believed the money could not be re covered 


that in ſettling the cuſtoms for that ſhips, ſome abatement 
India company, he entered on his own affairs; acquainted the 


viceroy, that the ſeaſon was already ſet in for returning to Eu- 
rope, and that he wanted only a licence to ſhip off his provi- 


the captain had all his goods burnt, and had loft, in the con- 


without his interpoſition. To this requeſt the viceroy anſwered, 9 


mould be made, in conſideration of her loſſes. 
The commodore having diſpatched the buſineſs of the Eaſt- 


fions and ſtores; and when this ſhould be granted him, he 


7 


ed, and every thing ordered on board next day. And, finding NT 
Mr. Anſon had nothing further to defire, he continued the con- 
election ee 
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"7 acquainted, prompted them to inſiſt on ſuch terms. Mr. Anſor 
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le "we e (% him for his Tofvices at Ns WEL A 
owning that he had ſaved the city. Then obſerviog odors 1 os, i 
Centurion had been long on their coaſt, he ended his diſcourſe, 0 70 
wiſhing Mr. Anſon a proſperous voyage to Ex prope. ks 
which, the Commodore, thanking him for his Fray A 


aſſiſtance, took his leave. 
When he came out of the hall of audience, he was defired to. 
o into an apartment, where an entertainment was providad) * A, 
ut finding the viceroy was not to be preſent, he declined” be 
invitation, departing in the ſame manner as at his arrival; by be- 7 5 
ing ſaluted by three guns, which are as many as are ever 61 « 1 5 1 
there on any ceremony. 3 
Thus to his great joy, he finiſhed this troubleſome. 3 5 5 
which had given him much diſquietude. He was highly —. © LOS. 
ed with procuring a licence for the ſhipping off his ſtores 55 
proviſions; as it enabled him to return home, with the firſt 2 
the monſoons, and to prevent all intelligence of his being 20 
pected: but he was more attentive to the precedent eftabli % 
on this occaſion, by which his majeſty's ſhips of war were: e 5 
empted from all demands in any of the Chineſe ports „5 
The proviſions were begun to be put on board the next day; 5 
and, four days after, the commodore embarked for the Cena. 1 2 
rion. And now the preparations were purſued with ſuch vii. 5 
. lance, and were ſo ſoon compleated, that the Centurion and :.- 
her prize unmoored on the 7th of December, & paſſed through 
the Bocca Tigris on the toth. On this occaſion, the Chingy © 
manned the two forts, with as many men as they could conta, 
moſt of them armed with pikes and matchlock muſquets. They Oe 
affected to ſhew themſelves to the ſhips, and were doubtleſs Ine; 
tended to fill Mr. Anſon with high ideas of their military power: 12 
for this purpoſe they were equipped with great parade, having 3 
many colours expoſed to view and on the caſtle there 9.8. 5 
laid heaps of large ſtones; and a ſoldier of unuſual bulk, dre 
in ſigbtly armour, ſtalkt about on the parapet, with a battle-ax * 
in his hand, and put on as martial an air as poſſible, though 
ſome of the Centurionꝰs people ſuſpected, that i it was compo 
only of glittering paper. | 
The commodore with his.two ſhips, on the 22th of Donnas N 
ber, anchored before the town of Macao ; and, whilſt he l, 
there, the merchants of that place knithed their purchaſe. of the © 
_ Baleon, for which they refuſed to give more than 6000 dollaras. - 
"this was much ſhort of her value; but the impatience of the” 
commodore to get to ſea, with which the merchants were well 


_+had learnt from the Engliſh at Qanton, that da war with he 5 
* Spaniards was ſlill continued ; and that probably the French 5 
* engage i in i their afiltance, before- he e could get hevce'; 
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NT) - reafore he had on A till che return of the ſhips from 
•» he reſolved to make all poſſible expedition, that he 
3 wa be the firſt meſſenger of his own good fortune, and there-. 
d dent the enemy from forming any projects to Intercept 
Kin 20 he therefore accepted of the ſum offered for the galeon; 
oY "pd the being Gre to the merchants the 15th of December | 
5 1 743. the Centurion, that very day got under ſail, on her re- 
1 On the 3d of January, ſhe anchored at Prinee's iſland, 
Wy FT Tontinued there wooding and watering till the 8th ; when 
= me ſtood for the Cape of Good Pad where, on the 11th of 
0 d ſhe anchored i in „Table bay. 


if 3 5 en, moſt of which, are more Jelicious in their kind 
8 ben can be met wich elſewhere: by theſe, and the excellent 
# ſettlement is the beſt provided 
22 ee in the world. for the refreſhment of ſeamen after long 
2 8 The commodore continued here till the beginning of 
r delighted with the place, which was not diſgrac- 
* 72 compariſon wit vallies of Juan Fernandes, and the 
ens of Tinian. During his ſtay he entered forty new men; 
bie by the zd of April 1744, compleated his water and 
E woviſion, he weighed and put to ſea. The 19th of April they 
27 Bev: the iſland of St. Helena, which they did not touch at, 
bs Dat food on thi ; and arriving in ſoundings, about the 
+ =Becining of June, they, on the 1oth of that month, ſpoke - 
uh an Engliſh ſhip, from whom they received the firſt intel- 
Agence of a war with the French. By the 12th of June they 
: * Jaw the Lizard: and on the 1 5th, to their infinite j joy, they 
mh ame ſafe to an anchor at Spithead. But that the perils, which 
55 id ſo often threatened them, might purſue them to the laſt 
$4 Mr. Anſon learnt, that there was a French fleet of great force 
exuiſing in the chops of the channel, which, he found the Cen- 
2 had ru hrough, being concealed by a fog. Thus was 
this expedition „ Which had laſted three years and nine 
5 months ; in which time, Mr. Anſon gave the molt ſatisfactory 
* |, Proofs of his capacity for commanding the naval force of Great 
Wea . and convinced us, that Though prudence, intrepidity, 955 
An rrfſeveranct wnited, are not exempred from the bluwys of g. | 
5 7255 Fortune; yet in a long ſeries of tranſactions, they aſually: 
8 ode fuperior to its 2 U — in dag end — fail 1 2 
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